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dded to the dining room ceiling

g kitchen. The chandeller is
ca Lighting, and the étagéres are by Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams.
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Written by Alyse Harral Stevens Photographed by Emily Followill

AN UNASSUMING RANCH RECEIVES
ANARTFUL TRANSFORMATION
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RONICALLY, the homeowners of this late-1940s
ranch had merely a small modification in mind for their Atlanta
home - the addition of a laundry and powder room. But once they
began to brainstorm with architect Laura How ard DePree, the
ideas began to snowball

hough DePree still considers the project a simple renovation,
the changes that were made transformed everything about the
house, while only moving a few walls and doorways. “It’s all about
how you enter and move through the space,” says DelPree. “The
house has a graciousness and casualness.”

[en-foot ceilings, unusual in a ranch home, made the process
casier. Classical elements marry with modern touches to give the
house verve and to suit the homeowners’ |wr.~.u|1'.|litig'\ A new ce
LL“' ‘-}I.lki' I'Uﬂl‘_ .\.Il'ikill_\: Im‘!;l[ '.Illt.{ g].l\k Linnrs and \lnlp]v_ \Inuuth
finish stucco elevate the style. “1t is now in the spirit of Palladian
architecture. 1 was inspired by the fact that the original Palladian
[talian villas were working farmhouses,” explains DePree, “very
much like American ranch houses were built for post-war working
families.”

Art collectors at heart, the couple wanted a neutral interior
design fueled by comfort and function. They turned to Randy and
Courtney Tilinski at Bungalow Classic. onsulting with the Tilin
skis, the wife would often bring pages from magazines as inspira
tion. Randy not iced one dmlgnvr'-\ work in most of the pictures
1'u'l.'|1 Webb Ul- l’at'[}! \\'u.‘N\ Interiors

So after two years of living in the renovated house, the hom
cowners asked Webb to refresh, rearrange and renew the interiors
She started by removing what wasn’t needed—a coffee table here,

a china cabinet there. Then she layered the interiors with accesso
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rics, pillows, lamps and throws. "1 took this great canvas and filled
in the blanks.” says Webb
Since the owners' collecrion is never complete, Webb focused

on fashioning understared rooms ro complement the are, The liv
ing room is a perfect example. All the picces were perfectly lovely,
but they were a hadgepodge from the owners' other homes and
various rooms, Webb wanted to give them air and space, visually,
and create different searing areas ro inspire the couple and their
guests o linger

Some tw s were simple enough, like F'rtl.i?mg in adrinks rable
1-|'u1:|| Ao her room and :'ll.{dlr'lﬂ new |;tm}"?'- Lt '|'I|t=.‘r.‘- took Webb's
1.[:.':~ig|||.'r eye ',lu-,i exXpertise anging shelves, recon 1.’51“'.”"}"-
art placement, and weaving in objects w ith different heights and
dimension. The end result is a home full of character, warmrh and
personality

T used to be a big symmetrical person.” Webb admits. = Bur
perfectly perfect s so boring. It's much more interesting to mix things
up " SEE RESOURCES. BACK OF BODK.
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RODOLFO CASTRO
AND INTERIOR

' e B/GN 2 | Y ARCHITECT
. A /B 4 ESIGNER EDWARD

BELDING CONQUER
THE COMPLEX TASK
OF MELDING
CONTEMPORARY
ARCHITECTURE
WITH WARM AND
INVITING INTERIORS

Written by Elizabeth Ralls
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HREE YEARS AGO
Edward Belding was enlisted by a contractor to manage the
interior specifications for a rradirional rwo-story house to be
constructed on an acre-and-a-half lot in Brookhaven. Bur it
wasn't long before the interior designer started ro see a discon
nect between the type of house the homeowners envisioned
green,” seamless connection o the ouwtdoors and retirement
iriendly —and the house being drawn Aflter the homeowners
determined they were looking tor a more modern vernag ular
Belding called on former Summerour Architects colleague
Rodolfo Castro ro go back to the drawing board and design a
contemporary home uniguely suited to the couple’s passions
and needs
Both accomplished doctors and avid birders. the pair fell

in love with a piece of property north of Buckhead thar was
onee a nursery, but now home to a derelict ranch and over
grown trees, But that sort of natural. grown-wild environment
was exactly what the homeowners wanted: a place where they
could not only artract, protect and feed birds. but also take
out their binoculars in any room in the house to catch them in

actiom, Castro, landscape architect John Howard and builder
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Geolf Duncan helped the couple fulfill thar dream by the way
they sited the house on its steep lot, leaving the backyard
nearly three-quarters of an acre completely natural. And
following the project’s completion, the homeowners were able
to establish their land as a cervihed wildhife sanctuary with the
Atlanta Audubon Sociery

Aside from designing the house in tune with its environ
ment, one of Castro’s main objectives was to design a " forever
house - one that would not only act as a luxurious rerreat for
its well-traveled homeowners, but also suir their needs as they
and members of their Bamily, aged. In the cozy and compact
library. for instance, a wall panel conceals a Murphy bed, while
an adjacent bathroom is A DA compliant

I nside, it was also important that the interiors nor look
or feel like a stark-white modern box; that's where Belding's
interior expertise and black book rransformed the residence’s

sleck architectural bones into a home even die-hard tradi




tionalists would love. Take the living room, for instance, where a
steel- framed slab of marble fashions a one-of-a-kind mantel and
fireplace surround on a planked walnut wall. But its dimension
is deceiving: the steel frame widens from three inches to five the
closer it gets to the window. Thar walnue-steel motif is repeated
in the master bedroom, where Belding again enlisted metal artist
Charles Calhoun and furniture designer Skylar Morgan o design
an oversized headboard — which nearly reaches the ceiling—to
soften the room’s volume

With the exception of the library, Belding painred the intericr
walls Pract & Lambert Shadow Beige, a neutral that adds colos
W ||l|.\'|||r |,11|'|,‘r|"h,l'|\ LITI”F. II|||\,|. I\'\'l‘llll.' Vi won B fllh.! EIIENTNNY € .l'\llll_L"\

ar mouldings in this modern home, the designer added interest

alvirnre

{and elegance) to the dining room in the form of a tray ceil

ing But beyond his injections of custom-designed warmth, it’s
Belding's selecrions of comforable, conversation-inducing pieces o
that not only cushions its modern vernacular, bur also make

this 4.000-square-foot home as comfortable for two as it is for

rTwenty. SEE RESOURCES, RACK OF ROOK



