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Bathroom

Bliss

Farmhouse style meets

madem comforts in a

reimagined master bath.

By JENNIFER SPERRY | PHOTOS BY ERIC ROTH

When interior designer Barbara Elza
Hirsch bought her 1880s farmhouse in
Acton, Mass., she knew cermain rooms
required revamping, and the master
bathroom fit the bil. “It had been
renovated but in a way that clashed
with the homes architecrure,” Hirsch
explains. “Tr was modern and cold,
with flimsy materials,” she adds.

An interior designer and principal
of Elza B. Design Inc., Hirsch is adept
at infusing newly built spaces with
vintage zppeal, “I'm a big proponent
of mixing old and new. That’s what we
do in Europe,” she relates, noting her
French heritage and dual citizenship.
“I wanted to create something that fele
steeped in history but didn't want o
replicate a period bathroom. Pm not
interested in that when I design; I'm
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interested in living i my time."

Stripping the room back to sts
bones allowed Hirsch to start from
scratch with materals and finishes of
her choosing. Her largest hurdle was
finding a vanity to march the one she
envisioned i her mmd: “I couldn’
find what I wanted anywhere, o 1
sketched some adeas,” she says. The
builder on the project, Somerville-
based Morse Constructions, fine-tuned
and execured her draft.

Pamnting the vanity an interest-
ing color—Benjamin Moore's “Smoky
Mountain,” which Hirsch describes as
“the color of the ocean when there a
storm "—contributed to the room’ or-
ganic farmhouse feel, A discreet bead
lends a quiet elegance to what would
have been Shaker-seyle door pancls

while clear glass knobs err on the side
of refinement,

Hirsch surrounded this smatement
furniture piece with a variety of old-
world design choices, including the
Carrara marble countertop, slate floor-
ing, and rustic weathered wood-framed
mirvors from West Elm. One of her
favorite finds was the Schoolhouse
Electric bronze double sconces, com-
plete with hand-blown funnel-shaped
ghass shades.

Brizo sink faucets with cross
handles and thoughtfully selected
accessories complemnent the room’s
farmhouse personality. “They all have
different meanings,” savs the designer,
“I found the tea cup atan antique store,
My son bought the glass bowd thae 1 fill
with cotton balls at a garage sale when
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The overbedd shower by Delta uses 858 water, makng the bath sustanadly desgned

he was a boy. Andd the handheld mirror
is an antigue that my mom used when |
was little.”

For the walls, Hirsch picked
Benjamin Moore's “Stoneware,” which
“has 2 tiny bit of sun in it but in no way
looks yellow," she describes. *Tes like a
creamy white with a hint of butter."

True to her word, Hirsch also
embraced modern amenities and
opted for TOTO' sustainable Aquia
dual-flush toilet and a spa-like
shower experience, Overhead, a rain
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showerhead employs Delas H2O0k-
netic technology, which provides the
indulgent feel of more water while
using less through larger droplets and
enhanced stream control.

The frameless glass shower reveals
an accent wall of recycled ghass tiles in
hues of robin’s egg blue, pale greys, and
stormy greens. “The evanescent colors
create a very restful, very Zen environ-
ment,” she contends, while adding, *A
glass walk-mn shower is a great way to
give the impression of a larger room.”

Hirsch’s ability to play with materi-
als, colors, and texrures, without jarring
or overcrowding, is evident throughout
the space. “My design work is all abour
see-sawing Letween old and new and
creating an equilibrium that works.” she
summarizes. “It’s about finding just the
right balance.” o

Teanifer Sperey is a freclayce writer fiving
o Massaehusetts
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