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LUXE INTERIORS + DESIGN WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME 

YOU TO OUR 2017 GOLD LIST: A LOOK BACK AT THE 

PAST YEAR IN DESIGN WITH THE PROLIFIC TALENTS 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INSPIRING AND ASPIRATIONAL 

HOMES FEATURED IN THE PAGES OF OUR MAGAZINE—

FROM ARCHITECTS AND INTERIOR DESIGNERS TO 

HOME BUILDERS AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS ALL 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY THAT ARE LEADING THE 

INDUSTRY IN FRESH AND EXCITING WAYS. 



MY FAVORITE 
FURNITURE IS 
UPHOLSTERED PIECES 
WITH ORGANIC, 
SCULPTED SHAPES, 
AND MIXED WOOD AND 
METAL CASEGOODS.”
–ROBERT BROWN, BROWN DAVIS INTERIORS 

MIAMI BEACH

LIMESTONE IS A MATERIAL 
THAT HAS A SPECIAL QUALITY. IT 

VARIES FROM LOCALE TO LOCALE 
SO THE UNIQUE QUALITIES 

OF THE REGION ARE OFTEN 
REFLECTED IN THE STONE.”

–DON RUGGLES, RUGGLES MABE STUDIO 

DENVER

“I love using  
stained wood  

because of the 
warmth and contrast  

it offers when  
paired with some  

of the colder, harder 
building materials.  
It brings us back  

down to earth and  
connects us to the  

outside world.” 
–DANIEL REEDY, ONSHORE 

CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPMENT 

JUPITER, FL

“A GREAT HANDCRAFTED BED IS  
THE BEST LONG-TERM INVESTMENT.  
WE SPEND MORE HOURS IN BED THAN 
ANY OTHER PLACE, SO IT SHOULD BE A 
SANCTUARY FOR REST AND COMFORT.”
–BRUCE FOX, BRUCE FOX DESIGN 
CHICAGO

“I LOVE USING CONCRETE. IT’S 
TIMELESS AND ALLOWS FOR SO  
MUCH FLEXIBILITY IN DESIGN.”

–SCOTT CARSON, PHX ARCHITECTURE

SCOTTSDALE

“I appreciate the 
thinking behind 
Modernism. It is 
the movement that 
freed us from the 
corset of style  
and allowed  
us to properly 
respond to any 
given location.” 

–MARY ANN GABRIELE SCHICKETANZ, 

STUDIO SCHICKETANZ 

CARMEL, CA

“I would suggest investing in 
Korean art from the Dansaekhwa 
Movement. It’s a growing market 
that will have a big impact on the 
art world in the coming years.”
–NINA WEXLER, NINA YAEL DESIGN STUDIO 

NEW YORK

“My favorite  
design style 

is any type of 
Early American 

architecture, 
from Georgian 

to American 
Colonial Revival 
and Tudor styles. 

I prefer recreating 
traditional styles  

in the new homes  
we build.”

–DAVE KNECHT,  

DAVE KNECHT HOMES 

HINSDALE, IL

“Purchase the 
best windows 
and doors 
money can buy. 
Not only are 
they always 
within sight,  
but they provide 
a convenient 
function, energy 
savings, visual 
beauty and 
longevity.”
–TIM BARBER,  

TIM BARBER LTD.

LOS ANGELES

“INVEST IN STATEMENT LIGHTING. GOOD 
LOW-LEVEL LIGHTING IS ALWAYS THE 

HEARTBEAT OF A WELL-DONE INTERIOR.”
–JAN TURNER HERING, JAN TURNER HERING INTERIOR DESIGN 

CORONA DEL MAR, CA

“PEOPLE ARE RESPONDING TO 
WARM COLORS MUCH MORE 
LATELY—TAUPE, DEEP REDS  
AND PANTONE’S DUSTY CEDAR.”
–MARIA HAIDAMUS, MARIA HAIDAMUS INTERIORS 

SAN FRANCISCO

“Architecture has permanence and 
presents an opportunity to engage 
with local observers in a way 
that makes a project relevant for 
generations. Any project must be 
irrevocably tied to its surroundings.”
–CARLOS GONZALEZ-ABREU, GONZALEZ-ABREU / ALAS ARCHITECTS

CORAL GABLES, FL
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A   SUZANNE MARTINSON 
ARCHITECTS 
Miami, FL 
suzannemartinson.com

H   THE CONSTRUCTION 
GROUP 
Miami, FL 
theconstructiongroup. 
dreamhosters.com

H   W. KREKELER 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
Miami, FL 
305.342.1567

A  I   BROWN DAVIS 
INTERIORS 
Miami Beach, FL 
browndavis.com

H  LUIS BOSCH  
LUXURY HOMES 
Miami Beach, FL 
boschconstruction.net

H  LARQCON GROUP 
Miramar, FL 
305.219.3213

I  DKOR INTERIORS 
North Miami, FL 
dkorinteriors.com

A   BRIDGES, MARSH & 
ASSOCIATES 
Palm Beach, FL 
bridgesmarsharchitects.com

A   BROWER ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATES 
Palm Beach, FL 
baapb.com

L   NIEVERA WILLIAMS DESIGN 
Palm Beach, FL 
nieverawilliams.com

A   SMITH ARCHITECTURAL 
GROUP 
Palm Beach, FL 
smitharchitecturalgroup.com

H   WITTMANN BUILDING 
CORPORATION 
Palm Beach, FL 
wittmannbuilding.com

H   NTJX 
Pompano Beach, FL 
954.675.5200 

H  CANDELA CONSTRUCTION  
South Miami, FL 
candelaconstruction.com

L   JDLA LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE 
Tequesta, FL 
561.902.8240

A   CLEMENS BRUNS SCHAUB / 
ARCHITECT & ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
Vero Beach, FL 
cbsarchs.com

L   DAN FORD & ASSOCIATES 
Vero Beach, FL 
danfordandassociates.com

A   HOOS ARCHITECTURE 
Vero Beach, FL 
hoosarch.com

A   MOOR, BAKER & 
ASSOCIATES, P.A. 
Vero Beach, FL 
moorarch.com

H   RCL DEVELOPMENT 
Vero Beach, FL 
rcldev.com

I   ROD MICKLEY INTERIORS 
Vero Beach, FL 
rodmickley.com

L   LANG DESIGN GROUP 
West Palm Beach, FL 
langdesigngroup.com

H   TIM GIVENS BUILDING  
AND REMODELING 
West Palm Beach, FL 
561.533.5828

A   SMITH AND MOORE 
ARCHITECTS 
West Palm Beach, FL 
smithmoorearchitects.com

L   WARREN E. MCCORMICK 
AND ASSOCIATES 
West Palm Beach, FL 
561.379.4061

H   WOOLEMS 
West Palm Beach, FL 
woolemsinc.com

H   YELLOWFIN BUILDERS 
West Palm Beach, FL 
561.769.7318

A   YRA DESIGN 
West Palm Beach, FL 
yrainc.com

GEORGIA
I  BETH WEBB INTERIORS 

Atlanta, GA 
bethwebb.com

L   LAND PLUS ASSOCIATES 
Atlanta, GA 
landplus.org

I  SUZANNE KASLER INTERIORS 
Atlanta, GA 
suzannekasler.com

ILLINOIS
I   ANTHONY MICHAEL 

INTERIOR DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
anthonymichaelinteriordesign.com

H  BEST HOME DESIGN  
AND CONSTRUCTION  
Chicago, IL 
besthomeinchicago.com

I  BLUTTER SHIFF  
DESIGN ASSOCIATES 
Chicago, IL 
bluttershiff.com

A   BOOTH HANSEN 
Chicago, IL 
boothhansen.com

I  BRUCE FOX DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
brucefoxdesign.com

A   BURNS + BEYERL 
ARCHITECTS 
Chicago, IL 
bbaworld.com

L   CULLITON QUINN 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
Chicago, IL 
cullitonquinn.com

H   DOMAIN CONSTRUCTION  
Chicago, IL 
dxmain.com

A   DSPACE STUDIO 
Chicago, IL 
dspacestudio.com

I  ELIZABETH KRUEGER DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
elizabethkruegerdesign.com

H  FIRST STAR DESIGN & 
CONSTRUCTION  
Chicago, IL 
firststarconstruction.com

A   FREDMAN ARCHITECTURE 
GROUP 
Chicago, IL 
fredmandesigngroup.com

I  FREDMAN DESIGN GROUP  
Chicago, IL 
fredmandesigngroup.com

H  GOLDBERG GENERAL 
CONTRACTING  
Chicago, IL 
ggcinc.net

I  HICKMAN DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES 
Chicago, IL 
hickmaninteriors.com

L   HOERR SCHAUDT 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
Chicago, IL 
hoerrschaudt.com

H   KASTENHOLZ 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
Chicago, IL 
773.638.2711

A   KATHRYN QUINN 
ARCHITECTS 
Chicago, IL 
kquinnarch.com

I  KIM SCODRO INTERIORS 
Chicago, IL 
kimscodro.com

I  K   KITCHENLAB DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
kitchenlabdesign.com

I  LEO DESIGNS 
Chicago, IL 
leodesignschicago.com

H  MANGAN BUILDERS 
Chicago, IL 
manganbuilders.com

L   MARGUERITE GARDENS 
Chicago, IL 
flowerpowerchicago.com

L   MCKAY LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTS 
Chicago, IL 
mckaylandarch.com

H  MG CUSTOM 
Chicago, IL 
847.951.4153

I  MICHAEL DEL PIERO  
GOOD DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
michaeldelpiero.com

A   NORTHWORKS 
ARCHITECTS + PLANNERS 
Chicago, IL 
nwks.com

H  PRO-DONE  
RENOVATION CORP. 
Chicago, IL 
prodone.net

I  SEMELSNOW INTERIOR 
DESIGN  
Chicago, IL 
semelsnow.com

A   SPACE ARCHITECTS + 
PLANNERS 
Chicago, IL 
spacearchplan.com

I  STEVE + FILIP DESIGN 
Chicago, IL 
steveandfilip.com

I   STUDIO GILD 
Chicago, IL 
studiogild.com

H   SYLVESTER 
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 
Chicago, IL 
scsibuild.com

I  TOM STRINGER  
DESIGN PARTNERS 
Chicago, IL 
tomstringer.com

I  WENDY LABRUM INTERIORS 
Chicago, IL 
wendylabruminteriors.com

A  I  THOMAS SHAFER 
ARCHITECTS 
Evanston, IL 
shaferarch.com

H  EIESLAND BUILDERS 
Glenview, IL 
eiesland.com

I  ANDREA X BURRIDGE 
INTERIORS 
Hinsdale, IL 
axbinteriors.com

H   DAVE KNECHT HOMES 
Hinsdale, IL 
daveknechthomes.com

A   HACKLEY & ASSOCIATES 
ARCHITECTS 
Kenilworth, IL 
hackleyarchitects.com

L   SCOTT BYRON & CO. 
Lake Bluff, IL 
scottbyron.com

L   CRAIG BERGMANN 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
Lake Forest, IL 
craigbergmann.com

A   KONSTANT  
ARCHITECTURE & PLANNING 
Skokie, IL 
konstantarchitecture.com

H  J. LAWRENCE HOLDINGS 
Wheaton, IL 
jlawrencehomes.com

H  T&T CONSTRUCTION CO. 
Willowbrook, IL 
ttconstructioninc.com

I   AMY KARTHEISER DESIGN 
Wilmette, IL 
amykartheiserdesign.com

H  EDWARD A. ANDERSON 
COMPANY 
Winnetka, IL 
andersonbuilt.com

H   WILLIAM H. BAKER 
CONSTRUCTION 
Aspen, CO 
whbconstruction.com

H   BECK BUILDING COMPANY 
Avon, CO 
beckbuilds.com

I   WORTH INTERIORS 
Avon, CO 
worthinteriors.com

H   BRIKOR ASSOCIATES 
Basalt, CO 
brikor.com

A   CCY ARCHITECTS 
Basalt, CO 
ccyarchitects.com

L   GREG MOZIAN & 
ASSOCIATES 
Basalt, CO 
gregmozian.com

L   SHANNON MURPHY 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
Basalt, CO 
970.927.2889

L   TLC 
Basalt, CO 
970.379.6629

I   JILL SOFFER DESIGN 
Carbondale, CO 
jillsoffer.com

H   KORU 
Carbondale, CO 
korultd.com

I   LYNNI HUTTON INC. 
Carbondale, CO 
970.704.1201

I   JF INTERIORS 
Cherry Hills, CO 
303.917.0022

H   ALL MOUNTAIN HOMES 
Crested Butte, CO 
970.275.5801

I   INTERNI DESIGN STUDIO 
Crested Butte, CO 
idstudiocb.com

L   ALTERNATIVE  
LAND DESIGN 
Denver, CO 
alternativelanddesign.com

A  I   ALVAREZ MORRIS 
Denver, CO 
alvarezmorris.com

I   ANDREA SCHUMACHER 
INTERIORS 
Denver, CO 
andreaschumacherinteriors.com

H   CHARACTER BUILDERS 
COLORADO 
Denver, CO 
characterbuildersco.com

I   IBA DESIGN ASSOCIATES 
Denver, CO 
ibadesignassociates.com

A   MASON ARCHITECTURE & 
DESIGN 
Denver, CO 
madarch.com

A   MICHAEL KNORR 
ARCHITECT 
Denver, CO 
michaelknorr.net

I   PETRA RICHARDS 
INTERIORS 
Denver, CO 
petrarichardsinteriors.com

A   RUGGLES MABE STUDIO 
Denver, CO 
rugglesmabe.com

A   SHEPHERD RESOURCES 
INC./AIA 
Edwards, CO 
sriarchitect.com

L   WESTON LANDSCAPE & 
DESIGN 
Englewood, CO 
westonlandscape.net

H   MARK MANLEY 
CONSTRUCTION 
Golden, CO 
303.359.2825

L   DESIGNS BY SUNDOWN 
Littleton, CO 
designsbysundown.com

H   GRUBER HOME 
REMODELING 
Littleton, CO 
gogruber.com

A   MARK RUDNICKI 
ARCHITECTURE 
Littleton, CO 
rudnickiarchitect.blogspot.com

H   MONTARE BUILDERS 
Littleton, CO 
montarebuilders.com

H   SRE BUILDING ASSOCIATES 
Minturn, CO 
srebuilds.com

H   GILLETTE LLC 
CONSTRUCTION AND 
REMODELING 
Vail, CO 
888.719.1123

L   PRISTINE LANDSCAPES 
Vail, CO 
970.376.7143

A   SUMAN ARCHITECTS 
Vail, CO 
sumanarchitects.com

CONNECTICUT
I   DESIGN & ANTIQUITIES 

Bloomfield, CT 
designandantiquities.com

L   JANICE PARKER 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 
Greenwich, CT 
janiceparker.com

I   LINDA RUDERMAN 
INTERIORS 
Greenwich, CT 
lindaruderman.com

I  MORGAN HARRISON HOME 
New Canaan, CT 
morganharrisonhome.com

K  CHRISTOPHER PEACOCK 
Norwalk, CT 
peacockhome.com

A   MICHAEL SMITH 
ARCHITECTS 
Norwalk, CT 
michaelsmitharchitects.com

L   SECOND NATURE 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
Norwalk, CT 
secondnaturelandscapedesign.com

A   SHOPE RENO WHARTON 
Norwalk, CT 
shoperenowharton.com

A   AUSTIN PATTERSON 
DISSTON ARCHITECTS 
Southport, CT 
apdarchitects.com

A   MARK P. FINLAY 
ARCHITECTS, AIA 
Southport, CT 
markfinlay.com

H  DAVENPORT 
CONTRACTING 
Stamford, CT 
davenportcontracting.com

H  V&A CONSTRUCTION 
Stamford, CT  
vnaconstruction.com

I  EBH INTERIORS  
Weston, CT 
ebhinteriors.com

FLORIDA
I  BBH DESIGN STUDIO 

Aventura, FL 
bbhdesignstudio.com

A   SDH STUDIO 
ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN 
Aventura, FL 
sdhstudio.com

H  CUDMORE BUILDERS 
Boca Raton, FL 
cudmorebuilders.com

I  KNOWLES DESIGN 
Boca Raton, FL 
knowlesdesignstudio.com

H   WIETSMA LIPPOLIS 
CONSTRUCTION 
Boca Raton, FL 
wlhouses.com

A  I  GONZALEZ-ABREU/ALAS 
ARCHITECTS  
Coral Gables, FL 
gaaarchitect.com

I  LAURA MARTZELL DESIGNS 
Coral Gables, FL 
lauramartzelldesigns.com

L   ONE SEED 
Coral Gables, FL 
plantoneseed.com

I  POGGI DESIGN 
Coral Gables, FL 
poggidesign.com

H  BOMAR BUILDERS 
Deerfield Beach, FL 
bomarbuilders.com

I  ERIN PAIGE PITTS INTERIORS 
Delray Beach, FL 
erinpaigepittsinteriors.com

A   RANDALL STOFFT 
ARCHITECTS 
Delray Beach, FL 
stofft.com

H  HOLLY HILL HOMES 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
hollyhillhomesinc.com

I  EDH CONCEPTS 
Gulf Stream, FL 
860.614.6404

I  ALLISON PALADINO INTERIOR 
DESIGN & COLLECTIONS 
Jupiter, FL 
apinteriors.com

I  JMA INTERIOR DESIGN 
Jupiter, FL 
jma-ids.com

H  ONSHORE CONSTRUCTION 
& DEVELOPMENT 
Jupiter, FL 
onshorejupiter.com

L   EXOTICSCAPE 
Key Biscayne, FL 
exoticscape.com

I  INTERIORS BY  
MAITE GRANDA 
Key Biscayne, FL 
maitegranda.com

A   CARLOS MARTIN 
ARCHITECTS 
Margate, FL 
carlosmartinarchitects.com

L   SUSAN HALL LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECTURE 
Merritt Island, FL 
hall-la.com

I  DEBORAH  
WECSELMAN DESIGN 
Miami, FL 
dwdinc.com

I  DESIGN SOLUTIONS 
UNLIMITED 
Miami, FL 
ds-miami.com

H  E.W. CHARLES 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 
Miami, FL 
305.989.8307

I  FAVA DESIGN GROUP 
Miami, FL 
favadesigngroup.com

I   MAGGIE CRUZ  
INTERIOR DESIGN 
Miami, FL 
maggiecruzdesign.com

A   PACHECO-MARTINEZ & 
ASSOCIATES 
Miami, FL 
pachecomartinez.com

I  PEEPLES RIONDA 
INTERIORS 
Miami, FL 
robertrionda.com

I  PETERS & MBIANGO 
INTERIORS 
Miami, FL 
petersandmbiangohome.com

A   PROJECTS BY SCOTT TAO 
Miami, FL 
305.206.2532

H  RM CONTRACTORS 
Miami, FL 
305.345.3649

KEY
A  ARCHITECTURE

I  INTERIOR DESIGN

IA  INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE

H  HOME BUILDER

K  KITCHEN DESIGN

L  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
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01. Building traditions are repurposed in the Coral Gables home of  
architects Carlos Gonzalez-Abreu and Ana M. Alas. Vernacular details 
provide an antidote to the austere Mediterranean mass. 02. Caribbean 
folly-style family compound includes a main residence, 3,500-square-
foot guesthouse and secret pool garden staged to celebrate a private 
island setting. Suites and verandas offer dazzling comfort in under-
stated sophistication. Artistically curated and juxtaposed with modern 
comforts and the latest technology. 03. Tahiti Beach home. Upon its 
carefully choreographed front approach, the massing splits open to 
unveil a dramatic Miami skyline tableau. In Venetian fashion, a contem-
porary loggia rises out of the waters of a reflecting pool. 04. This 
Ocean Drive penthouse offers a stylish retreat. A luxurious setting 
reflects a South Beach distilled glamour, paired with a calm palette of 
natural and hewn materials drawn from the native coastal landscape.

ARCHITECTS

Carlos Gonzalez-Abreu, Principal
Ana M. Alas, Principal

6705 Red Road, Suite 302
Coral Gables, Florida
305.740.7334
gaa@gaaarchitect.com
gaaarchitect.com

GONZALEZ-ABREU/ALAS 
ARCHITECTS 

“Our clients should feel 
as if they are coming 
home to a five-star hotel.”

Their families, communities and childhood experiences drew Carlos Gonzalez-Abreu and 
Ana M. Alas to the field of architecture. Raised in a magical colonial city and under the 
auspices of its inescapable grandeur and, in Alas’ case, a father who was a builder, the pair 
founded GAA Architecture | Interior Design out of a passion for the discipline’s combination  
of art and science. “Engineering is rational, precise and definite, while architecture has  
a loose and creative element that can draw you in countless directions,” Gonzalez-Abreu  
says. “When I discovered this, it was like being sucked into a black hole. I couldn't resist the 
gravitational pull.” Likewise, Alas notes the duality of her profession as nourishing, particularly 
given her multifaceted background in architecture, interior design and general contracting. 
Though it began purely as an architectural firm, GAA today offers services to complete every 
element in a given project, down to the furnishings. Asked to describe their creative process, 
both principals agree that the pace success brings has been a new test. “As the firm matures, 
there is an increasing challenge on our time,” Alas says. “We sometimes have to shut 
ourselves off from the world, only accompanied by classical music, books, digital boards 
and, still to this day, trash paper—used particularly in the very embryonic stages where 
copious amounts of discarded sketches are generated.”

Ask the Expert 
 
What are you working on next? 
We are working on a new, contempo-
rary bayfront home in Tahiti Beach (see 
photo 03). It's a very exciting project. 
We also just completed a two-story 
penthouse on Brickell, with amazing 
views of the city and bay. Currently, we 
are working on a new penthouse in 
South Beach.

In what kinds of communities  
do you typically work? 
Prominent waterfront properties, luxury 
apartment buildings, the Caribbean and 
a private island. We also take sourcing 
trips to Morocco and Egypt with clients. 

How do you define luxury?
Coco Chanel framed it well: “Some 
people think luxury is the opposite  
of poverty. It is not. It is the opposite  
of vulgarity.” 
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