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The Mod Squad

A Wilmetle family updates their mideentury abode.
| By Amalic Drury | Phorsgraphy by Fric Hawaman |

O a leafy Wilmerre streer where stately Tudors and Caolanials
are the nerm, an all-white, squared-off house may look ar first
glance like it docsn't belong, But the architeces of the mideentury
structure were the famous Keck brothers—rthey designed hundreds
of madern, livable hontes for Maorth Shore clients herween che 19305
and 70s—which makes the house more of a Chicagoe classic than
many of ies neighbaors. CONTINUED. ..
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O TINUEDR Twelve VEArS @fo, the house was
purchased by a couple with rwo haby davghrers.
They hired Tern Crntwenden, an architece and interior
designer with Susan Fredman Design Croup, to make
it more suitable for family living, and the most notable
-u'.|'|.'||:'.gi' was the construction of a st iki:l'lg glnﬁn-l?n:{
addirion 1o the second Hoor thar the !';:ill.\. waed a5 a
plavecem. It became 2 land of crafis, dress-up and
make believe among the changing colors of the trees.
Still in kove wich their Keck & Keck house a decade
but in need of updates o match their evalving
|iFi':\'I}".lt'. the :F.tl'l'lil_'_.' Il.'i:l:'l"lr]:r' turned o Crittenden again.

later

“The gi:l‘. are i |'|ig|'| school now” SAVE Critrenden.

“The basement was complerely unfinished, and they

wanted it o be a place where friends could come over,
hang out and warch TV

But making the basement frel like an extension of
rI'Il.' [{=18 H‘FT]H.' I'I‘i"l.l:\l.' I'I‘il:\'l.'d E] Fi."u'u' % IIi;”l'I'I gl.'.‘i. o"[ t'.l.' Ki:l‘.i.'i

hrochers il in '|_“.--h:c-'| 3 sneel ﬁl:;u:l.lrs.._“ Crirrenden
explains. “We were himited in the Aeorplan changes
we could make, and the space was
a licele chopped up”

The hemeowners didn’t wane

SWEEFNG VIEWS

the basement to feel like & dungeon,
and luckily for them, the house
has an icomic, curved glase-block
wall that wraps around the main
staircase and direces nacural lighe

toward the lowsr costiNueD, ..
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LCONTINUED Jevel, Crittenden worked to creace
inviting seating arcas throughout the long, narrow
hasement, usi ng Cui.El.‘u'l'l-l.lri.ig:::-:] furnirire like a
large, curved learher wofa thar encourages circularion
and doesn't tarn its back on any part of the space,

The upper levels of the house were also due for
a face-lift. Crittenden changed paint colors and light
fixtures throughout, often with the goal of highlighting
the mwners” contemporary art collection. It brings so
muech life o che howse,” Critrenden says, Particularly
in the dramatic gallery-slash-dining-room, "The
terrazzo floor is a decp gray, and we used a light vellow
color on the walls—the artwork juse sings against
that backd rap.”

Upsrairs in the rree house, a more grown=up
aeschenic has prevailed. The lile-girl toys and colors
have been replaced by comforable lounge seating in
calm. organic hues that echo the view cutside the
windows—though there's still a ballet barre complete
with a mirrored wall on one side of the room.

“Thev're really living here. They have such affection
for the howse,” says Cntrenden of the homeowners,
with whom she's become friends. “They wnderstand
how meaningful good design is. And whar [ love abour
their stvle is thar, while they henor the house's intene,
they add color in a way that's very happy and fun-filled,
It works.” m
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