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Overcoming challenges in'an old building

allowed for uber innovation in a small space
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Dresner of Dresner Design in Chicage called "a medieval dungeon -

dark and small”

"My client is a tall guy - & 11" fo be exact” he said, "so much of the
project was about rmaking the space feel more expansive and choosing
fixtures that allowed encugh clearance”

Dresner's plan of aftack included raising the celling height and

I t's hard to belisve this space used fo lock like what designer Scott

lightening and brightening the finishes to give the kitchen the illusion of
mare space and openness. He chose elements he thought would best
complement the existing architecture, including o onedon Calacatta
Gold markle kitchen island.

"l designed everything the way | would want it if| lved there," he added.
| designed the kitchen island big enough to dllow for seating, cooking
and prep but small encugh fo accommodate o small sitfing reom”
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Designer Scoff Dresner chose bright. light
finishes fo creafe fhe fifusion of more space
and openness. Cabinefry was provided by
Greenfield Cabinefry and includes smart
sforage opfions.
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Before the renovation, the ceiling had been accessed several fimes
fo add new ductwork for central air condifioning, and as d resulf, it had
been lowered fo 8 feet, Dresner demolished the existing ceilling and
removed the existing &4n. cans fo allow him to raise it back to ? fest,
making the room feel larger,

"This is @ very old building., and there were a lof of skeletons in the
closet” he said. "Every single thing had to be redone.”

This included the electrical plan and no existing laundry room or vent-
ing systern for a dryer. Dresner and his feam redid the electrical and cre-
ated cabinetry fo house a ventless washer and dryer. The building wasnt
able to accommodate the massive island, so it was craned through the
living room window with an inch and o half fo spare.

According to Dresner, innovative fechnigues came into plaoy with space
planning. including:

« Wine sforage in a 94n.-deegp cabinet where boffles lay on their sides
and fake up less floor space in the small city kitchen

« A sfate-ofthe-art AY systern controlled from an iPad

+ Decorative light fixtures that accommodate the owner's height

« A beam celling system that houses small, modemn, halogen lighting

+ A Calacatta slab backsplash with floafing stainless shelves as op-
posed fo upper calinetry
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"Even though the clienthas 2,500 square feet of living space, he spends
all his fime in the kitchen because he loves it so much,” said Dresner.

This year's jJudges feel the same way about this Kitfchen of theYear, giv-
iNg praise to the thickness of the island top. the architectural defail in the
calling, the srmart use of storage and the unexpectad use and look of the
open shelving in lieu of the expected upper cabinets, which Christopher
Grubb said "credted an inferesting counterdo-ceiling backsplash.”

I love the affention to detail - they did o ot with a litfle space, and
it offered liffle detfails that created o theme throughout the room.” said
David Stirnmel."It's what is hot right now - but it's done redilly, really well, |

- Dresner redid the eleefrical
and creafed cabinefry fo
- house a washer and dryer.

Designer: Scoff Dresner,
Dresner Design,
Photographers: Overalf
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Cabinetry: Greenfield
Cabineiry; Dishwasher:
Bosch, Faucet: Hansgrohe;
Pendants: Resforation
Hardware; Refrigerator:
Viking. Stove /Hood: Wolf



