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Ev WeENDY DONAHUE
Trilsuns Rewapagsty

An 1890 Tudor mansion with
am interior decorstor for an
owreer isn't the firss place you'd
piﬂl.u:'l:' a M Pae-Man ancade
g Blinking in the living room
and kids whizzing through the
ok paneled I!:u;r_u.'-u,-rn;m shateboards,

"We have avery casual lifessyle,
ardl wee livee a lot of kids here
constantly” said Jodi Morton.
“It’s organized chaos, and 1 kind
of like it that way"

Tis pust about anyvene, the Spase

Imaders arcade game (next to
M=, Pac-Man) and the dram kit
(Mt tothe prand piano) waould
b2 improvement over what
preceded theny Pigeons roosting
in the fireplace and mice scam-
pering throughout the dark intg-
T

*The Teosite was in very fad
dispepair when we bought it”
Morton said, “These wene fio
clectrical oustlets, and the entire
first loor was covered by Ipm-
i) !~1L1-,:!'\-.'-IF5‘H.1='|'|,5:. Millions of
animals were residing in the
hipuse bocainie it had been vacam

BiLL HELAMSTEIBUNE KUWSSART RS PROTOS

An 1890s mansion recaptures its
former — but not formal — glory

for avver o vear and a half, Tt vwould
have Been a veardown if it wasnt
it a historic preservation districe”

Her hushand, David Morton,
co-oavrer of DMK Restaurants,
saw past the water damage on the
first floor and the fire damaze on
the second, where the four bed-
rocms had been fitted with locks
bor baarders at some point,

He ndmined the bead-plass
windows, the apen vistas from
alining room to fover to living
rospam, and the second-floor li-
brary with beansed oiling. a
hallmark of architect Ermest



Joedli MRort ey e sipned s [BANE eo0m. ABove, arcund thes giant firepiace, Its mandie is '..1,-‘-rﬂ:| personal and casual. The Sbrary, top right, doubiles
a3 a faverite 1pot for weokend sleepowers, whily in the sundcom a wal coated in chalikbpard paint, right, aliges guests Lo Scrnwl mgtiages
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My, whodesigned many honws
in Evangton, 11, narth of Chicaga.

For years, the Mortons bl
heen designing their oam nestan.
rant intervors and buying and
fixing up homes, o hotby that
laenehed their business,
FroSdesimm

This edifece presented unprecs
edented chalbenges,

Thiey boasgha is anyweay:

Solhingr their NHonhficld Bome,
they moved inboean Evanson
hovel with their theee childnen,
ages B months to 5 years, They
e thee pesit sin msomthe there

while crews stripped ow ashes-
I-:.m'|m1:,:|‘1[l|‘rl.'uiri.‘|_|{ LE[H Bk
code, laid new wood floors and
made the R000-2quane- foot
heowiee partially habieable.

Thear baky (their youngest
dagghter, not the honse) noaw is a
Geapear-old girl whose woekend
craft projoct sits tothe left of the
crackling hireplace, next o the
aversize colfee mble where the
I':'ml.':l:.'q;rl'l:-,-l': eats dinmer and plays
hoand ganses during the colder
msonths, There ks no sepanybe
family roog.

“Thare aren't S0 many roHns in

this hoaie, bul the scale Bsvery
penenois,” Morton sabd, <You
nml phoces thal ane very gemer-
[o T |_'-r-|:|-;'r|:|-111l}='|l.-.11l.'l:||'r'-'l. any
lel:rul' irnpact. Thiz biving reom
el 0o wallow I'||1|r:."L

Miorbon started with 42-inch-
diep wofas

=HE st very oM in a

Eiving room bo hanve wofad you sink

intoy shee said, =That was a per-
somal chaioe When we ane to-
gether as a fanmily, it all happens
o theessee sodas™

Shee omly recently found the
right mug bo anchor Ehe ditting

e, 20 8-by=13 Turkish sueani
troen Ohear Therian in Chicago.
She moeed s smaller prede-
eeraor bo the [Thrany,

=Tl st wait 3 doeade (o find
soqething 1 hove than bay sonsec-
thing at Pottery Barm to throw on
the Roar™ she said. “When [ 2o
thic rugs. 1 fele like it belonged
newhene elee™

Otheer bagers in thee rooam make
it personal. The mantel hobds a
portrait of her hushand’s fBither,
wha foaght in World War Iz a
drawing his sister broughe back
from laudia; bwo artworks by their

children: a :::111 life painted
micsthecer; amad lnhngﬂ\:.l?uru{

behinad the h.r at the original
Morton's restaurant in Hyde Park,
=20 it has this great smoked patina
o it Wiorton said,

“It's beven & sl process of
eollecting, sdding — mot misch
sbtmncting:!™

A sunmaom on the back gide of
thie living room functions as her
office and the kids” art roons, with
a Jong tabde and 2 wall coated in
hallohoard paint, which sl
hodds mesaapes meests serawled
during their dyughter’s bat mite-
vah a cousple of years ago “Ics like
a livirg work of are” Morton sakd,
ciniae Ehat weill soon b reworkoed by
bt so's bhar mitovah,

Bk im the living room, the
M Pac-Nan gasie, she said, was
agift from her huthand for her
4ith birthday. *1 do hold the
house high score™

Ehet e hirm thee dnam kit for
his 2,

“Miy hushand arnd T have been
dating since we wene 16,” she said,
“We were ina rock band in b
schaol. [ was the finger. and he
s thee dramimees”

Jam sesaions have been known
mhrikﬂuh;lwﬁaﬁ'iﬂld wha s
a profesor of contemporany
commposition sits down at the

[l

“It's & pood entcriniming house
arsd o pood family house,” she
i, “Mothing is oo precious
heres iv's all welloased®

Bt their son roew takes his
skatehoands andd fricnds upstairs
tor thee: thisd Boor, where they've
FEVEN Bw seaning o the wond
ballreony, playing cateh across s
e (51T

Mlorton will call dmeeut on
theat activity when the entine thind
sory 1% painted in December, the
first depan its transfarmation 1o a
kids headquanters appointed with
oopches, TV, video games and
THHOT,

“The other duy my hushand
scabal, "D yoan think we can g it
v ithee keiids as their Hanukksh
presentd Morton said, =1 sxid,
“Dhi wos o memmcenber that we
e it 1o them last wear as their
Hanuklah presem? Lot’s just pet
it dome?’

“Bast chst’s o vou have to
tackle a project like this” she sadd,
=i by rosmn, Dt by linghe”
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