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IN HER SEARCH FOR A PRIVATE MALIBU BEACH RETREAT, ACTRESS
COURTENEY COX DISCOVERS THAT THE PERFECT LOCATION IS ONLY THE BEGINNING
.

Text by David Sokol - Photography by Simon Upton
Produced by Anita Sarsidi
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FROM TOP: Countertops by Caesar.
Stome, ovens and a refrigerator by
Gaggenau, and stainless-steel sinks
by Franko in the main kitchen; the
hight fixture is from Nesson Lighting,
and the barstools are vintage. Inthe
lving room, a Kent Williams paint.
ing hangs above a Jacques Adnet
étagére and alamp from Intérieurs
FACING PAGE: A vintage French lamp
extends over a Haenisch-designed
sectional in the living area, the
custom-made cocktad table is from
Bourgeois Bohéme, and the chalr

is by Hans Wegner; a Samsung tele-
vision is set into the flagitone
fireplace surround. See Resources
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+ Arom Cox's previous homa i paired with
stoolks from Lebanon; Gervasond lolinge
chairs are upholstered in a Perennlals
Tabric, and the decking s ipé. FACING
PAGE, FROM TOP: A custom-made Dan-
Quette surrounds » tesk.and.stod lave
rock fire pit. Stools upholstergd in
vyl ot the bar outside the screening
house's Qalley kitchen. Sep Resdurods
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Her new home has a traditional shape and had been paint-
ed a rich brown by the previous owners. *It was beautiful,”
says Cox. “But | don't like things to be too dark, and | knew
it needed a big revamp for my taste.” Actress Laura Dern
referred her to architect Michael Kovac; Cox then hired her
good friend Trip Haenisch to helm the intenor design. “There
was a good balance between Michael and Trip, " says Cox
*‘Michael is definitely more modern; Trip tried to make the
house look ke it had been here forever.” The result, she says,
S “very ampile, with bronzed-steel tim, white walls, and wood
floors. Nothing too cluttered and not a lot of fancy details.”

in the spirit of Monica Geller, the driven, perfectionist chef
she played on Friends, Cox sure-handedly led the team
through “intense”™ once-a-week planning meetings that kast-
ed three hours. *I've been overseeing renovations of my
homas for along time, and | have strong opnions about what
| want and why.” She scrutinized every detail, down to the
smoky color of the tennis courts. Kovac recalls a visit from
the tennis court surface company representative, who dis-
played his 10 stock colors, None quite fit the bill, “Courteney
got him to bring a sample of the pigments of every color they
had, along with some paintbrushes and paper plates, and
averyone on the building team worked on maxing the pig-
ments into new combinations. She had to get it exactly
right.” That level of exactingness only impressed her collab-
orators. “She's passionate and clear about what she wants,”
says Haenisch, "but she’s open to hearing what you have to
say. She pushed us to give her the best we could. | think we
taught each other a lot just going through the process.”

Cox has fond memcries of growing up with 20 first cousins
and Sunday-afternoon family gatherings at her grand-
mother’s house. “I've been carrying on that tradition of
having a family-and-friends day for years,” she says, with
Sunday get-togethers built around dinner and karaoke.

A painting by Matthew Meller, vintage

leathaer chairs by Charles Pollock, and a .
poured-concrete floor in the tennis

house. FACING PAGE: In the master bed-

room’s sitting area, a painting by Matt

Palmer hangs above a custom-made day- N

bed; the throw is by Hermés, and the rug
is by the Rug Company. See Resources.
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Cox cannily invited Kovac 1o a party at her former house so
he could see how guests interacted and moved through the
space. “The whole fiow of that afternoon and evening really
drove the design of the new house,” he says. “We 100k every
thing that worked well there and mace it better here.”

The main kitchen looks out over the deck and pool and
beayond, 10 the vast expanse of sea and sky. “With the doors
open, you feel like you're complately outside,” says Cox

The goal, Haenisch explains, was to have the ocean visible

Nass of the interiors allows the maestic landscape to take
priority. “The house sits on the property in a quiet way,” he
continues. The exterior and the cutdoor deck were painted
aarth toneas, 10 blend in wath the surroundng trees,

"Malibu is all about being outside,” says Haenisch, To that
end, a smaller galley kitchen attached to the sige of the
screening house has a "hot-dog window™ modeled afler
food trucks; from there, Cox's che! prepares snacks and
serves drinks to guests gathered around the peol, (This also
means that there's no after-party cleanup noise when
it's time for Coco, Cox's seven-year-old daughter with actor
David Arquette, 10 go 10 sleep.) A banquelte surrounds

a lava-rock fireé pit that juts out over the descent 10 the

ocean. *| have coffee there every day,” Cox says

The sense of openness carries throughout the rest of
the house, where glass walls fiood the rooms wath light, in
the master bedroom, French doors lead onto another deck
over ':j:oklr'.g the water. In the hy ng room, 0ax oorsand a

flagstone fireplace further blur the boundanes between out-

doors and in, Punchy artworks by Harland Miller, Massimo

Vitah, and Kent Williams acd color and humor, "Michael and

Trip gave me everything | wanted,” she says. “This is
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0%, and the sink fr-

Dy Waterworks; the chair and

Sttoman are upholstered in a velvet by
Rose Tarlow Melrose House, and the
artwork was done by Cox’s father while
he was in high school, See Resources

FOR MORE ON COURTENEY COX'S HOUSE, INCLUDING PHOTOS OF THE RENOVATION, GO TO



