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PHOTOS: Crystal Bridges tells visitors to stay
awhile in 1950s-inspired sitting room

By Robbie Neiswanger  kws

This article was originally published December 10, 2017 at 4:30 a.m. Updated December 11, 2017 at 4:30 a.m. 3
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Protective specialist Chris Grant (left) of Bella Vista explains the sitting area exhibit to Laurie Richards and Dan Worth of Lincoln, Neb.,

last week at Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville.

The 1950s-style sitting area
for “Stuart Davis: In Full Swing” at
Crystal Bridges Museum of
American Art is meant to be used,
but curatorial assistant...

Magazines from the 1950s are
part of the experiment at the
Stuart Davis temporary
exhibition’s sitting area.
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Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art has a
colorful and comfortable surprise for visitors as
they wind their way through the temporary
exhibition "Stuart Davis: In Full Swing."

When they reach the back corner of the gallery
-- the portion that's home to paintings and
works from the most successful decade of the
American artist's career -- a 1950s-inspired
sitting room is waiting to further immerse
visitors in the experience. Guests are
encouraged to sit down in the inviting space,
look through magazines, listen to jazz and stay
awhile.

"What | think is so unique about Crystal Bridges is that we want you to feel at home," said Dylan
Turk, a curatorial assistant at Crystal Bridges. "We want this to feel like your museum. This allows

that to happen.”

The experience is an experiment for the Bentonville museum, which opened the temporary
exhibition of Davis' work in September. It will remain on view until Jan. 1. Turk said it's the first

time Crystal Bridges has incorporated interior design into an exhibition, working with Chris

Capture Arkansas
Upload photos and

vote for your favorites

in the Capture Arkansas
contest.

7

ADVERTISEMENT

MOST POPULAR

Recommended Viewed Commented

- Arkansas governor sets
birth certificate changes;
agency restarts issuing...

A . Jacksonville school board
member apologizes for

IR vulgar tirade

Removal of oak trees in
downtown North Little Rock
raises ire

wain Judge to look at files in
1987 deaths of 2 boys
found on central Arkansas...

Fig

o]

A . Man drowns after boat
capsizes on Arkansas River
T


http://www.arkansasonline.com/
http://arkansasonline.com/weather/
http://arkansasonline.com/weather/
https://www.facebook.com/arkansasonline
https://twitter.com/arkansasonline
http://www.capturearkansas.com/
http://media.arkansasonline.com/img/photos/2017/12/09/resized_272427-adgb-crystal-bridges-002_2-24014_t635.JPG?673328f4bb9263a287d110865e74e7950bdf1585
http://media.arkansasonline.com/img/photos/2017/12/09/resized_272427-adgb-crystal-bridges-001_55-24014_t635.JPG?673328f4bb9263a287d110865e74e7950bdf1585
http://www.arkansasonline.com/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/latest
http://www.arkansasonline.com/staff/robbie-neiswanger/
http://twitter.com/NWARobbie
http://www.arkansasonline.com/photos/2017/dec/10/667342/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/STAFF/CHARLIE-KAIJO/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/subscribe/
https://secure.nwamedia.com/auth/forms/register_free.php?d=www.arkansasonline.com
https://secure.nwamedia.com/auth/forms/registered_login_adg.php?d=www.arkansasonline.com&s=/news/2017/dec/10/1950s-sitting-room-part-of-museum-s-art/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/dec/08/arkansas-must-immediately-stop-issuing-new-birth-c/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/dec/05/jacksonville-board-member-apologizes-fo/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/dec/08/oak-tree-removal-raises-ire-in-nlr-2017/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/nov/26/judge-to-look-at-files-in-2-boys-1987-d/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2017/nov/20/yell-county-man-drowns-in-river-2017112/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/corevalues/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/news/arkansas/crime/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/right2know/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/traffic/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/projects/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/archivesearch/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/contacts/newstips/
http://wholehogsports.com/
http://arkansaslife.com/
http://ads.arkansasonline.com/
http://arkansasdailydeals.nimbledeals.com/deal/little-rock
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=7o07Tnw2aCtqNi9PUTU0SGpvbi9abURMZkhncXpOMldMY0svaGRvbmVMN3lza3FPaFFVWTVEVkFuUVBDeC83VGdrZ0ljVjkxRTJ0aTFSTm5OYjN2TkJHSzhCU3dwSUwyUEF2RHJKQ2hseTgzN0dkWWR0a3EvRWVERE9CSTk0cGh2SmZhRCsrUHdBUXo4RFJ1citwV0J0eW5XTUVGa1B3R2QvVnh2Q0FOM1M1SUNTenZ2OW9ZNnZnRFhmaCt3Y1dLaXA0bTg2RUJmUDAxQ0pyTWZNZHhEY0JNQmcwT0lXdWVNVjNSOEhzRlhKNi85dWlxV2xqaFE1YUl4bUZUSW4xSnhaYkF0aDY1S3NEWDFyVmtPelFncmFYVjFMT0p2OUlBQUlibTVRa2I5ZVZCeGF5TW9JOWdIOUk4cStCYWNJMDJBY3h0N0JidkFtcVlOcUtHRGxuMkNGVFlWUkhUMWljM0JZQklNZTJCOXg0VDN1ZzQ9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2Findex.jsp%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FPrada-Zebra-Print-Calf-Hair-Espadrille-Slip-On%2Fprod183370302%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FGiorgio-Armani-Eau-Pour-Homme-3-4-oz-100-mL%2Fprod157950070%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FSt-John-Collection-Lightweight-Satin-Back-Crepe%2Fprod199840074%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FDior-Diorshow-Pro-Liner%2Fprod203490061%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://info.criteo.com/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=30216&campaignid=119918&zoneid=120834&bannerid=9012538&displayid=dd2c67222a&uaCap=0&aid=c12wlHxLdEc0d1g5d0V6U3pZdkNKcGY2RDFvd2M5MFpnWHp6Q2dRSUlvU3dlWXd3PXw=&u=|f6itPQyVP7bCNXa1TgCrVmwYy8OpfH4M6bbWHA/KymA=|
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=iyf3VXxMYytWb29jalQ0UVFrTVUzTnlxb2ZlQjc1UVJpN0FOU1Q3V0U1T0tOb1BucXBEcTFwaU85cGpScWtGaGVMMDQ1ZWs1cHJzUzFYK1NnbHdEamQrTDBqcWFJMHJETStScUljdDAxWm9paXNMcjRKOWFjdWovRGdGai9SK1FGNFZRYm9rK2pwczJIaXNzVkhESGRPQy9JL3ZoK3NUMzlGVGNpU2F5ZTJrTEQwNnBRTnpJeEZzbjlZRGZ6aWFQc3BuU2FkSG9aamordXc1N2p2bUc2MlFzcElJTTZXVzRlZGZ0SWdHUnM5OVZzb2FTb1NNTVNqQjdBNUo1TWU2a3hWZHZIR1hreWV2eFUrTGdTeDNWcXd4S2dIZXRqUit2TDljbDVtdDF5Y2drdGdhYU5aWUR5UGhQdlkwdFFhMElWRmU1Q0oyaEJoMUVrOTdlL1ZoQ3VLczR4b1RoNW1obXUxZ3hHNG9waGJ2R2xwSVU9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2Findex.jsp%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FSophia-Webster-Juno-Tassel-Mid-Heel-Sandal-Silver%2Fprod197620095%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FValentino-Garavani-Soul-Rockstud-Metallic-Flat-Mule-Loafer%2Fprod207180052%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FPrada-Zebra-Print-Calf-Hair-Espadrille-Slip-On%2Fprod183370302%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FGianvito-Rossi-Embroidered-Satin-105mm-Mule-Sandal%2Fprod200960220%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FSpode-Woodland-Turkey-19-Platter%2Fprod74650055%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FSisley-Paris-All-Day-All-Year-Cream-1-7-oz%2Fprod18140034%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.neimanmarcus.com%2FPrada-Velvet-85mm-Block-Heel-Pump-Green%2Fprod200030144%2Fp.prod%3FECID%3DNMDR__CRT%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%2520remarketing%26utm_source%3DNMDR__CRT
https://info.criteo.com/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=30216&campaignid=119918&zoneid=120836&bannerid=9012538&displayid=edd8dfbec4&uaCap=0&aid=c12wlHxLdEc0d1g5d0V6U3pZdkNKcGY2RDFvd2M5MFpnWHp6Q2dRSUlvU3dlWXd3PXw=&u=|f6itPQyVP7bCNXa1TgCrVmwYy8OpfH4M6bbWHA/KymA=|
http://arkansasonline.com/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/news/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/obituaries/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/business/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/entertainment/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/sports/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/galleries/
https://www.youtube.com/user/arkansasonline/videos
http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/entertainment/features/
http://www.arkansasonline.com/eventcalendar/
http://classifieds.arkansasonline.com/
http://www.jobsarkansas.com/
http://www.homesarkansas.net/
http://www.autosarkansas.com/

Goddard, owner and principal designer of Fayetteville-based Chris Goddard Design Group, to
produce a space that replicates the time period.

The idea began simply as a way for Crystal Bridges to fill some extra space in the exhibition that
features 86 works from Davis' career. Turk said he was asked by Margi Conrads, the exhibition's
curator, if he could find some furniture to put together a seating area that would add to the space.
After discussing the project with a friend, Turk had another idea.

Crystal Bridges reached out to Goddard, who was nominated as the 2017 International Interior
Designer of the Year and was named one of the top 100 designers in the world by the Andrew
Martin Interior Design Review. The museum asked if he would be interested in designing the room.
Goddard was and said he thought working with a museum would offer a unique opportunity to show
how furnishings and art can relate.

ADVERTISING

"It was a little intimidating to say the least at first because you've got to appeal to a mass
audience," Goddard said. "Plus, you can't take away from the art. You have to enhance the
experience.

"So we did a lot of research into Stuart Davis and the 1950s to be as period correct as possible
because when you're in a museum setting, everything needs to be right."

Turk said Goddard's commitment to making the space a realistic re-creation of a 1950s living room
was evident when he arrived at the museum to make his first pitch.

"He told us why this shape, why these colors, why these patterns,” Turk said. "He was drawing back
to specific moments in design history. That was important because | wanted it to not just be an
aesthetic thing, but to really come out of what existed in the 1950s. So | thought he was perfect
for it."

With bold colors, geometric shapes and layers of texture, the final product is meant to show
museum visitors how Davis' work influenced home decor during the time period.

Some of the furniture -- like the L-shaped red couch -- were not made in the 1950s. Instead, they
were custom creations designed to resemble furniture of the time. Turk said Goddard found the
two sitting chairs at a vintage store, re-stained the bases and covered the cushions in multicolored
upholstery. Goddard added that he looked all over the country for side tables from the 1950s, and
the accent pieces are from the time period.

There are other interesting touches as well, including a record player sitting on top of a record
cabinet and a selection of Time magazines from the 1950s. Guests are encouraged to flip through
the pages as they sit back and listen to a jazz soundtrack playing in the gallery.

"So many museums you can't touch, you can't participate in,"” Goddard said. "We wanted to make it
feel very welcoming so that visitors would know they could sit down, relax, enjoy the art, enjoy
the music, have a whole new experience and see how a room back then would've felt."

Turk said plenty of guests have been hesitant to take a seat, wondering if the room was off-limits
much like the paintings. But once assured that sitting is allowed and encouraged, visitors often
welcome the invitation.

"Every single person wants to be able to see how their life fits into what we're showing,” Turk said.
"So when you give them an opportunity to sit down on a couch in a living room, it draws it home. It
connects it back to their regular life of sitting on a couch. And so visitor responses have been
huge.”

Goddard also designed benches located in other sections of “In Full Swing."” The exhibition is a
chronological depiction of Davis' career, and each bench is covered in fabrics that relate to the
time period.
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Goddard said the opportunity to work with Crystal Bridges has been a "wonderful experience." He
and Turk are hopeful the project will lead to future collaborations as the museum finds other ways
to connect art and design.

"This has opened everything up for us, and | really think it's just the beginning of how we're going to
be able to integrate immersive experiences or bring two ideas of design and art together," Turk
said. "l think this is just laying the foundation of what that is going to be."
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