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In North London's fashionable residential area of Highgate, a private client of Dorothee Junkin had purchased a substantial detached
1920's family home. The property occupies extensive grounds and offers spectacular views of the idyllic Highgate ponds as well as of the
rolling hills of woodland and 791 acres of open space known as Heathland. The property needed to become the tranquil London
residence and family home for a client with a fast paced and international lifestyle. Whilst embracing the character and traditional elements,
the client was keen to turn the property into a contemporary residence. The design includes the interiors and some extensions of the
existing building including a sizeable leisure complex and conservatory. The residence has gone a radically new interior design based on
the existing context of finishes. Thus, careful consideration of the steps in the design process was necessary to ensure the traditional
elements of the property, like rich wooden panellings, feature fireplaces, ornaments, etc. would become a harmonious backdrop for an

eclectic mix of contemporary and vintage furniture.
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In the hall a mix of classy contemporary furniture as well as vintage pieces were chosen to form a harmonious setting with the existing rich
wooden panelling. A custom fireplace inspired by traditional designs was installed to replace the one installed by previous owners which
was not in keeping with the surrounding woodworks. The rather traditionally panelled library was furnished with a combination of
contemporary elements and vintage collectibles. The centre piece, a large lounge sofa, is a contemporary approach to the classic
Chesterfield. With the clients being passionate readers and book collectors, this room offers a calm, balanced and welcoming space to

retreat to and read or, to gather as a family or with friends in an informal setting.
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The living room, clad with an
intricately textured legacy fabric
wallcovering, was a space the
lady of the house was
particularly interested in and
Dorothee felt that pale floral
patterns and textures would
work best here. The kitchen is
another variation of a floral
theme, inspired by
contemporary country kitchens,
as well as Scandinavian
kitchens. With panoramic views
onto the terrace and into the
garden, this is the cheerful
centre of the house and the
room. In parallel to the interior
design process, a fully
coordinated system of the
latest audio and visual
technologies was installed to
offer all the amenities of a
contemporary luxury home,
while being placed in a
sensible way and without
attracting unwanted attention in
the carefully balanced interiors

scheme.
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