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Systems or Custom-—or Both?

-hen isn't about perfect performance, but rather about striking an acceptable balance

between appearance and utility. In thinking about this, a uselul paradigm can be found in the dilterence

between ':;;.-.‘,'-.':'n';“i_o' “fitted

ny
g

and custom kitchens. Regarding the former, there are a number of high-
prolile European companies that market kitchens composed of prefabricated components, typically of
the highest f:_.--.‘||l-"j; and contermnporar y in style, that can be combined and conligured ac -':r.;rdir'r_?j to your

I"‘CC!'EIS and circumstances. (L

stom kitchens, conversely, are as the term suggests; individually designed
and crafted, typically from organic materials, by artisans or sludics whose objective is to give you an
experience that is sou ful, un que, and exquisite y beautitul.
The strengths and shortcomings of each are as you might expect. Systems kitchens tend to be
streamlined, highly efficient, minimalist, and almost clinically sleek: they feature no quirkiness and often
5 hardware. For a strict modernist, the aesthetic can be ideal. But for traditional—-or, more typically
transitional-houses, mare warmih is required, and that's where the beauty of custom kitchens shine.
Sublimely made from fine raw materials, they tend to be rich in personality and reveal the hand of the

artisan. Yel as with any kitchen, the functionality and ullimate suc

ese bespoke spaces depend
largely on the sk Il of the experts who caonstruct and ins
As you can imagine, based on what 've expressed thus iar, the welcoming qualities of a custom

]

kitchen are, to me, indispensable. At the same time, I'm no ditterent fram anyone else—| want water to

- when | turn an the tap and the sink-disposal metor to start grinding away when | throw the

switch. Thus, the ideal remains a hybrid of both: the qualily and predictable performance of a systems
kitchen matched with the warmth and uniqueness of its custom counterpart—infused with a personality
that suits your own.

Mast of the kitehens in these pages, you will discover, are custom designed and cralted, many of
bem: down: 1o th sllest detail et bacauss thay were m laiiehe:combaeads b arebilse
themn aown to the smallest detail. Yet because they were eticulously composed by architecls

decorators, and kitchen consultants (sometimes all three) and executed by skilled contractors and

tradespeople, they are also highly lunctional. | hope that the variely and imagination on display in these
pages will inspire you to think, in the most personal terms, about what the pertect kitchen means to you,

and to trust that you can fully achieve it

Markle, marble everywhere, but because it is light in character and calar
and combined with white lacquer and glass-tronted cabinetry, the eye
drawn to the book-matched panel above the far sink, the room’s built
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ABOVE AND OFPOSITE: As these examples suggest, islands—though they remain essentially
utilitarian in character—can evince a high degree of elegance. Moreover, it you install
more than one, they serve an architectural function by zoning space.
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