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WELL
SUITED

A NEW RICE-AREA HOME WITH

LIGHT APLENTY AND DECOR INSPIRED
BY MEN'S SUITING MAKES A BRIGHT

PAD FOR A STYLISH BACHELOR.

By Carla Jordan

Photography by Julie Socfer
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\\"h(‘l'l a ISOS ra |'|E]'|' 5"_\'[: ]'Iu.l'l'lf
unexpectedly hir the marker not far from
Rice and tony Southamptan last year, an
international mergers and acquisitions
artorney—a bachelor with grear style and
a taste for the good life—moved fast to

secure it. Talk abour a smooth acquisition!

Because the house was in teardown
condition, he decided to starr fresh; he
hired architect Kurt Aichler, who had
created his previous home, and did his
dcsig,n due dﬂigfncc. ket puta lot of
lhought into the architectural p];ms and
design,” says the homeowner, who asked
not ta be named. "I read several books on
building a new home... and provided lots
of input on the architectural drawings.”

The lawyer asked Aichler to create a
comfortably modern space with a sleek,
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masculine vibe. He wanted clean lines

bur not stark modern, lots of natural

light and a first floor with good Aow

and room for multiple areas of seating.
Eatly in the planning stages, Aichler

suggested adding an interior designer to

the mix, so the structure and decor would

sync up. The homeowner’s flair for research

kicked in JE_'.Ii.J't, and he wenr online o

lock at Pcrtfoﬁos. He qnickl_\' gr.wit.'.tcd

o {:]‘ .'I.ndﬁs Dod Son EP]C." '\'\']'IO!(' E].‘ 55-lc'

modern dnsign aesthetic mirrored his.

Sm]l ]1r “ﬂllll‘] I(‘:'Ill'l fbu'IT hl'r H'H‘Til-‘ll]oils

organization skills were akin to his as

well, and a beautiful partnership began.
“During our initial meeting, Chandos

showed me a sample project binder with

a calendar and a derailed budger in an

Excel spreadsheet,” he notes. “I'm very

e so0ring living
moam's masuling
decor; pavers of
polished concrefe
ploced im0 rendom
patlarn crele o
unigue frent-yard
approach fior gisests;
teak Eggersmann
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business-oriented, so that was the deal
clincher for me.” It didn’t hurt eicher thar
the attorney also wanted to build a serious
contemporary art collcc[iou—scmm:hlng
for which Eplc}"s team is known.

With the drs]r_n créew now in pincﬂ
work began on the 4,200-square-foor
home, which was intended to complement
the nearby Museum Districe architecrure.
Since the lot is located in an area of the
city known for its spectacular trees, care
was taken to preserve the grand 83-year-
old live cak in the front yard and make it a
1J|1dsc.1ping focal point. To accommaodate
the outdoor amenities the lawyer
wanted—a ponl. fountain and .1mp1c
entertaining space—A ichler dcsig;lcd a
U-slupcd structure that wmppcd around
an inner courtyard, while Epley ralked
the homeowner out of ane item on his
must-have list. "I wanted a swim-up bar,
but Chandos said no,” the homeowner
laughs. "And that was the right call.”

As the structure ook shape, the
artorney went online to gather thoughts on
the interiors he liked. "My iPhone’s Houzz
app was a huge help and gave me lots of
ideas, which | shared with Chandos,” he
says. 1 wanted to make sure that my home
would be functional and suit my lifeseyle.
I'm a bachelor with no kids, whao doesn't
like clueter and knick-knacks. For me, the

things in my home should have a purpose.”

In the end, his design wish list was
characteristically succinet. “He wanted
interiors with warmeh and timeless
appeal—a very comfortable sofa, pet-
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friendly decor, beautiful wood floors and
a killer wine room,” says Eple}’. From his
'Prl:\.'ious horn:‘ he I)[Ullf_]‘lt on])’ an art
dcco‘ bﬂf l.’)' RJIP]'I LJllIcJ'I. some nlilfﬂri
and his master bed. So, for the most part,
]‘Iis df!ig]l(‘r h]d a clf:l]'l slﬂrf. save FﬂT a &w
broadly stated reserictions: nothing frilly,
nothing aver-the-top and nothing purple.
Since he liked neutrals, his designer
turned to men's suiting fabrics for
inspiration, opting for a warm palette
in dark brown, charcoal gray and ivory.
These hues complemented the richly
underseated modern art and helped
r_rounc] the decor in spaces like the
living room, where a scaring a 23-foot
cpiling. overhead sL:)’w.l[k and l:lrge
'\.V‘[n(io“‘ f'xl)"l“sl‘ﬁ Cnllld hﬂ\'? I)lo\’(‘n
overwhelming. Luxe herringbone, wool,
linen and velver are mixed with supple
leather for subtle contrast and texture;
these are also durable picks for the
home of a bachelor whe, despite being
intensely private, likes to entertain
and hang out with his Cavalier King
Charles spaniels, Major and Martin.
Walls were !):li.mpd white to create
a light, airy feel—and help art, like Jay
Giroux's oil-on-canvas “Mostly Cs and
Zeras," show well. “Tts street-graffiti,
urban style adds a youth ful qualiry
to the space,” says art advisor Lindsay
Davis, who consulted. “The client had
a strong sense of color, texture and
harmony, so he gravitated toward arc
that had a sense of the artist’s hand.”
To enhance CONTINUED:..

53

HOUSTON AUGUST 2004

showplace for colbeiibles;

"He wanted interiors with
warmth—a comfortable sofq,
pet-friendly decor, beautiful
wood floors and a killer
wine room,” says Epley.
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+ CONTINUED architectural interest,
touches of plaster, iron, wood and
srone were .'ldd.cd. as were il.l |1d-]-lf\'\'".
J-l-'l |1d‘!cllpfd. bl(‘ﬂch('d \.\Dud Hoﬂr!.
“We also used textural grass eloth and
WDI WJ]EP]PE[’!:‘ !:l_'\'; Eplf_\'.
A [nicluwr:hr—rccnl]ins]
wallpaper adds rexture to
the master bedroom,
while geometric-print
wallpapers create
small-space wow in
the guest bath, an
upstairs hall and on the
master closer cci]ius."
Eplt"_v also used tile
in transformative ways,
with attention to detail that
had the pcrrccriunisr hameowner
singing her praises. “She even had the rile
installers lay our the tile on the ground so
she could inspect each tile to make sure
all were perfect,” he says. Merallic bronze
wall tile adds a touch of gloss to the dining
room, while richly veined marble tile in
a rectangular format makes the powder
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Trom 504 and
Brohens Moval is
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bath appear larger and grander. In the
backyard, just beyond the pool, is a wall
fountain fashioned of ceramic rile thar
recalls currnf_mtn‘l st:‘cl. Hanked b}' two
massive pieces of black honed granite.
The stunning wine room off the
dining room—with El.tss
walls and back lighting
that illuminates the
boteles and makes the
space sparkle like
a jewel box—may
be the house's most
unique feature.
“Although I'm not
a wine collector, [
enjoy drinking and
sharing it with friends
"Il'lf{ f‘l“'ﬂ i]}'." 5‘1}'5 fh(‘ I;l\\'}'l“‘.
He not only shares the cccasional
bottle with his friends, but he also shares
the home itself, frequently inviting
others into the space he loves so well.
And what de they think of
it? “Truthfully,” he says, smiling,
“they are blown away." @
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