A Nautical Seaside
Home Sets Sail
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Bill Cuortis, Curtis & Windham Architects

Warren Laurent. O.B. Laurent

Kvle Palmer. Houston

love for the Emerald Coast drew Forrese
and Willie Harrell, a Houston couple, o
vacation in Seaside, Florida, more than
ewenty-five years ago. As the family grew with the

addition of three children, they continued their tra-

ditional visits—diaper bags and beach gear in tow.
- | As cach year passed, they rented a different Seaside
coteage, where their children learned to nide bikes

for the first time, made friends alu:ndmg Seaside

- , . Camp, and learned to surf with the help of local

: Ryan DeVore of Camp RYNO —:ll while embrac-

'}v" ing the New Utrbanist community around them, “1

N ~ & - think we rented every home in Seaside!” Willie says.




“We always knew we wanted a second home close
to Seaside, and we brought our Houston architect,
Bill Curtis, to the area o look ar a site thar we were
thinking of purchasing on z nearby lake. He pointed
out chat if our love was suefing and the Seaside com-
munity, then that was whar we should pursue, It was

the best advice we could have gotzen.”

The couple sought out realtor Jacky Barker of
Seaside Community Rezlty, who helped them
acquire 2 premier lor on Seaside Avenue, in the
heart of the neighborhood. Award-winning Curris
and Windham Architects ook to the drawing
boaed, building on the rich history already in place
as they created a home specific to the needs of the
Harrells, the town of Seaside, and the property.
Forrest and Willie approved O.B. Laurent to rake
on the construction, “With curved wood walls and
O mnny (!Ct'lll-‘. we l:nc\\' thc nature 0’. l}lc d(}ign
was challenging.” Willie says. “We were building for
a lifetime, not running a race, and we felt confident

Warren 2nd his team could handle the job.”

The inspiration for the interior design came from
Willie’s summer travels o Nanoucker with her mocher.
Though she is no longer with them, the family honors
her memory with a daisy etched on the entry gate. A
graphic artist designed the family crest with the words
“In Surf We Trust” emblazoned upon it, and a crafts-
man in Nantucket carved the picce to be showcased on
the exterioe of the home. The crest is used throughour
the home and is erched on china, glassware, and nap-

kins, 25 well as printed on bicycke seats and T-shirts
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covered b} the childrens local and incernacions
friends, The JLEhiiI'IE fixtures, echectic nautezl clocks,
and decorative icems are from the Lockhart Collection
on Manmicker Island and all sdhers sl:rinl:,' to the

home’s color scheme of navy blwe and whire.

Ohne highlighe of the home is the impresive plared
wooden bar with a caprains log for guess o sign.
Diesigned afeer a vintage Chris-Craft boar, the bar is
comprcte with antijue SLern JLEJ'I.FLﬂ. With the ﬂl.p of
a switch, the lights are on, the bar is open, and every-

one can order from the creative “Caprain’ Favorines™
bar mene, where the drinks, such = "Enrlqmp" and
“Ponyboy]’ are named after family members and pers.
Anather exceptions| space is the curved powder room,
'H'I'Il:l.'l' = I.'L'd.'.ll ariase P:I.r.“.I:I'J & I'I.-I!]ll.'.! ur:"‘l:nl'.u-rkl.'-l": {i.'

i Kawrm .-;_nq..-..:i- . _:_:. = . = _ i g ¢ mious direerional sign. “We ook the theme ‘five oelock

somewhere” and used fives ar different points near and
rJl.'a.T fralatli hc:dﬁ—rnm lhrJL“cr [ i S ﬁnﬁ!n:ws:,
Scotland, o Modica Marker Willie says,




The main house boasts two king bedrooms and a
loft; the guesthouse offers additional sleeping space
overlooking the home's swimming pool, which is

the perfect place to cool off after a day ar the beach.

Willie says, “Our children have grown up in
Seaside, and we have fallen in love with the com-
munity even more since we buile this home. We
are really looking forward to spending our first
Christmas here,” No doubt the brainstorming has
already begun on nautical wrapping paper, ribbon,

ornaments, and tree crimmings.

Whether walking zround Central Square, relaxing by
the pool, or watching the children play on the beach,
one thing is certain: the Harrells and their home
embody the New Urbanise spinit of Seaside, and their

family motto could not be more appropriate. @
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