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Sculptor Patrick E. {center) brought harmony to homeowner John Mclntyre (nght) and neighbor Dem Pilafian (left) with a nature garden that cooled off Mclntyre's glare-producing aluminum roof.

Above: John Melntyre stands next to 3 praying mantis sculpture Patrick E.

crafted for his roof. Melntyre used

roof is lighted by its own solar panels,

art to solve a sun glare problem that was
annoying his uphill neighbor, Dem Pilafian. The butterfly, right, on Mclntyre's

By Susan Fornoff
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em Pilafiin knew he wis venturing
ontoa shippery slope the day he de-
cided to ask a favor of San Carlos
neighbor John Melntyre.

There was first the literal slippery slope of the
steep, Devonshire Canyon hillside from Pila-
fian's home down to Melntyre's. But that was a
mere blip on the treadmill compared with the
incline grade of Pilafian's nequest.

Which was, essentially: You've got to do
something about your roof, The sun's reflection
off the aluminum creates such a blinding, hot

Loving th
nglgvhhor

Glaring problem metamorphoses into work of art
after San Carlos homeowners work out solution

glare, | just can’t stand it anymare,

1 felt bad talking to him about it," Pilafian
said. “But it needed to be resolved, 1 like to gar-
den in the backyard, and there were a'couple of
hours every day when it was insanely bright.
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Hiring a valet tops wish list for ways to strengthen a marriage

loday ks my 45th wedding anniversa-
ry. As with others in long-term rebi-
tionships, John and T have had our
share of laughs and stony silences and vell-
ing, and neither of us can imagine having
to breakina new pariner whowouldn'tget

griels

and television shows past.

We've joked about the fsct that neither
of us can cutwit the other, with John teas-
ing that “if | ever get the upper hand, P'm
outta here,” but it wasn't until a couple of
weeks ago in Spain that Talmost answered

ploy that had worked years before in Buda-

T hopped out st the tuxi stand und
climbed into a cab, telling the driver 1
wished togotothe Senator Hotel, Polnting
o the Mini Cooper, 1 explained that my
husband would be following us there. The
driver, wha spake only Spanish (probably
Catalan, although | couldn't besure, vhat
with not speaking either 5, or Cata-
lan myselll, looked at the Mini Cooper,
nodded and took off, veering sharply into
an ul]q‘ chokd with buses and autos.

d, then

lymth Evans

Iy that there'd been a senions miscommu-
nication He'd thought I'd pointed out the
Mini Coaper because | wanted to escape
hum ns dnv:r Hu !Iowul lhl.' cah, slapped

'Iluc!nn

different languages.

“That was some ride,” said John, as he
pulled up 1o the hotel behind the cab,
“Wlutwﬂ'l‘wll I.rvl'ngmdm ditch me?”

id of me?™

We had driven our rented vellow Mini
Cooper convertible from Madrid to Barce-
Toma in Bess time than the distance chart on
the road map indicated and were feeling
‘pretty smug when we entered the city —
only to find sursehves driving in crcles try-
inig to find obr hotel, After more than an
Tour of futile searching, the third time we

off to the left, down a Imnd city st;:It,

Ol'cumstluwl.dn ‘twant toditch him.

ﬁc. I'mailvlal-nl\g a sharp rth onita 4 side.
street, then a quick left down a narrow al-
ley. 1looked back to see John zoom by the
alloy'senttance, then back upand m inta
the albey just as the cab tumed out. “Waitl
Wailf" 1 velled at the driver, “We're losing
him"

passed the bus terminal, John suggested |

Id want cither of us after all these
years?

Lyserrs Evaxs / The Chosicle

John and the Mini Cooper kept up
with a speeding taxi in Barcelona,

has meant he's purchased the same tools
ang irrigati il

he'd want clean sheets every mght bm 1
lhlu!: if we were nrh, 1'd get him & vale.

Lam about leaving
his clothes, tools and, most especially, the
packaging that he's removed from pur-
chages and pieces of mail, strewn about the

hhaila tai that could

place Ti 10 the farrm, this habit

Avabit — sameone stich as Jamal (*Call
me: Jimmy™), our guide through the cashah
of Tangier u few daysafier the Barcelona
taxi incident — would be just the ticket.
Iinrmr not only steered us fo all the shops

he stood to get a commission from
nul purchiases, but he also waved off the

amake charmers when we shuddered and
elbowed aside the trinket sellers when we
said we weren't interested, He hovered just

out of view as we ate !xnhl]n and couscous
th Modi

ushered usthrough the customs linesat the
ferry terminal as we prepared fo return fo
Spain, Indeed, we had already paid fimmy
and were heading for the gangplank when
‘e appeared beside us again. “No hurry,”
he said, *The boat has just arrived.”

“What are Yyou still dulns hrrl"" Fuhll
ashed
his passport. “Wc'walread) parid you"

“Trsmyjob,” [immy said affably, pulling
the passport fram John's shirt pocket and
handing it to him. *1do this for everyone"

Ithought of all the misplaced eyeglasses
and tools and wished for a Jimmmy at home,
Alter 45 years, a valet just might save the
marriage.

E-muail Home&Garden Editor Lynette
Evans ot levans@sfchromicle.com.
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AROUND THE HOUSE

By Susan Fornoff
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AROUND THE HOUSE

R WiNoows & Doors

By Susan Fornoff

$1
‘With 10 or more windows

SAVE $720
With 8 or mare windows

SAVE $300

ROTHER

HOME INPROVEMENT INC:

800/672-3777
SERVING THE BAY AREA
www.BrothersHomelmp.com

FACTORY STORE

2007 ANNUAL SALE
& Open Studio

Nov 17-25 // Ann
20% off all Heath p

Nov 17 & 18 // Open Studio,

 AMintana Qala & Silant Auction

Cool new demgns for hot seats

t is impossible to walk by Maloos

Anvarian's new ABU chair, right,

without giving it a test sit — and
then being pleasantly surprised by its
comfort.

ABU stands for “All Balled Up (and
nowhere to go).” Anvarian heard that
sitting on tennis balls for 20 minutes a
day was good therapy, so she created
an armchair with 25 balls on the seat
and 30 across the back. Pitch, height
and leg styles are customizable; the
chair comes in three density levels,
she said, “and the firmest has thera-
peutic effects on your lower back and
circulation.” It's especially eye-pop-
ping in orange.

Even newer, though in a vintage
way, is Anvarian’s Bondage chair (left).
She bought a 300-year-old chair that
was in such bad shape it no longer
qualified as an antique (“just an old
chair,” she said), and wrapped the en-
tire chair in stretchy gold vinyl. The
face-lift completely updates the look
while still showing the elegant bones
of the original piece, and it earns ma-

jor style points for clever recyeling.

“Now it's high design and you can
actually see the lines of the original
chair,” she said.

Anvanan s showroom is DMW In-
teriors at the San Francisco Design
Center; for prices (think four digits be-
fore the decimal point), call (415) 864-
3857 or e-mail info@dmwinteriors.
com. She’s also thinking about creat-
ing a kit for DIY Bondage wrappers.

Western show
returns to S.F.
in new spot

The Western Interiors De-
sign and Home Show revisited
San Francisco for a second go-
round last month, moving from
the Concourse out to Fort Ma-
son, next door to the Antiques
Show. Exhibitors were mostly
local but included the likes of
Harden, an old family-run fur-

niture-maker in upstate New




