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OLD WORLD AND NEW AGREE ON
A HILLSIDE IN LOS ANGELES

Arnchiteciure by Harolc Levitt
Intersor Design by Martynus- [rpp
lext by Peter Haldeman
Photography by Tim Street-Porter

r's a common complaint

in bewer ll\‘lglliml'h(‘uxi\

across America, Where

are the properties that
haven't been remodeled inro
oblivion? “We'd heen looking
for a year, and evervthing we
saw had been added on to or
overbuilt or had no personal-
ity;” recalls one woman who
grew up in g line home on the
west side of Los Angeles and
planned o resettle in the arca
with her husband after rerir-
ing. “When our realtor ealled
and said we had ro sce some-
thing, we came flying.”

The source of their excite-
ment was indeed a find—
a hillside villa butle late in
his career by the noted archi-
tect Harold Levitt. A second-
generation modernist, Levirr
designed airy, streamlined en
vironments that took fll ad-
vantage of Southern Cali-
fornia’s benign chimate and
narural beanty. Unlike many
of his peers, he focused on
high-end residential projects,
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conceiving sumptuously lofy
homes for celebrity clients
from Debbie Reyvnokls o Lew
Wasserman. Built in the early
1990s, the villa boasts Levatt’s
stgnature clean lines and dra-
matic proportions, but its also
one-of-a-kind. Its entrance-
an 18th-century French doar
floated in a wall of glass—an
NOUNCes A COZY SPIN On mo-
derniry, a look thar embraces
fagstane floors, slump-stone
walls and log overhangs.
Discovering this jewel was
one thing, polishing ivanother
matter altogether, The couple
had collected are and antiques
for most of their lives, bur
they quickly realized that then
things didn’r fit the house. “I
guess we'd never had cellings
that high,” the wife savs with
a laugh. “We moved in, and
everythung looked like the
Munchkins lived here” Their
neat thought was to “go mod-
em” with the furnishings But
that was before they paid a
visit to the house across the

Murtyn Lawrence-Bullard and ‘Tip
Haenisch, of Masyous-Tripp, eres
ated 3 Buropean \’illr\t'\h‘ mreriorn
for a 1 os Angeles house designed
by Harold Levitt in the carly 1990s,
Recaris Pierre Bonnard’s 1925 Chivn
Chassarint des Ossenay hangs in the
living room. Edelman leather and
Glant velvet on sofr. Larsen fabrics
on footstools. Mansour area rug,




Fhe dining rooe features a two
panel work by Edoward Voillard,
Sarcha Guitrs dany les Coulivvey dor
Thewtre, 1922, Dinner senvice from
Herend, Flatware from Chrisiofle.
Linco napkins froos Hermés. Chair
suede, Ralph Laurcn Home. Ex.
quisite Surfaces vak floorboards,

street andd discavered the wal-
ents of Martyn Lawrence-
Bullard, the des gner who was
redomg their neighbar’s 1us-
can=stvie residence. Accornd-
ing to Lawrence Bullasd, they
starzed our small. *I went over,
and they said, "Maybe to begin
with we could just pull togeth-
er the living room,"” he re-
calls. “Well, before you Lnew
it....m Betore vou knew it
three years had passed, and

every room in the house had
benefited from a top-to-bot-
tom makeaver.
Lawrence-Bullard, who
worked on the house with his
parmer, Trip Haenisch, at
Murtynus-"Tripp, is an En-
glish -horn former actor with a
flair for the dramatic. It was
his inspiration ta revamp what
lie culls a “ranch house villa™
INtO “a crons Between an 18th-
cenmuey ltalian villa and a Por-

tuguese quinta. We wanred 1o
give it more of a European
Ravor™ To that ond, some of
the intenor walls were treat-
cd with Venetan plaster (whick
1s mixed with marble dust);
white louvered doors gave way
to heavy lalian portals and
carved Portugoese folding
screens; and prefab mantels
were replaced wath 18th-cen-

ury French limestone. With
the exception ol the master

hath, wluch was complete-
Iy rewarked, the house’ fine
bones were left unmolested,
The designers devoted
inost of rheir artenuon 10 us-
sembling a sophisricated miix
of antiques and arc. They
scoured the anction houses
and reaveled to London and
Paris with the wife to shop for
everything from 17th-rentury
olive-wood mirrors that had
previously belonged to Babe

Paley (now in the bedroom) to
a muscum-quality 18th-cen-
mry Portuguese seeretary and
console table (living room)
to a Biedermeier desk and
chairs (office). “We often de-
sign 4 lot of furniture, bul
here we just brought together
the most beautiful things we
could find” says Haenisch.
A collection of mellow Ushaks,
Sultanabads and Aubussons
links the diverse preves: “Mar-

tyn's all about color, and 'm
more ahout texture, but hoth
of those things help pull the
rooms together.”

I'he designers introduced
the couple to Parricia Mar-
shall, a French art dealer, who
helped them form a collection
that is not upstaged by mu-
seum -quality farniture. Pis-
sarro’s La Riviére anx Sanfes,
Eragny greets visitors in the
entrance hall. A Blue Pen-

"1 love collections,” comments
Haenisch, who used the wife's of-
fice to display the clients’ photo«
graphs, including work by Richard
Avedon, Herb Ritts, Edward Stei-
chen and Hoest. On the circa 1830
Austrian Biedermeier desk is o
Carticr box. Suede from Donghia
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Oprpontiy: “There's a funkiness |
think is charming,” Haenisch says
of the breakfayt arva, which has
misoaatched barstools, i pair of cie-
ca 1812 hithographs of mselons by
George Brookshaw and an 15th
century Dutch tall case clock. Eardy-
19th-ccatury Aubusson, Mansour.

od Picasso hangs in the liv-
ing room. A pair of Vuillard
pancls depicting the Mou-
lin Rouge grace the dining
room, and the artist’s sketches
for the panels appear in other
parts of the house. Leaven-
ing the blue-chip artare pieces
by the contemporary artists
that the couple contine o
collect—Peter Shelton, Joe
Goode, Jason Marun, Classic

fashion photographs by Stei-
chen, Horse and Avedon fill a
wall in the wife's office. “She
has a background in fashion
merchandising, and I collect
photography,” savs Haenisch,
“s0 it was fun helping her put
together the images”™
According o Lawrence-
Rullard, “the clients wanted to
have fine things, but fine
things in a comtortable and
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lived-in environmenr, Fvery-
thing in that house is some-
thing vou can sit on or touch.”
T'he house's indoor-outdoor
nature—its atrivums and foor-
ta-ceiling glass doors  helps
to keep things from get-
l‘.m__{ tOO Serious. ()utsidc. the
lush grounds have been tamed
meo graceful Old World

style gardens, Boston ivy and
mature trumpet and wisteria

Anovi: Two works from Joe Goodes
2000 Case and Effive series are in the
tammily room. Chinese vases and pais-
ley pellow Babiric, all of which ooce
belonged to Tony Duquette, from
Christic’s. Great Plaing sofa. Charles
Pollock octugunal tble, Joln Hobbs
sade chair. Quatain grotto stool.




Orrostre: "1 used 19th-century
paisley shawls as draperies for the
master bedroom,” Lawrence-Bul-
lard says. The 1915 drawing Man
with Mosrtache is by Albert Marquet.
I'be 17th-century mirror, from
John Hobbs, was owned by Babe Pa-
ley. Itakian chair, Charles Pollock.
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vines wrap the house in charm,
and the husband worked with
landscape architect W. Gar-
ctt Carlson to terrace the sur-
rounding hillside with stone
walls and walkways. On the
one-acre site you're never far
from a shaded bench or a
gurgling um.

Indoors and out, the couple
host their friends and family
(a son and two grown grand-

children) as often as they pos-
sibly can. *We entertain prob

ably once a week,” remarks the
husband, “with big parties
every three months. We had
150 guests at our Christmas
party. Martyn’s also an event
planner.” In fact, Lawrence-
Bullard and Haenisch remain
familiar presences in the cou-
ple’s lives. “Martyn and Trip's
ability, which I think is bor

derline genius, is that they
have versatility without waf-
fling,” the husband explains
“They can do a project for
a2 movie star, a socialite, an
everyday nice person.” Which
is why these everyday nice
people are now putting the
finishing touches on a Hamp-
tons-style beach house in
Malibu
of Martynus<Tripp,

courtesy, naturally,

Anove: Patio fumiture by the de-
signers provides an informal seating
arca by the pool, which, ke the flag-
stone deck, is o

“It takes years for vines to grow

in like this," Haenisch savs. *For-
tunately, the dients inbented these,™
Exquisite Surfaces olive odl jar.




