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Sutton Square was only a vision
for William RE]HY when 1 first met him in

1g61; Bill wanted to create "one of the greatest housesin
New York City” and the project began for him like any
other ‘business. venture, but evolved over time into
something much more profound and personal. Sutton
Square and the beautiful art and antiques which
adomed it were the culmination of many years in the
making, Bill was a prolific reader, had an encyclopedic
knowledge of history, loved dassical architecture, travel
and bespoke dothing and often talked about his visits
to texctile rrdlls in Furope whern he worked for Peter Grace
at WE Grace & Co.- An aesthete had been long in the
making and all these threads were woven into the cre-
ation of 7 Sutton Square.

But as Bill's friend David Adler said in his eulogy on
October 22th, 2008 "his legacy lives on not in his wealth
or pantngs or fumiture or houses, but rather in his
appreciation of beauty, great friendships and that life
should be filled with laughter” The lots which fill these
pages are testaments to Bill's appreciation of ‘Beauty’
and the fumiture, antiquities and paintings served as
backdrops to much celebration, verbal |ousting,
oenophilic excesses and repartee Repartes skills went
a long way with Bill in securing a second invitation to
dine on Lot #a1, An frish Mahogany Hunt Table at his
Sutton Sgquare home. and coincidentally it was the
urtlgque and rare Lot #g2 A Courd Festival Set i a Garden
of an ltalian Villa which hung front and center in his din-
ing room. This was by far Blll's favorite painting with its
rich color palette, formal Hallanate gardens, and cos-
tumed acrobats and performers — which at its core is
really a celebration of life

Oneof the first biying trips an which | accompariied Bill
and his sister Betty was to freland. We had gone to
Dublin in search of Irish furniture and a Bossi chimney-
piece as well as to seek inspiration from 18th century
Georgian architecture for Bill's new house, We visited
the dealer Paul Johnston in Dublin where we purchased
Lot# 233 An Irish George [T Serving Table, stopped in to
see the Honarable Desmond Guinness at Laxiip Castle,
were wonderfully endertained over lunch by Mr. and
‘Mrs. Robert Guinness at their beautiful home, Lodge Park
in Straffan, and had tea with the late fashion-designer
Sybil Connolly at her Georgian house on Merrion Square.
Although we did not locate Bill's dream Bosst chimney-
‘plece o this frip, we did purchase a cracker of a Bossi at
Christie's several years later, Lot #136; It was one of Bill's
floor front sitting room where Bill spent many evenings.
These buying trips became annual events planned
arourid major ait fairs such as Grosvenor House, the
Paris Biennale and the auction calendar. Along with the
art and antique agenda on these trips, Bill made sure we
liad a carefully selected culinary itinerary; his friend, the

selections. These trips, like Bill's life, were filled with the
'Billism' “better to do than not to do” Life with Bill bth
professionally and socially was not for the meek at heart.

8ill's knowledge of Roman histary and the emperors
never ceased Lo impress me He had purchased Lot #83 A
Roman head of the Young Marcus Aurelius at the very
beginning of his callecting; Bill had such high regard for
Marcus Aurelius, he named his company Aurelian

Commurications, founded in 2001, after him. The head

was proudly displayed in the center of his living room an
a beautiful Regency Oak Circular Library Table, Lot #42,

and Blll loved speaking anecdatally about Marcus,
When the Roman Portrait Head of The Emperor
Antoninus Pius came up at suction, Lot #84, it gave Bill

great joy to be able to own another one of his fayorite
emperors and the adnpﬁvefaﬂmmﬁdmm-ﬁ.mn&hm

Bill's presence in this world is sorely missed by those

‘who were fortunate encugh to know him. Not a day

goes by when some event does not trigger a business
Iesson [ leamed by Bill's example, or a ‘Billism’ like "pay

peanuts get monkeys” ( which always puts a smile on

my face), or the memory of a past purstiit of one of the
many beautiful objects being offered In this sale—my
hope s that these objects find & new horie, as many of
them have for hundreds and thousands of years already,
with the same ‘joie de vivre' with which they came to

‘Sutton Square.

BIll's son Tony and daughter Jane were his greatest loves

along with his sister Betty and grandchildren Chariie,
‘Scarlett, All, and last but niot least Willlam Francis Rellly

lll—and as Bill would say “what's not to lke”
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Tim Whealon Inc. speciallzes in high-end interior design
with a focus on fine and decorative arts. Timothy
Whealon compieted the Sotheby’s Warks of Art course fn
London and the corporate management training pro-
gram with Sotheby’s New York before opening his offices
in 1994

His work has been published ir BLLE DECOR, House
Beautiful, House and Garden, Architectural Digest,
Damino Magazine, The New York Times- Home Section
and riumerous books.



