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AI) SUBSCRIBE

The Red Barn, in Connecticut, designed by Roger Ferris + Partners serves as an artist's studio and home. The
firm chose to cover all surfaces with red siding, playing with the material's use.
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The Pro Questionnaire is a new series in which we ask architects and

RELATED STORIES
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me want to become an architect," says the founding principal, whose firm has
offices in Connecticut and New York. "I see the built environment as being
very chaotic and want to bring order to and resolve it." Resolution, though, is
not to be confused with adherence to a strict set of design rules. Ferris takes
creative risks, playing with scale and materiality to create highly detailed
projects that look, well, easy. His art gallery, garage, and pool house extension
to Philip Johnson's 1953 Wiley House (as seen in AD, June 2018) is both
contextual and contemporary, while a new-build artist's studio and home
extends the use of red siding to all surfaces (garbled roof included) of a
structure in the shape of a traditional New England barn. "You practice to
practice," says Ferris, who has 30 years of experience under his belt. "If you
want to reinvent a material or redesign a form, you have to take chances. Out
of it comes something artful."

Ferris designed an art gallery, garage, and pool house extension for the 1953 Wiley

House by Philip Johnson, which thoughtfully references and contrasts the original home, a
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sister to Johnson's renowned Glass House.
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Before becoming one, what do you wish someone had told you?

I would never sleep again.

If you weren't an architect, what would you be?

A lounge singer, because I like music.

How do you celebrate finishing a job?

Taking a deep breath.

How can you tell when a client is happy?

When they are talking to me.

How can you tell when a client is NOT happy?

When they stop talking to me.

What was the last thing you bought for yourself?

A zafu.

If you had all the money in the world, what would you buy everyone?
An Airstream trailer.

Chances are you just Googled...

The weather.

It'd be too soon if you never saw another...

Gambrel roof.

If you had to spend the rest of your life in one place, where would it be?

Where [ am.

again?
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Fritz Lang’s Metropolis.
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ask them?

I would ask Mies van der Rohe for a cigarette.
What ties together a room?

The ceiling.

What is the best thing about your hometown?
The best thing about Westport is that it is artistic.

What do you believe is revolutionizing design and where will it be in 10
years?

Glass is revolutionizing design. Ten years from now you’ll be able to walk
through it.

More from AD PRO: Has Instagram Made Design Shows Better?

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 4/12


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/has-instagram-made-design-shows-better?mbid=related_link
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/newsletter/subscribe?newsletterId=248808
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

WATCH
A Look Inside Target's Newest Furniture Line

THE BEST IN DESIGN 1/16

A Look Inside Target's How Gwyneth Paltrow Watch How Peter Lane Model Sara Blom
Newest Furniture Lin... Turned A Warehouse Into... Creates His Larger-Tha... Shows You How ’
PIN SHARE TWEET

More on AD

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 5/12


https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/prettiest-town-every-us-state
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

CULTURE + LIFESTYLE
The Prettiest Town in Every U.S. State

HOMES + DECOR
White Kitchens Design Ideas

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 6/12


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/prettiest-town-every-us-state
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/white-kitchens-kelly-klein-sting-michael-smith-jenni-kayne-slideshow
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/prettiest-town-every-us-state
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/white-kitchens-kelly-klein-sting-michael-smith-jenni-kayne-slideshow
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/ernest-hemingways-favorite-bars-around-world
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

CULTURE + LIFESTYLE
Ernest Hemingway's 8 Favorite Bars Around the World

ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN
The Most Beautiful Clubhouse in Every State in America

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 7112


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/ernest-hemingways-favorite-bars-around-world
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/most-beautiful-clubhouses-in-america
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/ernest-hemingways-favorite-bars-around-world
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/most-beautiful-clubhouses-in-america
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/nordstrom-anniversary-sale-best-home-decor-deals
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

CLEVER

These Are the 14 Best Home Decor Deals from the Nordstrom
Anniversary Sale

IOVATION
Tour Cher's California Homes

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 8/12


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/nordstrom-anniversary-sale-best-home-decor-deals
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/cher-homes
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/nordstrom-anniversary-sale-best-home-decor-deals
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/cher-homes
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

AD PRO
16 Vintage IKEA Pieces We Wish They'd Bring Back

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 9/12


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/best-vintage-ikea-iconic-midcentury-designs
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/best-vintage-ikea-iconic-midcentury-designs
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/kendall-jenner-shares-a-look-at-her-art-filled-living-and-dining-rooms
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

AL FPPRITV oTVILE

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
B Architect?

ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN
A Chicago Home That Exudes Elegance with a Rock-and-Roll Edge

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 10/12


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/kendall-jenner-shares-a-look-at-her-art-filled-living-and-dining-rooms
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/kara-mann-chicago-apartment
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/kara-mann-chicago-apartment
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/stylish-restaurants-paris
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

TRAVEL
12 Supremely Stylish Restaurants in Paris

Connect with AD Subscriptions Press Center

About AD Subscribe Contact Advertising
Contact the Editors Customer Service Press Center
Newsletter Sign Up Renew Subscription

AD 360 Give a Gift

Accessibility Help Change Address

AD Worldwide International Subscriptions
Condé Nast

Our Magazine Sites
Condé Nast Store
CondéNast.com

Condé Nast Careers

Site Map

Reprints / Permissions

FOLLOW US

© 2018 Condé Nast. All rights reserved.

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 1112


https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/stylish-restaurants-paris
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/about-ad
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/contact
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/newsletter/subscribe
http://www.archdigest360.com/
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/accessibility-help
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/N3/ARD/Register.jsp?cds_page_id=175483&cds_mag_code=ARD
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/N3/ARD/Register.jsp?cds_page_id=175483&cds_mag_code=ARD
https://w1.buysub.com/pubs/N3/ARD/Register.jsp?cds_page_id=175483&cds_mag_code=ARD
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/contact
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/press
https://condenaststore.com/
https://www.condenast.com/
https://www.condenast.com/careers/
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/sitemap
http://www.condenast.com/about/#contentlicensing
https://www.facebook.com/architecturaldigest
https://twitter.com/ArchDigest/
https://www.pinterest.com/archdigest/
https://instagram.com/archdigest/
https://www.condenast.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/gallery/stylish-restaurants-paris
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/go/failsafe
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/go/giftfailsafe
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/go/internationalfailsafe
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

7/26/2018 Architect Roger Ferris Wants His Work to Resolve Chaos | Architectural Digest

Use of and/or registration on any portion of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (updated

5/25/18) and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement (updated 5/25/18). Architectural Digest may earn a portion of

RELATED STORIES

Donald Judd,
Architect?

https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/roger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos 12/12


https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-california
https://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-optout
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&media=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.architecturaldigest.com%2Fphotos%2F5b4e5ffc2ac3a5748213e9a9%2Fmaster%2Fpass%2FRedBarn_13_Edit%25202.jpg&description=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos&t=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos
https://twitter.com/share?text=Architect%20Roger%20Ferris%20Wants%20His%20Work%20to%20Resolve%20Chaos&via=ArchDigest&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.architecturaldigest.com%2Fstory%2Froger-ferris-architect-questionnaire-chaos
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/donald-judd-architect-center-for-architecture#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_4291d5df-2300-436f-a241-471bece50e53_cral2-1

