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BEST FURNITURE PIECE» MJ WRITING DESK
Induscrial details and narural marerials combine in chis classically
refined writing desk that is designed by Frank Ponterio and
manufaerured by Aveerr. Completely customizable, the brosze

frame wich slighthy Rared legs supports a vellum-rrapped rop and

can be sized to any specification. The design was inspired by
Ponterio’s interest in Chicape's architecrural and indusrial mors.
He worked closely with the crafrsmen ar Aveetr, whe are expens in
hand-forged iron and steelwock, to fine-tune che design so chat it
could be customized with brass, wrought iron or bronze. Each
piece comes stamped with a hallmark logo bearing bach the

Frank Ponterio and Avrett logos. What We Lovet The pairing of
narural and exotic materials with hand-forged bronze mecalwork
makes for a design thar is bac
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BEST UGHTING.
MOLEKUL CHANDELIER

Trevar O Meil lounched his new lighting
collaction, Maolekul, this past spring
which wos inspired by o wooden star
installation he created mare than o
decode ogo. The Maolekul series tokes o
similar shape but is it up from the inside
with LED bulls, Light is channeled in
randomized spoce and distance from its
source via chrome steal “afoms” which
are connecled lo the core by acrylic
rods covered in rubber, The resull? A
storry clustar of ambiant light. &' Meil's
lotest concept invelves o lorger scale
and customizotion options, os there is
no limit ko how many “ofoms” con be
added ar in what I:;(,‘Irl?i!;]l_ll-;_l'i-;_‘lr'. Tha
pieces are built one ot o time in his
studic ond are enly limited by a client's
space resrictions ond lighting needs.
What We Love: Modem style is smarthy
paired with new technelegy that locks
athareal and elegant. 33800 [as
shown with eightf aloms), Trever O'Mail
Art ond Diesign, 2548 W. lake 5t,

Irevomneil.com

BEST RUGS /
MARAIS RUG BY

AIMEE NEMECKAY
AT SAPERE ATELIER

Because the Fredman Diesign
Grrowp saw the need far
sophisticaced rugs thar made a
statement, Sapere Azelier was born.
Lead designer Aimee Memeckay's
painrings and wasercolors are
trandated into the collection’s faz-
weave tugs. The lavest addinion o
the callecrion is the Marais rug, which is in sarurared rones of blue and a parcern char is 2 fresh cwse
on a classe chevion. The ingparation for the collection came atver FDG traveled to the Far East and
expetienced the rug-making process, meeting the weavers and seeing the fibers being dyed. Afrer
several experiments conducred while weorking closely with Oscar Tatosian of Oscar lsberian Rugs,
FDG debuted this beantiful, soft silk mug: a hlgh-quality product with a high-lmpact In any reom.
Wihae We Love: The Marais rug i truly an arreork for the flear and is loyal v the ancient,
intricate process of handweaving and hand-dyeing rugs in India and Turkey, 3,600 for 3 foes by,
& feet rug, Fredmarne Design Crenp, 330 W, Ere 82, $50hwes . com




QERGFILE

Bt pairs periacily with wine in the Garflseny
i parposa qefarieg spode, whira a vbeani
pailing by Mew Yok basd antied Shinigue
Smith prowades o wibroed bustt of cake

DISPLAY
CASE

Beverly beauty indusing insiders
Denise and Gary Gardrer explose
the aurt of living with art.

By pessica Cochean

It has oft been said that arn collectoss in Chicage
have a passion uniquely defined by a Midwestern
brand of integrity. It's true; art aficiomados bere are as
interested in the art of the idea as they are in the art of
the iwvestment, And Beverdy-based collecrors Dienise
and Gary Gardner are no exception: With their
entrepreneutial foundation in the haiware industry
and close ties to the At Instioure of Chicage, the
Gardners know a thing or two abour beauty-—from
classic to unconventional

The wnderstared brick exserior of their eady 20th

century home on historic Longwood  coxvivuen...



wazonmisven  Diive s Banked with classic red
tetra-cotta tiles and meandering terraces, while
the inrerior is decidedly wp-to-dare, Each rooamn
acts as an individual stasement, made possible
hy!}'-f PJﬂI.'ll‘J “ach Of‘l(s cﬂ”ffliﬁl. ?lw]lu*l][lﬁ'
fraruring arvists of cobor and a whele lot of women
in a pslrinwde of genres. from abstracrion ro vexr
art o portraiture and even video installaion.

The basement of a home is often an
afterthoughs, bur che Gardners” lower level—ou
of which they launched a burgeoning business
they later sald—is now affecrionately called their
very awn “modern wing.” In features the mas
contemporary selectlons from their collection,
iscluding "Untitled (Cedared |"tup-]e Grid),” a
Technicolar grid of portraics and monochrome
prints on clay paper by the influential (and
everywhere) Cartie Mae Weemns, to "Larry” an
importanc early photograph in the Van Dyke
Brown technique by Rashid Johnson, who went
from Chicago breakour artist to Mew York ar
star im less than a decade,

S0 how does ane convert a basement lmo a
gallery thar is baure, homey. .. and functional? It
stares in shades of wdire, Woaking with the Susan
Fredman Design Group {fred mandesigngroup.
com) and Messetle Aschitects, the Gardners
carefully selected elements 1o creare o neurral
and comfortable sense of background For their
growing collection.  Atop white rerrazzo foars
and amid painted whise movable walls featuring
recessed wall bases—a special touch that
characrerizes what desigiver Barbara Luce vefers 1o
as an “editive approach ™ —comremporary Iralian
furnsture creates 2 room that is as child Friendly
ae ir is weleoming vo the an-world elite. And, of

WHITE b
{adiwise fram toge & painfing of Nefsan Mardele
crwales parfict peripectivg far o theugheful reading
racm, while cutam shalving house the Sardrer’
colluction of ort backs; 2 ow piciots anirands, the
sleirway bo e Gordaery lower lenel i lonked wilh
warks by collectien anists Inclvding Wedswoath
Jzurell, Ablada Glovar and Kaviero Simmens;

e beand-rine starte-of the-art barhrosm baasts
cuslom cebisetry by the e Fredman Dasign
Giseup and ¢ gorgeous watarioll the schams,

"

course, the most serious ars collectors moonlight
a5 bibliophiles, so shebving for exhibiion catalogs,
monographs and the most recent art magazines
i# mever an afterthoughr. The Gardmers” display
their art books—and the occasional are miniature
such as the brilliane and diminueive Chris Q6L
canvas “Priest”—in 3 custom reading cotner,
which :i:]:lrrh-cl:]_l.' blznkested in natural J|.[;hr.
Kind of like traditional framed family
srapehare cna wall, an am collection can provide
& g]imp:u- into a fnmil};s h:lr.l::l:q.r_\". Sa, it 12
obvious then to anyone lucky enough to visit the
Gardner home thar this family begacy is emarr,
curioas and deeply dimensicnal. Inspired? The
Garduers would encourage you to follow in their
foateeps, According ro Gary, when you “shed
your comfar zone, you can see so mach.” w
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