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AMERICAN
BEAUTY

FREDERICK R. HAAS RESTORES
AN 1860 PHILADELPHIA GEM

hiladelphia, rather

than New York or

Boston, was the lead-

ing city of the Re-
public in the early days of the
Unired States. Henry Adams,
using British cities as exam-
ples, wrote that “Boston was
our Bristol, New York our
Liverpool, and Philadelphia
our London.”

I1'IllL'L'l], at the end of the
eighteenth century, foreign-
ers were struck by the ele-
gance of the houses on Rit-
tenhouse Square, Society Hill
and other affluent areas near
Independence Hall, the his-
toric building where Thomas
Jefferson presented the Dec-
laration of Independence.

Throughout the nineteenth
century little changed. In the
last hundred years, however,
an increasing number of the
wealthier members of soci-
ety moved to the lovely coun-
tryside outside Philadelphia
known as the Main Line, com-
ing into the city only for con-
certs or to conduct business.
Happily, this is changing, and
if you drive Ihl'nugh Phil-
adelphia’s old streers at night,
vou are cheered by the sight
of many a lighted window.

One of the pioneers de-
termined to make the most
of the city he loves is Freder-
ick R. Haas, a young musi-
cian, composer and philan-
thropist, who has restored
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an 1860 town house with in-
terior designers Steven A.
Weixler, Walter Bayard Pe-
terson and Marcello A. Luzi
of the local firm Weixler, Pe-
terson & Luzi.

“This 1s a raditional Phil-
adelphia residence, combin-
ing Georgian and Federal
styles,” says Weixler. “The
Quaker influence makes it
more restrained than, say, a
New York town house of the
same period.”

Haas has discovered much
about the history of the
building. “This was one of
the tallest structures around,”
he explains. “But people were
afraid to buy town houses
here during the Civil War,
because they thought the top
floors might be hit by can-
nonballs.”
tually passed through various

The house even-

hands, the most recent owner
being a friend of Haas's who
also happened to be a musi-
cian. “There was a pipe or-
gan, and I'd be invited to
play there,” Haas recalls. “I
was dazzled by the space, and
since I'm a piano lover, it was

“My dream was to renovate an old-
er place,” says Frederick R. Haas,
whose 1860 town house in Phil-
adelphia was restored by Weixler,
Peterson & Luzi. In the living
room is a Duncan Phyfe tea table.
Schumacher damask on open-arm
chair. Scalamandré valance fringe.
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for er aining as well as livability,”
says Walter Bayard Peterson, cen-
r, with Marcello A. Luzi, left, Ste-
ven A. Weixler and Haas, seated.
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a dream
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“The house allows Fred to
v different

ways, whether it's an eight-
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person dinner party
tund-rai
In the music room, where

2 big

iser,” says Peterson,

I1aas gives concerts, two fine
grand pianos occupy the
corners. There is also a re-
markable neo-Gothic cham-
ber organ built for the prince
ent of England, later
gc IV, which Haas ac-
quired from the estate of
Rudolf Nureyev. “After the
music |'J"|\ l"l'.lll'{l. 'l.]llll_"i are

brought in, and the guests
ht, with

the overflow seated in the

dine by candlel

rotunda just off the music

room,” says Peterson.

I'he designers transformed

rotunda—previously a

rk, low-ceilinged space

by installing a glass dome,
inspired by the painted star-
fish ceiling in London’s Sir

John Soane’s Museum. An
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Lerr: The double parlor became
a dining room and a living room.
Charles Peale Polk's M. Thamas
Kell and Child, circa 1790, hangs over
a circa 1815 side table, from Da
Duncan Antiques. Dining table,
George Subkoff Antiques, Chande-

liers, Nesle. Waterford wineglasses.
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