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all seen movies in which the lift
doors open and the passenger steps
straight out into their lavish New York

loft apartment with no front door or hallway
to pass through first. ‘I always wanted that
when I was growing up; says Pol Theis, the
Luxembourg-born designer who is now based

in Manhattan. For the last couple of years, the
man behind P&T Interiors has had it, in all its
expansive, industrial glory

This was an old paper conservatory; he
explains. "No one had ever lived in it before. It's
aclassic 1920s art-deco building and Thave the
whole 10th floor. I restored the polished con-
crete flooring and replaced the windows to the
original industrial design.

For an interior designer to find a blank can
vas in midtown Manhattan, with views to
iconic skyscrapers and out across the Hudson
river, is miraculous.

The Theis aesthetic s refined kind of gothic,
right down to the all-black deconstructed ward
robe of clothing he's amassed from downtown
fashion temple Hotoveli. The terrace of
his Garment District loft is festooned with
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woyles and the interior features a mix of

nacabre flea-market finds, industrial fixtures

and self-consciously twee touches the
andmother style

Europear 1s he puts it
counterbalanced with a darker edge. There are
skulls that have been turned into objets diart

and the skeleton of a small goat stands in a glass

case. T puta wigon it, so it’s unique; he says

Much of the furniture has been made by his
own company PET, including a side table witl
animmense metal chain on top, as ifto sug

amonstrous hird perch, There are also one-off
objects such as the dolls' heads that have been
turned intosculptures, and 19th-century chairs
from the Black Forest in Germany, assembled
fromantlers. Pol Theis would top Bram Stoker's
list of interior designers,

One gets the sense that Theis could casily
move into fine art if he ever tired of creating
lavish homes for clients in New York and Paris
What I'm looking for when 1 create these
piccesisreally just an installation and a unique
piece for the space. 1f you want to call it art, be
my guest

Before his New York City lifee he was a cor
and I was
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Joved it, but [didn't want to do that my whole
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life. Thad always been interested in design, but
in Paris, everythi
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thatitisn't relentlessly or simplistically goth
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Theis enjoys this space on his own with his

super-sized bulldog, Miss Lucy. but it's also a
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