History, REINVENTED

A DESIGNER WITH AN APPRECIATION FOR THE CLASSICS REINVENTS A HISTORIC
7TH AVENUE PARKWAY HOME INTO AN AGELESS BEAUTY THAT’S
AS TRADITIONAL AS IT IS TIMELESS.
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By BETSY MARR
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ADLA WATTS IS A DESIGNER DEEPLY
ensconced in tradition. Taking cues from her
grear grandfacher, Louis Comfort Taffany, her love
of the chissics is in no way acadental. Growing up
in Alexandria, Virgini, she spent her weekends
in The Senithsonian Museums and The National
Gallery of Art before working at New York's es
teerned Metropolitan Museum of Art. Naturally,
when her Denver clicnt wanted 1o updare their
historic brick bome while maintaining it original
grandeus, Nadia obliged with pleasure and unri-
valed perspective,

Using the bome’s enduring appeal as her guide
line, Wares sct out 10 medernize the décor and
funcrionality of the space. Having oswned the resi-
dence for more than 15 vears, the dients wanted a
fresh update without sacrificing the historic Aavor
and cegant aesthetic

“When 1 design 2 home, [ ook ac how the

client really Irves and moree impocsantly, what they

really love. In chis case, 1 wanted o let their gor-
geous art anxd antiques lead the process.”
Beginning in the grand entryway, Nadia phinned

the home around the owner’s impressive and expan
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sive collection of fine art and tresures, Rich fabeics
and a primary palette of rexd, bluc and yellow wese
used throughous, as were antigue rugs and lighring.

Paying closc attention 1o derail and to the
owner’s active lifestyle, Wazes kepe the acsthetic
clegant, while infusing unexpacred rouches such
as Asian art (o add interest and depth. Finishes
remained dassc while bold prines and glamorous
light fixtures evoked a fanciful sense of charm

Mixing old and new, Wares and her eam
focused not only on the beawty bur also the func-
tionalicy of the spaces ~ from the kitchen’s new
layout to the spacious mater suite. “The second
floor had four bedrooms and an incredibly small
master bathroom and closet. We used one of the
bedrooms adjacent 1o che master to create 2 lasges
suite for the couple. For them, it was a smare,
functional use of space.” she ays.

“When you are renovating, think abour easy ways
to reinvent your lavou. So often, we have enough
square footage but its not kaid our in a way dhas
really works for us. Using 2n exira bedroom as addi-
tional space for a master s simpke and makes 2 huge
difference in the way you five every day.” =
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