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URIFYING FORCE

STYLE OVERHAUL

FAMILY TIES

A young couple calls on @ trusted designer to dream
up a contemporary kiichen for two.

By Kaitlin Madden | Photography by Sarah Kokes

Interior designer Brianne Bishop (briannebishopdesign.com) has had talent from
the start. The proof: Her very first project ourt of design school, a home renovation
for a Gold Coast couple, made such a lasting impression that, a decade later, the
same family hired her again. This time, however, it was the couple’s daughter,
Kirsten Schloss, and her husband, Robbie, who came calling. conminven..
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...conTinven The project: a gut renavartion of the dated kitchen
in the newlyweds’ Ukrainian Village home.

“I had seen whar Brianne was able to do in my parents’
house,” remembers Kirsten. “They have different tastes, and she
was able to meld their styles into one beautiful design. T knew
if we hired her, she would get to know us and help us design a
space that was reflective of each of our styles.”

Blending two distinct aesthetics was at the forefront for
the young couple. “My husband’s taste is pretty industrial,” says
Kirsten. “He’s drawn to Edison bulbs and mixed metals and
leathers. But I'm more transitional. [ like pieces that are timeless,
bur I also love modern elements and fun lighring.”

From the outset, the design evolved from a few key ideas,
including the 2-inch-thick Brazilian Quartzite counterrops, the
seamless antique mirror behind the bar and the custom paint
color on the cabinetry—a choice Bishop calls the fiest of the
couple’s compromises. “We studied the color of the cabinets
very hard,” says the designer. “Kirsten wanted white and Robbie
wanted dark, so after many trials of mixing the perfect custom
color, we settled on a warm, soft gray and made the island its
own element with a darker gray paint.”

But the room’s visual focal point was, surprisingly, an
element of function, and one both husband and wife agreed
upon. “The La Cornue range is definitely the star,” says Bishop.
“Kirsten and Robbie came to me conNTINUED...
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PERFECT MATCH From above: Bishep used Quartzite in White

Fantosy for the counterteps ond bocksplosh and mised two different
Benjomin Maore colors with a tint 1o gat the perfec shade of groy for
the custam cobinetry. A custom bench replacas typical stoal seating
at the genercusly sized islnd, while the dining toble, chairs and
lighting are from Restoration Hardwore. Sinks from Kollista with
faweets ond o pet filler from Woterstone have contemparary lines thal
it the fimeless look; the Elekiro espresso machine adds vintge siyle,
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..coNTINUED  with it ar the beginning and 1 was elared—I'd
always dreamed of using one in a project. They are so beautiful in
design bur also the best ro cook with.”

The homeowners agree, calling the range their favorite feature.
“It's a direct reflection of both of our tastes, industrial and timeless,”

says Kirsten. “Plus, the wuch of black really pops in our all-gray-
and-white kitchen.”

While style was key to the renovation, practicality never took a
backseat to design. The existing space, though large, was poorly laid
out and needed to be totally reconfigured in order to accommodate
the couple’s budding culinary interest. “My husband and I spend
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MY PARENTS'

-KIRSTEN SCHLOSS,
HOMEOWNER

LOOKER COOKER

The Lo Cornue ronge was the
starting point for the design
und offers the right mix of
industriel and trodifion. The
focal point of the kitchen, it
was ane element the couple
wheleheartedly agreed oa.

a lot of time cocking together,” says Kirsten, “We knew we needed
w add certain things, like a larger island and more counter space,
and the amazing Kallista sinks, which give each of us our own
work station.”

As for similarities berween mother and daughter? Bishop says
they were apparent from the start. “You could definitely see points
where Kirsten was inspired by her mother’s aesthetic—they share a
love of antique finishes and dramatie patinas.” Ultimarely, however,
the design was tailored to the younger generation. “[Kirsten and
Robbie] were very involved,” Bishop says. “We had a lot of fun with
the design process as a collaborarive eam.” =

| HAD SEEN WHAT
BRIANNE WAS
ABLE TO DO IN

HOUSE. THEY HAVE
DIFFERENT TASTES,
AND SHE WAS
ABLE TO MELD THEIR
STYLES INTO ONE
BEAUTIFUL DESIGN."
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Mitchell Channon Design

RESIDENTIAL INTERIORS
’7:6/ :}m?/ %o—ﬂ/gx Sﬁwi??%m W ?

773.907.8385 / MitchellChannonDesign.com




