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Designer David Phoenix ™
dramaltically transformed
|'||L~ Hancock Park home.

Photography by Edmund Barr

AVID PHOENIN'S DECISHAN TO
leave his small Massachusetis
hgmserown at ape I8 was -_'|-_'.1r|:.
the |'|3.;|!I o 1 E0d e & |1|.||||_'
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the intcrior designer whose client list ingludes
the Governor and First Lady of Califormia

He has, of

course, crucial characteristics that
made his suecess a near certainty. He's exeeed-

smosly likeable, broceily

self: CHacing, and gezlly hard '|'|.IIIL.;II:_'|

"] knew whax my passion was, znad | was
discrplined,® savs Phoenx. “l had worked
since 1 was 14.% Mot long afver he arrived in
Calitorma, be landded the first 1n 2 series of
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Phiosvile renovated the property, Including the
backyard (above and keftl, in eight moniks,
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Dienx, andd Ralph Lavren Home Furnishings.
He observed the business, interacted with the
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teeship,. Phoerix felr resdy 1o emerge

or himself, 1 fcht conbident abow
codor=|1'll ke anvhody on with that—and
with tabrecs,” lse savs. =1 could read |'\'! in; Bl
nored over Blucprints as a child. And 1 could
sell,” He beypan to ercate his own husiness. *1
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vertible,™ he recalls, * My ‘office’ was a caleuls-
tor and two file cabanets with a picee of ply
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[Phasen :.;'-\. VEry JiFss & |'|_'|'|I: was Nlara

Shaver, He'd known her from his rerasl waork,
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design for their Sun Valley shi lodge, amd
would continue '.'|-\.'I.'-\.'I'.i_' with him on ther
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The Hancock Park house Phasenix bowght
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Phaenly restored a
geng of hisiory Lo the
Eoude’s tacade and
énbry [opposiel, down
fo the beycovered wally
and hush plantings,
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{Lowrence-Bullard, comtimued froom page 74)
by original Moroccan tiles. But ask for cham-
pagne ;.nd hr T I:|'.||;' r:fr;;r:runt [ [1] th'dﬂ

battles of Veuwe Cliequot, Pink Cristal, and |

Dom Perigron, phus 3 few bivers of Fiji water
for good meanare, {And should you be hacky
enough to be invited to spend the nighs, don't
bother to pack your jammics; perfectly
pressed French toile d joury pajamas—an your
size and matching vour suite’s walls, curtains,
and liners=—awuit yvou in the choset.)

Clearly there & litthe reason 1o siock the
kitchen with perishables. Lawrence-Bullard's
schedule revolves around three TV shown,
ischuding TLC's Material World; designing a
new furnature, fabric, and home-fragrance col-
lection; and opeming a jewelry sore on
London's Walton Strect with actress Tamara
Beckwath, He globe-hops from London ("1
past landied last night; we're working on Vidal
Spsoons mew Bome™) to Mexico for Girls

Pushing aside a delicate
hox 1o set down his teacup.
the designer says, “I'm

all about comfort. Things
have to be lived with.”

Gome Wild creator Joe Franca o Mew York
for hip-bop's Dumon Dush, and to Palm

Springs for his litest projece, the Colony |

Palms. The Spanish hacienda was buile in
1935 for Seabiscuit co-owner and Purple
Gang mobster Al Wertheimer. It is Liwrence-

Baullard’s first hotel commission. *I'm keep- |

ing the Spanish bones, but making it odgy and
funky,” he explains. “In fact, the basement

was a speakeasy and brothel with these erotic |
| hauth wihowt wrchiteces. There, some of the

art devo murals—which we're keeping.”™ The
owners were drawn 1o Lawrence-Bulland's
e for the dramaric, and encouraged the
creation of outdoor sbeeping arcas with bead-
boards upholitered wih fabrics hand-woven
in 400-vear-old Turkish tribal parterns and *a
Spanish side rable and the odd Eames chair
ehiroorn in”

Begging spologees that he has 1o run off
and check tn at his new offices next to Fred
Segal, Lawrence-Bullard glances around and
sy, “You know, it's gotten a brtle too fluffy
in bere. | meed 10 be challenged, so [ think 1
might be doing something mew....” As his
voice traili off, one wondens how balancing
his explosive design carcer and international
wavel isn't already challenging encugh. D
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(Ehrlich, contmued from page 93§
jusst the two of ws, we st at the uble and enjov

the entire space,” Ehrlich says. "We like 1o |

have people over and sometimes do parties
for muscum openings. ©

Like the Fving room, dining alfresco »
ehiortless, thanks o 11-foot-tall glis doorn
that pivet on their stainless steel axes 10 open
onto a courtvard, Ekelich visited 3 quarry with
seulptor Woods Davy, who Jﬂqn{dlhrpum
umng Imperial gray granite for the sepping
stones and sculpural bench. This ouwdoor

room, with 3 matere Canary palm and anoth- |

er Aleppo pine troe, has a beated concrete pad
with a built-in cutdoor sofa, and 2 long tble
that incorporates 3 barbecue,

On the opposite side of the patio stands a
second buikling with an outdoor metal star-
caie beading up 1o guest quarters. In the guest
bathroom and other areas around the house,

Ehlich used Larvian plywood, 2 strong, inex- |

Calriral Modernin (Images), will be releasad
this fall, in comunction with an exhibst on b
wirk ar the Palm Springs Art Museum. “Thi
house is part of what 1 believe in,” he savs,
"reinvigorating existing neighborhoods and
remforcng the community. 1 feel good showt
this house.” D

{Phoenix, comtinued from page 100)

The home Phoenix created for bimaelf is 2
wiarm, untrammclod cxpression of his refined
instincts amd disciplined energy. He designed
evervthing from the down-to-the-suds anchi-
tectural renovation to the lindscaping. He
raised the roofling, added gables, changed
almost every door amd window, enlarged
rooms, and created a patch-perfect overhang-
ing surround o the fronn entry,

Inside, he mustorminded a pleasantly an-

| bred cocoon with masculing English leanings,

pensave material that 15 pre-finished with a |

radiant dark surface. The ground level of the
buslding s Ehelich’s studio, his *flex space,”
decorated with ant by friends ke Moses,
whose studios be designed; John Ologlick; and
Doa Bachardy. A photograph of Ehrhich as 2
long-haired sdventurer stnds on a shelf pear
the baskets and painted gourds he collected
while Iving in Africa in the 1970,

After graduating with a degree in archinec-
ture from Rensialaer Polytechnic Instiute m
Trow, Mew York, Ehrlich became what he
describes s the “first architect placed by the
Peace Corps to work for the Moroccan gov-
ermment in Marrakesh ™ He remained from
199 o 1971, then traveled and tasghe n
Nigersa untid 1977, when he moved to LA "In
Adrica, | learmed a lot from seeing architecoure

st beautiful architecrure m the world was
done by people 1o tune with ther emviron-
ment, done with the materials available, and
done with very little muscle, really. There they
live delscately and in hermony.” . .
Such wleals sull affect his architecrural
philosophy, “The latest term I'm wang o
misilticultursl moderniem, bringing in the
experiences I've learned about while traveling
and living in foreign lands, [ learned about

pepped up with well-behaved exotic touches.
thar flatters no one, Phoemix uses lamps and

| sconces to set his rooms aghow, The generous,

how a courtyard is a fabulous paradise for liv- I

ing. Dutdoor rooms, privacy, and pescelul-
ness—this 18 relevant for Los Angeles because
of our marvelous climate, and through cowre-
vard living, we can achseve greater density.” A
book chronicling his work and sdeas, M-

human-frendly qualisy of his design extends
to the subtle tacule pleasures of vanous pol-
ished and woven surfaces and comfortable
upholstered furniture, And while mest *con-
temporary ™ houses leave out a fosrmal d.ifl.i'l-g
poorm, Phoenix conjured up a haven that sean
ten and feels perpenwally ready for the best
Thunksgiving dinner ever.

These days, perhaps more than ever
befare, top designers are held in celebriy-level
eiteem. Phoenix blithely dismisses most of the
expertise that commands princely sums @
*common sense.” In his own lving room, the
walls, moldings, trim, and caling are painted in
hues berween brown and white, but he shrugs
and savs, "They're all just bage.” It’s another
pleasant expression of has lack of protension,

Senee the [nternet put every ottoman, Mg,
and damask on the market at everyone’s
fimgemips, Phoenix says, “there are w0 many
resources out there, vou can get anvehing vou
want.” But an approachable guy with ternific
easte and 3 sure eve makes the ooean of chonce
navigable, and one who breerily remaoves the
mystique from the process i invaluable.
Phoenix can claim with typical deflation,
*People just want you to tell them what they
want,” but that's o small thing. He's where be
i today because chents want his uncomman
*oomimon sere” 10 save them From the tungy
they think they want and to create the house
they actually want to bve in, D



