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The Gothic limestone arch at the front entry was a
big selling point for the new owners of this Atlants
home. An addition extends behind the anginal
house, unseen fram the street 1o mantan the
classic facade




Below An antique sofa resides within the bay that protrudes
prominently on the front exterior of the hame. Right The
formad front entry maintains its original stairway, Painted
bakusters set off the natral wood finish on the handrad

v support posts. An antigue French buffet sets the tone
for the casual elegance throughout the home. Opposite

The sunroom, & step below the Bving room, is decorated
with existing furnishings updated with new upholstery.
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The Brookhaven neighborhood in Atlanta is the first country club com-
munily in the city. Land planning and development began in 1910 with a
nine-hole golf course surrounded by 150 acres of lush estate lots situated
on winding streets and rolling hills. Completed by the end of World War 11,
Brookhaven and the private Capital City Country Club gamered a spot on
the National Register of Historie Places in 1986.

With such noble posterity, the neighborhood’s homes, both old and new,
exhibit Colonial, Georgian, and English cottage designs. This house was a
particularly fine example of the neighborhood’s character and architectural
style. “This Tudor Revival is one of the most recognizable historic homes
in the neighborhood,” says architeet Norman D, Asking, who worked on its
renovation and addition, It is a house that has always been admired by its
neighbors, particularly the ones across the street.”

With the home always in view, its allure caught up with the facing neigh-
bors, who were friends with the owners and hinted they'd be interested if
the house were to go on the market. A few years later, to their delight, the
opportunity to buy the home arose,
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Acquiring the house, however, was only the beginning of making it
theirs. Renovation was a year-long process; for all its street-side stateliness,
"the house was exhausted,” Askins sivs. It needed some restoration, but it
also needed updating for today’s lifestyle”

The original design offers a glimpse into the culture of 19205 luxury
living. “These homes were all built during the "house man’ days” Askins
<ays of the grand front entrnee, “but no one has anybody to drop them off
at the front door anymore” Aiming to preserve the original structure yet
update it for modem living, Asking sketehed a plan to reflect the best of
hoth eras. *1 love these old houses, and there's nothing like them for charm.
But you're lucky to get a coat closet on the first floor” he says, Instead of
reworking the whole house and altering the facade, Askins designed a rear
addition that functions as the home’s true living space. “The back of the
house is where vou live, and it has to meet multiple requirements,” he says.
“You need a place to wateh TV, take eare of the pets, put your kids” school
bags, and drop your mail. If you live in the back of the house, you can keep
the front of the house tidy for guests”

Working with the existing walls, Askins extended the floor plan to in-
corporate new places for the family to gather and store toys and collections,
Now there's a langer family room and an expanded Kitchen with an adjacent

Left Architect Norman D. Askins and interior designer Tammy
Connor worknd in tandem on the kitchen design They designed
cabinetry with freestanding furniture charactenstics: Cabinets
are trimmed with legs and feet, and the kitchen island has
tabile legs. Opposite Only refreshed with paint. drapes. and
uphalstery in the renovation, the formal dining room shows
the home's classic Tudor detading with wide molding and

dark sodd-wood floors.
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Inside, the design team took cues from existing moldings, millwork, and
profiles, “The onginal house has Y-foot ceilings, but we added an extra foot
in the addition,” Askins says, Refinished floors blur the line between old
and new, and the Kitehen, with its classic styling, offers timeless appeal. “A
lot of people hiwve said that this is the most seamless renovation they've ever
seen,” Hodges says. Connor agrees: “The addition is so sensitive,” she says,
“T'he design decisions maintain the onginal feel of the house”

Nothing is pretentious or too fussy to sit on, use, or enjoy every day. “The
homeowners are very laid-back,” Connor savs. And even though the house
harkens to the 1920x, lifestyle requirements are on target with this genera-
tion. “The owners wanted the house to be nice, but they also wanted it to be
durable;” Connor says. This is evidenced in the family room, where they all
pile in to watch the latest shows or eateh up on the day’s news on the dark
brown sofa and chenille chiairs. “The owners are family Kind of people”
Askins savs, “And this is a family Kind of home.”

RESOURCES PAGE 124
Above The master suite mxudes English country appeal with s lofty beamed coiling, collage
of transferware and creamware, and oversize-gingham fabric. Right The adddion of a master
suite allowed for much-nesded closet space and a gracious master bath. A deep inset bank
of windows showcases the freestanding tub. Opposite A window s2at in the habaay provides
a focal point for the long corridor 1o the master suite, The arched opening of the window seat
mimics the molding between the entry and dining area. The wide casing on the diamond-pane

window is another nod to the home's authenticity
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The Plans, Before & After

Architect Norman D. Askins approached the renovation of BEFORE
this Tudor Revival with smart strategies for using every room The upper-level
in the house. “The idea was to make it appear as faultless as landing proved to be
possible while providing much-needed living space for this "'mmm
family of five,” he says. Instead of reworking the existing space, upper level
Askins revived the facade and pushed the floor plan out back.

“Now there’s a separation between the places to entertain and /’/\ This tiny bedtoom,
the family arcas.” he says. : - togather with the

adjacent bath, would

AFTER
A new master sude °
anchors the upper-

level addtion. which

wiso inchudes g music
room and back

stalrwvay

The new familyroom e
and expanded kitchen
now transition easdy o
the cutdoors,

This hardworking area @
in the addtion has a

mwdroom_ isundry,
New 1ear SRy, ‘g
garage, and mpanded €
powder rooen. R
{  ooee
4,580 square fect
ARCHITECTURE NORMAN D ASKNS

INTERIOR DESIGN TAMMY CONNCR
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Distinguishing
Characteristics

The style of the original house Is part Tudor and
part English country, The design team worked dili-
gently to maintain the home's dassic styling during
the renovation. Challenges Included matching the
brick, mimicking the vertical board-and-batten siding,
and replicating the slopa of the roof. 1, Bulider Brad
Hodges used salvaged brick to provide a seamless
transition on the exterior, Architect Norman
D, Askins looked to period features such as this
jeaded-glass window to bridge the ofd homa and the
naw addition. An antique timber caps the window.
2. Board-and-batten siding adds a casual touch to
this typical Tudar-style home. Copper gutters show-
case a weathered patina with siight verdigrls and add
a rustic touch. 3. Half-timbers support the L-shape
porch overlooking the east garden,




