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A Spanish-style transformation from architect Bulent Baydar 2@%%.0;_-19‘6’0‘8‘
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“THE FAMILY WANTED A
SANTA BARBARA LOOK TO THE
HOUSE —A CLEAN-LINED
SPANISH STYLE ON THE EXTERIOR
WITH MODERN INTERIORS."
—BULENT BAYDAR

I ——
|

o fIﬂiﬁu

i

l

J

i

103 SOUTHERN HOME | JANUARY /FEBRUARY 2017

{

Inspired by Santa Barbara-style
houses, architect Bulent Baydar
reconfigured the interiors oz

the 1969 ranch to create a
wide-open plan for the main
living areas. Dreary double-hung
windows were replaced with a
bank of tall windows overlooking
the wooded landscape. The new
vaulted ceiling follows the roofline,
while beams bring a note of
infimacy fo the space.

hen this
Atlanta
couple
originally
bought
their home,
it certainly was not for the
structure itself. An unremark-
able 1960s rancher, the house
had few redeeming stylistic
attributes. But its location on the
border of the Chattahoochee
River National Recreation Area

and Whitewater Creek pre-
sented irresistible possibilities.

Complete with hiking trails and

the river, the land is protected
and will never be developed—
a unique find within the city
limits. The inside of the home,
however, remained a mystery.
“The house was in foreclosure,
so we weren’t able to see the
inside before we bought it

at auction on the courthouse

steps,” the homeowners explain.

“A few hours after purchasing
the home, we met a locksmith
at the house, allowing us our
first view of the interiors. The ]
previous owners had done some
minor work to the kitchen, but
the house looked every hit its
40-plus years of age.”

For the renovation, Bulent
Baydar of Harrison Design in
Atlanta was the couple’s archi-
tect of choice. Baydar immedi-
ately set about reimagining the
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This page and right:
The fireplace provides
separation between the
family room and dining
room. A painting by
Carolyn Carr hangs over
the modem feature.
Leather dining chairs
surround a Spanish-style
fable for casual-chic
entertaining. Opposite
page, far right: The
open, lightfilled family
room has come a

long way from ifs
nondescript origins.

home’s potential. “It was not at
all the style that these home-
owners wanted,” he says. “It
was a typical ranch house with
very traditional spaces. They
wanted a Santa Barbara-style
house—a clean-lined Spanish
influence on the exterior and a
modern look inside.”

First, the anemic-pink brick
had to go. Baydar covered the
entire facade with stucco and
replaced all the windows and
doors. “We then added a clay-
tile roof, which didn’t require
too much extra structural
work,” he says. The portcullis-
like front door was replaced
with a Spanish-style wood

plank door inset with a small
window. On the back of the
original house, a patchwork
of multiple-paned, double-
hung windows allowed limited
views of the outdoors. “We
opened up the entire rear
facade with large banks of
windows overlooking the
wooded view,” says Baydar.
Inside the house, clean lines
and bold spaces bring in the
Santa Barbara style. With
the new expanse of glass
connecting the house to the
outdoors, the design enhances
rather than competes with
the view. “The ceiling heights
were already 9 feet, but we

"WE COULD TELL THAT THE

BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE HOME
WAS SOLD, AND MORE IMPORTANT,
THE LOT WAS A UNIQUE FIND WITHIN
THE CITY LMITS OF ATLANTA."

—THE HOMEOWWNER
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The previously dark and
enclosed kitchen was
fransformed info a bright,
efficient space for medal
prep and entertaining.
In keeping with the style
of the adjacent family
room, Baydar designed
the cabinetry with
minimal ornamentation.
Glass tiles add shimmer,
and a frestle table
provides a place for
family breakfast and
homework.
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"SINCE THE KITCHEN
IS OPEN TO BOTH
THE FAMILY ROOM
AND THE DINING
ROOM, THE HOME-
OVWNERS WANTED
MODERN SLAB
CABINETRY THAT
WOULD BLEND
WITH THE SPACE.”
—BULENT BAYDAR

did vault the kitchen/dining/
living room space to follow the
roofline. We also added some
false beams to bring the space
down to a human scale,” says
Baydar. Because the kitchen is
completely open to the family
room and the dining room, the
homeowners wanted modern
slab cabinetry that would
complement the space, he adds.
The neglected backyard
became an oasis of natural
beauty that echoes the neigh-
boring parkland of cascading
streams and majestic trees.
And while the topography of
the lot offered beautiful views,
it required the homeowners to
put in numerous retaining walls,
creating multiple terraces. “Our
landscapers were able to reuse
rock we found on the site to build
these walls,” the couple says.
And just as the stones were
repurposed for use in the new
landscape, the humble ranch
house has received a second
chance in the hands of a skilled
architect and visionary owners.
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Opposite page: The island’s waterfall
quartz counterfop contributes fo the
seamless look of the kitchen. This page:
A screened porch off the kitchen offers
an ideal spof for morning coffee
outside in comfortable weather. The
previously uninvifing rear of the house
was transformed with lofty windows
and Spanish-style architectural details.
A deck aids the transition from indoors
fo out, with a natural landscape
echoing the surrounding parklands.
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Opposite page: Soft textures define the serene master bedroom.

A dark-wood fester bed gives the neutral space definition.

This page: The spacious bathroom opens fo the garden, with privacy
fencing to allow for long soaks in the floating tub. A glass-walled
shower keeps the whole space open and airy.
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