Private Residence 1

Location Withheld | 1962 | Robert L.
2012 Renovation by Dennis Gibbens Architects

rl, Architect

Part of what made Trousdale Estates so over the top was its embodiment of what it
felt like to be wealthy in an optimistic era, an exuberance captured by some young
architects just starting out at the time. One of them, Robert L. Earl, produced some

phenomenally expressive homes there, and nowhere was this free-form, kinetic

experimentation more evident than in his floor plans. Often hidden behind strict
facades, his use of swoops, arcs, and circles were not only signature elements of their
day, they've become prized design features of the present as well

Yet few people or families in the 20105 who have the resources or ambition to
live in a place like Trousdale Estates are interested in living in a time capsule. Even
those who buy an architectural gem, or appreciate a certain style, want to put their
own imprint on it. Since Trousdale was already well on its way back to desirability, and
this house had the Trousdale swank in spades, it was clearly a good candidate for an

update, rather than a tear-down. And it found its white knights in two entertainment
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executives, who were eager Lo live the California lifestyle theyd envisioned in New York as
younger men, a lfestyle that wasnit possible in their French Normandy style manse at the time—
even i it was in the Hollywood Hills.

A down-to-the-studs redo followed; while it adhered to the basic footprint and organizational
pattern of the original floor plan, every surface and finish is new—including tawny terrazzo floors
poured in place of the black that had once laid underfoot. The circular form of the living room
remains as more of a remnant suggestion than delineation; the curving glass of the new window
wall alludes to it, but with a far finer technological prowess which would have simply been
unavailable in 1962, at any price.

The pool area is hugely improved-—mostly by process of elimination. Overgrown cypress and
juniper trees and other unkempt planting had obscured the view of the city lights—balancing the
pastoral, peaceful, and surprisingly refreshing view over Coldwater Canyon past Mulholland Drive
and into the Valley. A curvaceous colonnade adjacent the pool was salvaged and refreshed as well

The interiors are masculine, clean, and ready for prime time. A palette of very fine materials-
woods, stone, bronze-lend a serene

to the interiors; arch I devices introduce
light from above along the circulation spines and the overhangs. If all new construction in the

Trousdale of Today was this personalized and well-engineered, it would certainly be something
to celebrate.
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