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SHEILA BRIDGES

This Mew York decorator is known for her savwy updates
on traditional Americana—from her handsome design
for Bill Clinten’s Harlem offices to the spirited interiors
of her own Colonial weekend home in Mew York's Hud-
san Valley. She has a fashionista's sense of pattern and
coler (yollow is a favorite] and an eye for the standout
element—a Fornasetti rug, a Frank Gehry cardboard
chair—that makes a room click. And she's got wit:
Her Harlem Toile de Jouy features African Americans
dressed up as Barogue nobles, while her new dinner-
ware collection is decorated with pictures of girls skip-
ping rope or playing jacks. sheilabridges.com
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A zuite in the James
hotel in Los Angeles.

MARK CUNNINGHAM

As you might expect from a Polo Ralph Lauren
alumnus, this Mew York designer's rooms tend to
be masculine, wall tailored, and timeless—the
intefiors equivalent of a camel-hair topcoat gone
modern. He likes his palatte neutral, but the
Florida-born designer isn"t afraid of shades like
light blue and royal purple either. Ha mixes
crisply upholsterad custom-made pieces,
American antiques; and accessories ranging from
Coromandel screens to rough-hewn doors set
into pristine white walls, all resulting in a quietly
invigorating look. markcunninghamine com

ALESSANDRA BRANCA

Call her a passionate neaclassicist. Born in ltaly,
Branca developed an aesthetic steaped in antiguity.
Nonetheless, she's a woeman of our times. She likes
comfortable reams and the color red—also stripes
that recall vintage mattress ticking. Expect plush
uphalstery and fabrics, as well as shapes you'd find in
s museumn'’s Greco-Roman hall, accented with
anything from Maoraccan mirrors to Chinese foo dogs.
Add to it all a dash of sprezzatura, which is the
ability, the Chicage designer explains in har book New
Classic Interiors (Stewart, Tabori & Chang, 2009),

to make the complex look easy. branca.com
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ERNEST DE LA TORRE

Design backgrounds don't get much more interesting
than this: De la Torre worked at Peter Marino Archi-
tects, studied at Sotheby's in London, teamed with
lan Schrager, and created furniture and lighting for
Ralph Lauren Home. Now based in Manhattan, he spe-
cializes in projects created around art collections.
Amang his triumphs is the historic Cooper Mansion in
Tuxedo Park, Mew York, a 1700 Jacobean Revival
house that is new home to a Louis X wing chair and
a polished-matal Paul Evans bed from the 19703,
D la Tarre's rooms are luxurious, comfortable, and
adventurous, delatorredesign.com
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ALEXA HAMPTON

She was just in her 205 when her father—the great
American decorator Mark Hampton—passed away.
Since then, this down-to-g¢arth designer has proven
her talent with elegant interiors that build en her fa-
thar's legacy while demaonstrating her own viewpaint.
Sparkling chandaliers, silk draperies, tufted sofas—her
work eschews trands and consistently wows us. She's
prolific too, designing fabrics for Kravet, furniture for
Hickory Chair, and carpets for Stark, and authoring
Alexa Hampton: The Language of Interior Design
(Clarksan Potter, 2010). markhampton.com
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Thae living area in Fificia’s
SoHa apartment.

IAMES HUNIFORD

He starts with a neutral envelope, all the better to
frame the perfect object—whether it's a Donald
Judd desk, a Louis XVI chair, or a piece of rusted farm
equipment that, in this powerhouse designer's hands,
takes on the sublime form of sculpture. This is deco-
rating at its most muscular and glamorous, whether
Huniford is furnishing his own Hamptons beach house
or a posh Park Avenue apartment. His urbane

new furniture collection was inspired by some of his
favorite things, from French modernism to 1930s
Hellywood, jameshuniford.com

THOM FILICIA

Even before this affable decorator appeared an TV's
Queer Eye for the Straight Guyin 2003, he was a rising
star in the design world. A graduate of Syracuse
University's School of Art and Design, he cut his teeth
working for Parish-Hadley, Robert Metzger, and
Jeffrey Bilhuber, Filicia—a self-described “democratic
design snob"—believes passionately in personal style.
Everyone, he reckons, can have a great, unique home.
As he explains in Thom Filicia Style (Atria Books,
2008}, he loves the big mix, uncenventional painings,
lots of red, and witty surprises—and clients from
Jennifer Lopez to the W hotals love him right back.
thomfilicia.com

KATHRYN M. IRELAND

This vivacious Brit—one of Brave's Million-Dollar
Decorators—is known for & relaxed, cangenial
approach that mixes classic English style with a taste
for the exotic. Though based in Santa Monica,
California, where her high-powered clients include
actars such as Steve Martin, she also maintains a
home in Provence where she loves to entertain, as
she cheerfully docurments in her brand-new book,
Summers in France {Gibbs Smith, 2011). Her sunny
fabric collection includes calorful Indian cottons and
Javanese-influenced batik prints. kathrynireland.com
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Known for his playful, pattern
decaratar chann

DAVID KLEINBERG
i h 18 ith Parishe
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committed to unclul:'l.trv:d roams, ﬁ.lrnlsned witha
Francophile’s mélange of antiques, His colors tend
taward the softly natural; millwark is often light
and fabrics are usually soft to 1.he hand and plain—
unless, of course, his client is nad for English
country florals, His rooms copld be filled with
anything, but, thanks to his curatorial eve, every
piece seems both ideal and inevitable, dkda.com
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RICHARD KEITH LANGHAM

A native Alabaman now based in New York, Langham
calls himself old fashioned; His world is full of English-
inspired rooms, sky-high curtains, and pedigreed
antiques (he began his career as an apprentice to
Mark Hampton and went on to work for Keith Irving).
Langham brings a breath of charming Southern air
to classic decarating, tempering grandeur with an
infusion of whimsy. Look for an inventive palette—
shades like nectarine, tobaceo, and mint sorbet. An
old-school Anglophile with a 21st-century sense of
proportion, Langham has worked his magic for clients
like Jacqueline Onassis and Hilary Swank.
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A Hollywood Hills bedroom,

MARTYN LAWRENCE-BULLARD

i you're as big an icon as this matines idol of design,
your client list must really rock the charts—say,

for example, Cher and Sir Elten John, Typically, a
Lawrence-Bullard room is bold, colorful, and eclectic—
a sleek take on the romantic and exotic. There's nothing
shy about his choice of rarefied antiques, hand-
crafted global treasures, and palettes that range from
spice bazaar to the pastels of Bavarian poreelain, He
combines the graphic and overscale with an attention
to detail that creates a fantastical banguet for the eye.
mariynlawrencebullard.com

JEFFREY ALAN MARKS

When you live in Santa Maonica, it's hard not to be
influenced by the Pacific, and there is a surfside vibe
to many of Marks's interiors—he even suspended

a rowboat from his whitewashed bedroom ceiling.
His waork conjures a reinvented country cottage style

crossed with the sophisticated traditions of London,

Paris, and Milan (where he has lived). informed by the
past, he embraces everything from Jacobean antigues
and four-posters to a chesterfield paired with a

midcentury lamp, His visual melody is clean, bright,

and whimsical over & bass line of cozy. fam-design.com

An Upper East Side dining area.

McALPINE BOOTH & FERRIER

Alabama-born Bobby McAlpine has fashioned a
Southern-inflected design universe with his two stellar
firms—MecAlpine Booth & Ferrier Interiors and
McAlpine Tankersley Architecture—as well as his own
furniture lines and best-selling book, The Hame
Within Us (Rizzeli, 2010}, The McAlpine look combines
elegance, restraint, and hospitality. Colors run to light
hues and heathery pastels, and although you're more
likely to find swagged curtaing than midcentury
tables, McAlpine finds grace in any piece that wears
its age with dignity. mealpineboothferrier.com

RICHARD MISHAAN

“l am both a modernist and a classicist,” the Colombia-
bomn designer declares in his 200% book, Modern
Lusury (Monacelli Press). A trained architect who ap-
prenticed with Philip Johnson, Mighaan favors crisp
lines. As a former fashion designer, he knows fab-
rics—although you'll find more solids and stripes
than botanicals: Mishaan has no patience for “fussy
ornamentation.” He does, however, respect the past.
He has a laserlike aye for refinement, and his rooms are
glamorous as well as au courant. homerdesign.com
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JUAN MONTOYA

Maontoya has presided over his acclaimed Mew York—
based firm for more than three decades, crafting grand,
rafined interiors that play with neutral colars, scale, and
texture, Don't be surprised to see a palished Louss X
architect’s desk in 8 room with rough plank floors or

a Laligue vase on a bronze cocktail table. Art has pride
of place in his rooms, as do sculptural accents and
contemperary pieces by marquee design names.

A selection of 37 projects appears in Juan Montoya
{Monacalli Press, 200%). juanmantovadesign.com

The living
room of \
Rheinsteins

Manhattan
pied-i-terre.

SUZANNE RHEINSTEIN

You can tell a lot about a designer's true colors by her
own home, and Rheinstein's Georgian Revival brick
manse in LA, bespeaks a user-friendly, understated
elegance. She's romantic, but practical too. In fact, the
subtite of her book, At Home (Rizzoli, 2010, sums it up
perfectly: "4 Style for Teday with Things from the Past,
A Rheinstein room pairs pure neoclassical lines with

an infarmal disposition of furnishings and a closely
controlled tone-on-tone palette of soft and muted
celors taken from the garden. These are the rooms
Jane Austen might have inhabited—if she'd had money
{and a time machine). hollvhockinc.com
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Whealen's Southampton living room.

TODD ALEXANDER. ROMANO

Something cld, something new, samething borrowed
fram avery design vernacular an earth: That's Todd
Romana, The native Texan apprenticed with Maric
Bustta before striking out on his own with chic, well-
turned-out rooms. In his updated traditional style,
Romano plays with contrasts: velvet sofas and mini-
malist lithagraphs, Louis XV1 bergéres on geometric
sisal. He favors clean lines and a gracery list of colors:
olive, Blueberry, and persimmaon, With showrooms

in Mew York and L.A., Remana is a growing naticnal
presence. toddalexanderromane.com

DANIEL ROMUALDEZ

This architect-designer knows glamour. Romualdesz
grew up in a diplomatic family in the Philippines, and
his clientele {young socialites and fashionistas like Tory
Burch, Aerin Lauder, and Daphne Guinness) have made
him a top-tier Manhattan faverite, He loves mirrors,
glossy floors, lacquered walls. He's alse committed
to deep, saturated colors (like blood red) and & liberal
application of gold and silver, He's equally expert
at contemporary design and transforming the halls of
a dowager prewar apartment inte a trandsetting
salon alive with art and antiques.

SHELTON, MINDEL & ASSOCIATES

Since Peter L Shelten snd Lee . Mindel founded their
firm in 1978, they've won international acclaim, presti-
gious clients {Sting, Ralph Lauren), and countless
awards. Their clean-lined spaces—irom lofts in Manhat-
tan to beach houses in the Hamptons—blend stunning
architectural eraft with casual livability, Members of the
Interior Design Hall of Fame, they think of themselves

as taking an analytical approach to their work, but a real
sensuality shines through tos. They like lats of white
and pale-blond woods, generous windaws, and bursts
of sassy color calculated to delight. sheltonmindel.com

TIMOTHY WHEALON

This former banker now creates roams that are right
on the money: classic but cool, worldly but roated

in the comforts of home. After a stint on Wall Street,
Whealon worked at Sotheby's, specializing in the
decorative arts, and this background served him wall
when he set up his interior design firm in 1994, A
sense of connoisseurship underlies everything this
Mew York designer does, but he has fun with it, mbding
1Bth-century antiques with "60s finds or tweaking

a traditional interier with contemporary art. Fresh
colors—from aqua to pale pink—tie it all together,
timothywhealon.com




SABLIPLSHELBERG

Moderniat but not minimaliar, C 5
and Glarn Pushelberg create spaces that ¢
style luxury with eye-catching theat
adept atsubtly transforming Tiffany 8
as they are &t craating a surfer-chic getaway for lan
Schrager's Waikiki Edition hetel in Honelulu. Their
residential work is equally dazzling. You can see
their own white Manhatian asrie in Yabu Pushelbe

{Architecturedinteriors Prass, 2009]. yabupushelberg
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classicism infuses his architecture

thetic, he mixes noble antiques

Charlotte Moss Jesse Carriar and gardens, and sleak furnishings.

Joe Nahem Oliver M, Furth Mica Ertegiin Rose Tarlow

Thomas O'Brien Grant K. Gibsen She's knawn for luxurious yet cere- A decorator's decorator, she im-
Alex Papachristidis Katie Lyden bral interiors that are as cosmopal- bues her rooms, whether classic or
Miles Redd Marla Turner itan-as she k. contemporary, with emaotion,




5> DESIGNERS TO WATCH

THESE UP-AND-COMING TALENTS HAVE ALREADY ESTABLISHED SIGNATURE APPROACHES TO STYLE

RAFAEL DE CARDENAS

A lavender apartment for the model Jessica Stam; a
lime-and-fuchsis family home for makeup star Jeanine
Lebell and her husband, acter Anthony Edwards: This
Maw York architect is ereating colorful backdrops for
a young, fashionable crowd, & former menswear
designer for Calvin Klein, De Cérdenas left fashion ta

NICKEY KEHOE

Funky interiors that mix burlap and velvet, Franch
country with midcentury modern: L.A.-based
decorator-shopkeepers Tadd Nickey and Amy Kehaoe
have perfected a laid-back, artfully curated blend.
Their style has struck a chord with a star-studded client
list that includes Mark and Sunrise Ruffale and Matalie
Portman. Meanwhile, their store in Hollywood and their
1stdibs online shep are troves of affordable antique
and vintage finds. Their own NK Collection of furniture
is eye catching and well priced, nickevkehoe.com

138 ELLEDECOR.COM

- e B ™

A sitting area in a Park
Avenue apartment.
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earn a master's degree in architecture (his first
venture out of school was working on the redesign of
the Warld Trade Canter site). His tactile approach—
he starts each project by assembling fabric boards,
as though designing clothing—is clearly reated in
his fashion backgreund, architectureatlarge.com

_

Alnving room in Washingten, D.C.
BETH MARTIN

This 5an Francisco decorater creates charmingly
functional settings for modern life. In the D.C, town-
house of actress Alexandra Wantworth and her
husband, George Stephanopoulos, she created the
“Gaodiva rooem,” a chocolate-brawn living space that
multitasks as a study and Nintendo Wil play area for
the couple's children. In this designer's hands, slate-
color velvet sofas mix handily with pink leather poufs,
and a stark Lucian Freud sketch looks just right beside
an old-fashioned settes. elizabethmartindesign.com

AURELIEN GALLET

In his refined interiors, 18th-century antiques meld
seamlessly with chic "30s designs. Trained in France as
an art appraiser, Gallet moved to New York eight
years ago and worked for two of the city’s top interior
designers, Robert Cauturier and Juan Pablo Malyneux.
That blue-chip background led to instant commissions
when he started his own firm last year, from a dewn-
town loft to an cceanfrant house in the Caribbean.
Coming soon: a line of limited-edition furniture and
lighting. aureliengallet.com

SARA STORY

As gifted with natural tones as she is with brighter
hues, the native Texan—now based in New York—
laves antiques, Asian lacquer, and cowhide chairs.
Her saigné interiors, which owe a debt to the years
she spent working with Victaria Hagan, deftly blend
glamour with a sense of ease. This bald spirit (she
competes on an international women's elephant-
polo team) also has a wild side: Her study for the 2008
Kips Bay Decorator Show House incorporated a
lian-skin rug—a family heirloam. sarastorydesign.com






