Jeffrey Bilhuber revamps
a classic Seattle house for
two stylish empty nesters

TEXT BY PETER HALDEMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY BY RICHARD POWERS
PRODUCED BY ANITA SARSIDI
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A ceiling coated in Farrow & Ball’s Setting Plaster paint
lends a blushing glow to the living room of Lee and Stuart
Rolfe’s Seattle home, which was outfitted by designer
Jeffrey Bilhuber. Grouped before the 18th-century Scottish
mantel are a round cocktail table by Lucca Antiques
and a custom-made lounge chair and sofas; the chandelier
is by Démiurge New York, the painting is by Claire
Sherman, the mirror is from Lucca & Co., and the rug is by
Mitchell Denburg Collection. For details see Sources.




ee and Stuart Rolfe are Seattleites with
deep and expansive roots in the Emerald
City. Both were raised in the area in large
close-knit families—hers built the Space
Needle, while his once owned the Seattle
Post-Intelligencer. After marrying, the
couple reared their own children in an
early-1900s Craftsman house in Madison Park, a leafy
neighborhood on the shore of Lake Washington. The place
was a lodestone for friends and relatives, and Lee’s memo-
ries of it have an almost Rockwellian glow: “A giant yard
with kids running around, wonderful carnivals in our gar-
den, Saturday morning pancakes. . .. It was just one of those
homes where the cookie jar was always full”

Still, when Lee and Stuart—who is the president of Wright
Hotels, a company that manages and develops properties in
the Northwest—sent their youngest off to college three years
ago, they looked forward to starting a new chapter. Tt would
take place, conveniently, just blocks away. The pair traded in
the Craftsman for a 1908 Colonial that overlooks the lake
through stands of evergreens. Although of the same era, the
two homes are like night and day. “The old house was sort of
a dark box,” Lee says. “Here, you walk in and you’re flooded
with light” (Sunlight is to Seattle residents roughly what space
is to New Yorkers.) As interior designer Jeffrey Bilhuber,
whom the Rolfes hired to update the new home, puts it: “This
was a house that would allow the future into their lives”

For Lee, who spearheaded the project, greeting that future
meant embracing her lifelong passion for the visual arts. >

antique wood:panels
from Todd-Alexander
Romano set an inviting
——scene.in the library;
the chandelier is by
Bourgeois Boheme,
and the steel sculpture
is by Peter Millett.
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