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YESTERDAY’'S CHARACTER FOR TODAY'S HOME
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This old cattle ranch is found in the hills of
western Montana, where ranching has been a
way of life since Midwesterners settled the high
plains in the 1860s. The ranch was a ramshackle
legacy of buildings from the turn of the last century
that included a plain ranch-style house along with
calving sheds, a few log barns, a tin wagon shed, and

smaller ou tbuildings.

Ontbuildings on the old vanch ivere reconstructed for new nses. The old ive-
fronse was redesigned to stove fishing tackle, and the veconstructed horse barn, located

beyond the farm bell, now houses a game room and bunk house.




The vanch house, seen through the classic western gallows gate, is a notched log cabin

in the Rocky Mountain rustic style. The cabin is one and a half stovies, with the tradi-

tional lowr caves and simple shingled gable roof typical of the style,

Ithough the place was tme worn, the

homeowner saw promise in the forlorn-
looking property and asked architects Bill Curtis and
Roussell Windham to coax the motley group of
buildings into a working ranch, while preserving its
Montana roots. The existng ranch house was an
unremarkable log structure, dating back to the late
18905 with little more than an empty shell worth
saving. But the place was perfectly located next to a
world-class trout stream. Bill and Roussell rebuilt the
entire house from the ground up to create a more
authentic version of the pioncer log cabins that were

built here by ranchers in the late nineteenth century.
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The trick was to tirn a plain house into a period
cabin fitted out with historic details that improved
on the original design, without becoming theatrical,
and that made the ranch house look and feel gen-
wine and vintage,

The architects began by studying the character
of the houses in surrounding valleys and the build-
ing traditions that shaped them, so that their new
design would fit in with the old local ranch archi-
tecture of the area. Their inspiration came from the
local vernacular of simple log ranch houses and
barns built before 1900, along with images of the

Rocky Mountain lodges of our national parks.



The reconstruceed cabin uses the traditonal
details of notched log construction, like crossed cor-
ners and overhanging log roof rafters. The architec-
tural details, coupled with the up-to-date structural
and mechanical systems, make the rebuilt house
both functional and Built for the Ages.

Inside the ranch, new finishes are rendered o
lock old. Ardsans used painted finishes and disoress-
ing techniques to make the rebuilt house look tar-
nished by wear, Creating the Patina of Age without
crossing the line into cowboy kitsch. The new old

house 15 successful because it avoids clichés and is

just plain comfortable, like a well-worn pair of jeans.

BUILDING WITH LOGS

The western ranchers imported their basic knowl-
edge of log construction from the frontier east,
where pioneers who settled the Appalachian Moun-

tains of Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee mastered

The connected row of double-hung windows

dates the porch to the tern of the nventieth
century, while the crossed log corners march the

original cabin.

hallmarks of style
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANCH

he cattle ranch has a long history in west-

ern Montana, a place that has provided

abundant pasturcland for beef cattle since
the 18605, when Midwestern ranchers migrat-
ed to the mountain valleys,

With vast forests for tmber, the new set-
tlers built almost every structure they needed
with logs—houses, barns, work sheds, and
fences. Thus the houses they built were four
sequare and simple in plan, dictated by stacking
logs to form straight-line boxes. When the
house was enlarged, as family needs grew,
another log box was added on, extending the

length of the house in a telescoping plan.

On the earliest nineteenth-century houses,
the roof was made of split logs or rough wood
planks that ran from the roof peak to the
eaves. These rough roofing boards were later
covered with split shingles to make the roof
more weather tight, At the turn of the twenti-
eth century, metal roofs were favored when
the material was made available with the

advent of railroads.
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log building a century earlier. Early ranch houses

are distinguished by the way in which the logs are
stacked and finished. Most houses were built with
peeled logs left round, though some were built with
logs squared on four sides with an ax.

The most distinctive feature of log house con-
struction is the corner joint, where the logs cross each
other. This joint varies from simple log construction,
where squared-log ends are stacked like bricks and
spiked together to elaborate doverail joints made of
interlocking Vs that hold without fasteners. On this
new old house, the corner joints are saddle notched
and crowned. To make this unusual joint, the builder

notches a round pocket, or saddle, out of the end of
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The low 7-ft., 6-in. ceilings of

the fiving room make the space
Seel intimate, like a one-room
calvin, White plaster panels on the
ceiling brighten the log room. The
Sireplace is made of blocks of Col-
orado wmoss rock, which fit together
precisely and feave the narural
weathered faces and moss patches

exposed.

each of the logs to form a perfect seat for the log
stacked above it The ends of each of the logs are left
overlong so that they stick out at the corners, a tech-
nique called crowning,

The space between the logs is usually chinked, or
filled in with materials, to make the joint airtight._ Tra-
ditional chinking was done with small stones, brush, or
even torn hopsacks and shredded old blankets. The
exterior joint was mortared closed with mud paste, a
durable mortar made of lime and sand. On the inside, a
small sapling was wedged between each of the logs to
make a more pleasing-looking interior fimsh, a tradi-
tional technique that the architects used for this new

old house,



A BLEND OF OLD AND NEW PARTS

A rack of antlers, a symbaol of old-fashioned pioneer
traditions in the Rocky Mountains, is mounted
above the front door as a welcoming gesture. The
single-story ranch house is built of logs of lodgepole
pine, which were probably harvested from the near-
by mountainside. Like many late-nineteenth-century
settlers’ cabins in the high valley, the log walls are
notched and crossed at the corners.

A new foundation under the house provides a
firm footing and basement space, which Incorporates
the Modern Conveniences of heating, electricity, and
water supply. The old peeled logs stack on top of
new foundation walls, covered with smooth river
stones that were pulled from the stream bed behind
the house. A stout stone chimney is buile of the

same stones, which have been tumbled round by the

Remnant casement window
provides pass-through
from kitchen.

Breakfast |
porch

Kitchen

A

Living room

Interior log walls

Dining
FOOM

river, Because the building materials were drawn
from the nearby landscape, the house feels like a part
of the setting and complements the land.

The restored logs are stained with a solid brown
pigment that makes the walls look brand new, high-
lighted by the bright white chinking of the fresh
mortar. And the new split cedar shingles on the roof
have not yet weathered to their dusty gray patina.
But time and weather will soften the raw new look
to Create the Patina of Age by bleaching the colors
and by staining the mortar with character.

v Terescoring DAy PrLax

A small bedroom wing, added to the ranch house in
the 1950s by previous owners, telescopes off one
end of the main cabin, in the same way that log
houses were extended historically. A new breakfast

room porch was added to the river side of the

UrpDATED Loc HousE

Side porch

Master bedroom

Stuchy |
I of living raom are
; chinked with saplings, -
' " Telescoping
- master bedroom wing

Front porch

FIRST FLOOR

Traditional notched log construction

shiows at ouiside corners of cabin.
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The rustic open staivcase inside the front

door is made of hand-hewn timbers and thick

plank treads supported by a log bracker.

house, enclosed on three sides by a band of sash
windows that can be opened to the sounds and
scents of the water, Built of logs and river stones
that duplicate the original cabin, this small addition
fits naturally with the traditional architecture of the
place but adds a new type of indoor-outdoor room

that was unknown in the pioneer days.

A PERSUASIVE PATINA

Architects and artisans worked together to Create the
Patia of Age on the interiors. The illusion of age
begins at the front door, where the living room per-
suades visitors that the cabin is at least a century old.
The designers blended faux finishes and antique
building materials into the rebuile house for the
look of an old mountain lodge.
The amber wood walls of the living room feel

like those of an old fishing cabin, hung with artwork
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and memorabilia collected over a lifetime. Four walls
are lined with half~round peeled logs that have been
stained and varnished to create a mellow color, Log
beams crisscross the low ceiling between panels of
textured plaster and seem to compress the room,
making it cozy. The Aoors are made of salvaged oak
resawn into wide Hoorboards of random widths.
Movxrars Lopor FINISHES

An open staircase made of hewn timbers fills the
inside corner of the living room. The stair carriage 15
made, of stout beans and wood plank treads that
have been hand-finished with an adz, a hoe-like ax
with a curved blade, for a rustic effect. Each of the
handrail pickets is a slat of hewn wood with the
bark edges left on. These textured finishes are black-
ened and stained o a caramel color to turn the new
wood into a convincing antique, an aging technique
that can be applied to any woodwork.

At the far end of the living room, architects Bill
and Russell ereated a cragey stone fireplace made of
Colorado ledgestone, which was inspired by the
style of early national park lodges. Many of the
stones are covered with moss and lichen, left on at
the quarry, which is sometimes called moss rock.
Stacked in a dry-laid pattern, without any visible
mortar joints, the rough-block stonework looks
finely tailored. The mason’s art shows in the subtle
fitting of one stone to the next and in the massive
lintel that spans across the fireplace. In early moun

tain cabins, these hefty stone fireplaces were often






BARNS AND OUTBUILDINGS

working western cattle ranch

would not be complete with-
out a full complement of barns and out-
buildings. Among the existing buildings
on the ranch that were saved, the old
blacksmith's shop and horse barn have
been restored. The horse barn, buile at
the turn of the last century, is a classic
western-style two-story barn made of

hewn logs with a timber-frame hayloft

Most of the calving sheds on the original cattle ranch were above the ground-Aoor horse stalls. But
torn down, but the wagon shed was rebuilt. The new ranch the barn has been refitted as a game
compound includes the renovated ofd horse barn and the old room and guest quarters with a home-

blacksmith’s shop, now used to house equipment. spun cowboy character.



Top righe: The hewn timber rafters and
king post trusses above the game room
in the barn are new and added for
decorative effect. Roughsawn roofing
boards and wall panels more closely

resemble traditional barn finishes.

ot righe: T he bunkliouse is a classic
vanich hrands' quarters, gussied up 1o
be a guest bedroom. The peeled-log
cefling beams are original, and new
walls and floors are left unfinished to

add rustic character.

The hayloft is a soaring game room
and bar dressed up in early western style.
The walls and Aoors are finished with
new roughsawn planks, and the ceiling
timbers are hc;‘n-":.' hewn beams that are
both decorative and structural, inserted
under the old roof frame. Furnished with
leather chairs and Native American rugs,
the rusticity of the room plays up the
cowboy theme done in the high style of
the MNew West,

The Old West is preserved in the guest
bedroom, which is housed in a part of
the horse barn that was once a granary.
This room was made to look like an
updated version of a wranglers’ bunk-
house. The iron bed frames and repro-
duction nineteenth-century drop-cord
lights dress the room with Derails_for

Autlrerniciry




INSTANT

Fatina is the tamished appearance that a

material takes on through years of exposure or

wear, like the rich brown of an old copper penny
or the hand-rubbed luster on a well-used door-
knob, In a new old house, the patina of age can
be introduced instantly, but it is a process of sur-
face finishing that requires artistic skil.

made with round river stones, another way to tic the
interiors to the rustic landscape outdoors.

The key to creating the mystique of the Old
West inside the cabin came from a blend of antique
materials and faux finishes. Faux finishing gives the
kitchen an old-fashioned aura. Old oak Hoorboards
and the beadboard ceiling are stained a deep scotch
brown. The walls are made of wood boards, painted
and then ragged with a smoky stain to make them
look faded by time.

Newly minted kitchen cabinets are designed of
simple plank frames with beaded panel doors. The

cabinets are made to look well worn by the addition
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TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
TARNISHED

INTERIORS

A Santa Fe artist who specializes in faux fin-
ishes created the palette of distressed finishes
throughout this ranch. By sublly grading paint

and stain tones, the artist coaxed time-worn

between boards are blackened as if embedded
with dirt, the wall colars are smoked as if the i
paint had faded unevenly, and the cabinet fin- '

effects from shiny new surfaces. The grooves |
|

ishes are rubbed thin as if handled by genera-
tions. The finishes were applied in layers, from
a base coat of pure color to the darkening
tones that were streaked over it. Where the fin-
ish is to look worn, the paint is wiped off or
spot sanded down fo bare wood.

The mustard yellow basecoat on the
bathroom wvanity was aged by unevenly
rageing dark stain over the surface and into
the joints of the hoards.

of old-fashioned bin pulls and butt hinges. The
woodwork was aged by painting it a muddy celery
white and then rubbing it down to bare wood in many
places to create wear marks.

The new breakfast room porch, built to replace
the old porch, looks out to the creck. When the
architects added on the new room, they left a case-
ment window in the wall to provide a pass-through
to the kitchen. New saddle-notched logs are used
for the walls and ceiling beams, making this room
look like the rest of the cabin, Notches leftover from
old roof rafters leave traces of earlier construction, so

the cabin Tells a Story Over Time,






