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A couple from different cultures and parts of

the world relied on designer Suzanne Tucker to
establish a balance that pleased them both

SUZANNE TUCKER FOUND the peitrfect project.
For her clients In San Francizsco, the second home she ha=
created for the husband and wife couple, she was allowed to
do what pleases her most professionally.

“I'm passionate about architecture, and so, for me, to
take a home dewn to the studs and build it back up again
4 fust heaven” she savs Toom her San Franeiseo office. *1t's
a wonderfiol privilege for o designer 1o be able to start with
i -.:|:-|‘:'.|'||-.°[l.='|3. blank canvasz, [ :':-rn.ll|-l:|'||‘ 'i'.'.q".'n'r:rr'||i|'|;l; For this
project and we gutted the entire place down to the studs?

For this undertaking, a spacious apartment in a highriss
building, Tucker wnz able to fuse her sense of style and
knenwledge of design with her clients' tastes and interests.
This ability o synthesize elements from dissimilar cultures
intoa cohesive whale might be one definition of the ancient
Chinese phibozophy known as yin and yang

The homeowners—he, from South Africa. she from
Singapore—needed n pied 4 terre for themselves and
their two ehildren to use on weekends and for business
Tucker describes
satislyingon several levels. “These are treasured clients,” she
says, “They both bove design, they love the process, and they
really cherish their homes, It's really just the dream scenario
for amy designer, It was great fun to bring in all the cultural
nspects that kend such history and energy to the rooms”

Yin and yang references how conflicting or opposing
forces like light and derk can scwally complement one
another, a dualism that gives rise to a unified eneness. It's
a good bens through which to view this home that is infsed
with striking sculptural features and a blend of Azian and
African motifs—kuba cloth and white jade; zebra skin
and voses of lotus pods. Yin and yang also underping the
success of the dezign firm of Tucker & Marks, in which its
twor principals play to their differing strengths (Tucker's
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husband, Timothy Marks, serves a= CFO and Project
Manager).

There are specific challenges to working in a highrise
WL Re Spaces can e reconfigured bat not expanded. During
the construction phase of any such project, events must be
choreographed and work can only take place during certain
nours. Elevator access has to be coordinated, and deliveries
:i:l:LILj:EL':J.|.'-.' scheduled. As Tecker 3aVs, “You cant
remporarily et something out on the lawn, Everything
muzt be carefully timed in a way that you don't have to
consider when working on a house”

Even with the emphasis on the special materinls Tucker
used throughout —walnut Aoors and paneling in the library,
bleached walnut in the kitchen and bark paper on the dining
roomn wills—the designer says, “You still just can’t compete
with those fantastic San Francisco views. The challenge,
however, is that vl alen have to work with the |i3||'.. and
you get some very gray daye in thiz city. The interior et
be too gray, otherwise the home can feel cold”

Sln']:]'-ing off the elevator, the wvisiter enters a chic,
maxlern space paneled in sycamore maple, welcomed by
a Chinese “good luck™ cabinet in red lacquer, a prelude

Dpl?l'lil'lg PG Es: The fl:l].'E-r af a spacious San Francisco
apartment Iz defined by a Chinois sideboard, custom-
designed mirrer by Tucker & Marks, and a claisonng jar
lamp frem Dandel Barney. The space is lit with a pendant
by Faul Ferrante. The adjacent entry hall is painted with
Banjamin Moore's White Roclk The marble “knot” floor is
designed by Tucker & Marks. Right: The dining room is
illuminated with a Murano glass and brass chandelier,
The dining chalrs, upholstered in leather from Moore
& Glles, surround a custom mahogany dining table by
Dessin Fowmnir,




“This is definitely a melding of my clients

two eultures and of various elements
that resonated with both of them.”

e
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The master suite's Tucker & Marks
custom walnut bed iz fitted with
bedding by Samuel Sehever Linens.
The swivel chair, a Michael 5. Smith
design, uses Holland & Sherry fabric.
A Fortuny celling fixture features a
decorative bowl and piarced metal
collar. The walte appear painted
but are covered with a silk covering
from Stark. The bench at the foot
of the bed Is custom by Tucker B
Marks In a bronze finish by Paul
Ferrante. Right: The hallway leading
to tha bath is painted with Banjamin
Moore's White Rock. The vanity iz
sat with a dining chair upholstered
in a faux leather by Majilite.



“We began with MO floor, no ceilings.
For me, that’s a EZ&'S wgn p}""& E"Z—Z(’fg e’

ti the inlaid marble and onyx “love knot™ pattern on the
fioor of the entry hall. Tucker explains that the design of
the rooms themselves evolved over time. “In the dining
roogn, that Murano chandelier [ found in Faris came first

1% macle from plunes of gilded Vienetian glass in the shagps
of leaves or feathers amd assembled in a way that creates
a crown effect and provides a soft, beautiful light. T was
I'II'I'::rI:|: my breath when it !'i.:'l.'.||:'.' arvived and didn't f'.l.|.'|'
exhale until it was wnpacked and [was certain nothing had
chipped,” Tocker and her team alzo procured gl the art for
the spartment, including the Mathan Oliveira painting
in the dining reom=—a wingsd fgure rendered in warm
nutmeg shades that Tucker feels establishes a kind of

communication with the chandelier

The apartment wias designed o be fexible, with the
round table in the living room an ideal place for breakiast,
an intimate dinner, or a usiness meeting. Tocker used the
same chair frames here that she selected for the dining
room, upholstering them in a complementary color o the
homemwners TEURY add them to l.'!l:"lJ"._'| l::i].:.l.'l.-:l the l:|i'|'il'|;;
table’s seating capacity. “The living and dining rocms
are framed and visible through the same wide doorway,
explains Tucker, “and vou read those spaces together as
one. The chairs can be moved around as needed, and the
repetition of that form—as opposed w a different one—
creabes a mone screne, cohesive eovironment.”

Micker eschewed rugs, explaining that the homeowners
preferred the cleanliness and the feel of wood and stone
underfoot. “It's actually ashoeless house” savs Tucker, “with
& hidden closet
and the shoes of their guests. And becanze there's that hig
view and so mch light coming in, it's a wonderful way to play
ugp the Aoor materials, which slso reflect the Light”

The furnishings and accessories in the public rooms
suggestagallery, but the mowd subtly changesupon entering
the master bedroom. Bathed in southern and western

1 the elevator vestibule for all their shoes—

—Suzanne Tucker

light, it's & serene retreat from the city, rendered in rich,
neutral tones of Devonshire cream and caramel —the visual
equivalent of quiet. That seothing palette is carried into Lhe
harth, where the shower, like the living room fireplace wall,
i% lined in book-marched ivory onyx with vertical graining,

“When the apartment was gutted,” Tucker says, °1 looked
it the golid, south fecing bedroom wall and said, "Wait a
dow there. Why was itclosed up® It
turrved] ot there was no view in that direction, but 1 |_-|}|_':L|_'|:i

minete: thers was a win

the wall hack up to reiniroduce the sunlight. That room
gers beautiful sunlight all day long, and while you wouldn't
normally puat & bed in front of a window, it really was the
wall where the bed balonped ”

To minimize the unatizactive view, Tuocker custom-
r|i:'5i-:::'.|'|| H Y |i."'i:'.;II."I"-'.I|.I|II.I|:‘-\-!1'II'I:| walmur bed with a sheer
ermbrojdered diffuser panel, then designed a window
a hidden, remote-controlled blackout
shade behind a plerced panel that replicates a grill pattern
fromn an antique Chiness screen. She brought the pattern

treatment with

to o vendor with a computer-driven laser cutter that
transforrmed hlank panels of sheet goods into somvething
remarkable—another element juxtaposing ancient design
with pweniy-lirst-century bools,

“As deslgners, 1 think theres always a certain paychology
behind whar we do, and in the case of this couple, it was
definitely the yin and the germg, They have a kind of continental
pull to both Africa and China, and wet they're very much
Califprnians” Reflecting on the project, Tweher adds, ®For
me, the suceessinl completion of this project was largely about

lisrening carefully to fuse ilelr interests and their tastes,” m

The San Francisco-based Suzanne Tucker i2 nated for
her custonm dqaigns of furniture, including cabinetry,
sofas, and chairs, along with fleoring patterns, and
decorative accessories that include mirrors.




