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Mellon started lookingat places “on a whim,
just to see what was available” in 2008 with
then-boyfriend Christian Slater. Though thac
relationship fizzled, Mellon was still thinking
New York was a good move. She says cvery-
thing in her life was pushing her to New York:
Her friends were in New York and L.A., and
Minty's father, with whom Mellon has what
she describes as “a great relationship,” lives on
the Upper East Side. She first looked down-
town, but then her broker brought herto a
place that scemed oddly familiar. “This place is exactly the
same as my apartment was in London,” she says. “My old
apartment building in London was a school that was con-
verted into an apartment, and this was too. It was the origi-
nal Lycée Frangais in New York.”

efore she gave herselfa chance to fully con-
template the hassle of a transadantic move,
she bought the place. “I can remember think-
ing, Well, it looks like I'm going, BuifI had
thought about what it was going to take to
get here and to set up our lives here, [ don't
know if I would have done it!" she jokes. The
apartment sat empty for almost a year, and
she started to put it together last summer. If she had to
describe what she was going for, she'd call it “my own signa-
ture look, something that is both modern and old and glam-
orous, a bit of 705 but a bit minimal.”

Traces of the tough Tamara show up in the several tusked
accents throughout the home, in both oversize sculprures
and the legs of her wide glass desk. The apartment features
sexually provocative images from artists like contemporary
Japanese photographer Nobuyoshi Araki and 1960s Swing-
ing London photographer Jim Le; in the formal sitting
room, six large-scale photographs from Guido Mocafico of
vibrantly colored coiled snakes are displayed above the couch.
In the entry, there isan original Terence Koh installation that
reads LOVE FOR ETERNTTY in neon lights. I¢sa piece Mellon
commissioned at a dinner party one night in New York,
telling the artist he had a week to create and install it.
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Last year was the best

and worst year of my life,

a breakthrough year for me”

In the upstairs sitting room, there is a Warhol silkscreen
of the ultimate lady’s lady, Grace Kelly, which Mellon bought
the same way she buys all her art: on impulse. “I never plan
to buy a piece of art,” she says. “I buy itin the moment.
When you get divorced, you have to go through this awful
thing of listing everything you own. When you actually sit
down and write the list, you realize that the only good invest-
ments are art and property.” In the kitchen, there’s a Jean-
Michel Basquiat painting, which she has puronro a track
and can be rolled away to reveal a flat-screen television

But the sharp edges of high artand glam minimalism are
softened by her daughter’s presence. Throughout the house
Minty's sketchesare both framed and taped straight onto the
walls, including a no-smoking sign she made her mother
when she was trying to give up nicotine. “My one last vice.”
Mellon sighs. Minty’s playroom was the previous occupants
dining room, but Mellon outfitted it with a tea set, a pink
tent, and a wall of pictures of Minty playing dress-up. Recently
Mellon says, “I asked Minty if she would like to dress up s 2
princess, and she said, “No. That was so two years ago
Spoken likea true budding fashion fanatic, a spot-on real-lite
illustration of proverbial acorns and trees. Minty may be
onlya few yearsaway from stealing into her mother's closes
where Mellon houses a selection of her more than 1,000 pase
of Jimmy Choos in all manner of heights, shapes, styles. and
colors. More likely she'll be encouraged to snap up what she
likes. Thatis ifall goes as planned. “They're all a size 375
Mellon says, fear on her face. "And I'm sure Minry is goinge
1o be taller than me. I'm sure she'll have bigger feet than me
so whatam I going to do with all these?" m




here's an almost cinematic charm to the

upper partofthe Upper East Side, a giter-

jararranged on the mirored coffce
table, where she's rested her bare feet.

muscbe theworkofase designer. The scene

: joy p
temprress, though. Earlier this year,

out of amovie: a litdle girl in her private- foramagaine recining on thisvery
. schooluniform skipping downasurctlined couch, smoking a cigarette and
Jimmy
lxlmrdm(bcdnnnee “Mummy, Mummy!”she shouts— Choosanda strategicall placed kit-
because the nlythingcaer danasipping lie girlina ten. “Iwonderwhattheyllsayatthe
e with an English ing,” she demurred

mtblula-nlo:spnm when she sees her fresh-| fzud well- at the time.)
SUVin her “I've actually been told, when
dothes. “Can 1, please? Can I? Please!” someone sits and spends time with

Mummy s Tamara Mellon, the founderand chicf creative
officer of the supersuccessful accessorics company Jimmy
Choo, and that little charmer is Araminta, or Minty, her

i he basbad

me, that I'm not the person they
thought I would be,” she says. She
adds that therc is sll a stigma 0.2

Shi fl | R
day of mectings and a workout with famous physique he' difficult, whereas a
specialist Tracy Anderson in order to be there when her Of¢

ughter g 1. Being a mod

inmy carcer when I've had to be tough and I've had to step
hent 3 R

is a constant j i ct. And
the balls just drop. Earlier this year, she was stranded in

,” she says, handing over a $20 bill o the
ice cream man for a treat for Minty. I still feel guily for
missing that one.”

Thi s Millon's new N Yorklif, andtis s he ncw
NewYork inwhi

dme” ilesand k “But

i W faugh
other than thar, I wouldnt say 'm  tough person.

cllon s quick to point out that her siletto
empire wasn'tbuilt on a professional whim or
sexual prowess, s has been alleged. “I've paid
myduesin thisbusins,” she says. She sarted
— working when she as 18 tthe London fash-

rowns. At the time, I though,"Why am

sheffes s dehbcrarc move, both geographicall and

By
Idomgrhn? Ihate this! But lhckmm Teared wassovalu-

donally. ableseamed reail.” Afie beinga shopgir she worked
b«nzw:lkm(}nmll"ark puc bluny, afier her father’s aPR firm, thenin the London office of M
deah,avery brought to British

lon admits that she i d d “Thac’ when she met immy Choo, an

ily). East End cobbler,and the res isa fashion fairy al. “But
“Last year was the best and worstyear of my lifc,a break- still, when someone asks aboua carer in fashion, | say star
" Mellon expling "I " she says. “Ify you

inNew e i et and Ths T ybetween th  prokess 4
head And 1 find thatis ing” funloving sirlfriend B

Now inside, Mellon props h«xlr.... on a plush white

ina Manhattan sunset coming in through three walls of

oration of Mellon's new apartment, which she bought in
July 2008 and moved into about a year later. LA -based
interiordesigner Maroyn Lawrence-Bullard sperheaded

wi valled series

; s . ioh et pad that

b jed by a wide, twinkly-eyed smik Mellon envisi ‘Wha(lllkuhmu Martyn i that be

“I think thy blic i Ji look, digest it, and then byahun.
plecly di she says, reachingi d dred,” sluaplmu.»

| think the public perception of me and
the reality are two completely different things”



feel like I

Wild at heart.Minty and Née

mom




Minty, laugh itup In t
which is decorated
Teren

installatior

von Furstenberg.

4800. Brac (t

Eddie Borgo. Bra
(bottom), $6,630, Ann
Dexter-Jones Design.
$1,095, Jimmy Choo. Dre
Minty), Kicokid

Minty’s and Tamara's own




\
EASHIONABLE

TAMARA MELLON
The sexy, stylish foraitler of Jimniy

new New York lairand-life
it by DEREK BLASBERG
DOUGLAS FRIEDMAN




Charmed: Mellon and he
daughter smile at their
ale life. Gown, $5,590,

5-$6,430, Ann
Dexter-Jones Design. Shoes,
$1.2 Jimmy Choo. Costume,
Minty’s own. See Where to Buy
opping detalls. Halr:
vier for Kérastase

Maruskin




