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WHO WOULDN'T WANT TO LIVE IN HANCOCK PARK? FOR
ARCHITECT WILLIAM HEFNER, THE QUESTION IS MOOT,
“It’s a beautiful, historically protected neighborhood with most of its
original 1920s architecture intact,” he says of the enclave of Spanish
Colenials and English Tudors located in the center of Los Angeles. “You
feel as if you're miles away from everything, yet you're within walking

distance of great restaurants and other city amenities.”

Determined to make the area their new home, Hefner and his interior
designer wife, Kazuko Hoshino, began house hunting and decided on
a Spanish Colonial that—according to Hefner, who, along with
Hoshino, heads the Los Angeles firm William Hefner Architecture,
Interiors and Landscape—ultimately had very little worth preserving.
“All the character had been stripped out in previous remodels,” he says.
So, after bringing the structure down to its studs, "we essentially had
a skeleton we thought would work well as a French Mediterranean”
With the architectural style decided, the couple took an extended trip
to the south of France, where the local light, landscape and architecture

inspired and informed their design.

Similar to the homes of Provenge, Hefner and Hoshino's version features
a beige stucco exterior with thick French limestone windowsills and
wrought-iron balcony railings. A coffee-colored barrel tile roof covers the
building, and a border of gray stucco at the bottom grounds the house
and gives it distinction. “We'd never seen a base detail like that anywhere

else,” says Hoshino.

IRE William R. Hefner, AlA, William Hefner

Architecture, Interiors and Landscape

i Kazuko Hoshino, William Hefner Architecture,

' Interiors and Landscape
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ARCS DE TRIOMPHE

Found at Rubbish Interiors in Los Angeles, the
vintage circular stool in the living room, opposite,
and the round dining room table designed by
hameowner/interior designer Kazuko Hoshing,
above, were intentionally added to soften the
home's crisp architecture.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 201

The main residence and 1,000-square-foot combination pool house/guest
quarters and gym were designed to function as a small compound. “We
chose to make the house smaller and push some of the program to the pool
house to reduce the need for extra hallways and connectors in the main

structure,” says Hefner. “That plan created better access to the outdoors.”

The exterior's simple taupe and gray palette repeats itself inside, where
the walls are skim-coated plaster in a pale oyster tone, and the furnish-
ings, a mix of comfortable upholstered pieces and antiques, follow suit.
“Everything is very neutral because we really want people to notice

what's going on outside,” says Hoshino, who handpicked every piece of
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GREEN WITH ENVY

The cool blue of the lap pool infuses

an unexpected jolt of color into the
tranguil green-on-green landscape,
designed by homeowner/architect
William Hefner.







CONTINUED FROM PAGE 203

furniture, from the 1940s walnut and brass coffee table in the living

room to the hand-carved French gesso mirror in the dining room. “We OPENING ACT

Arched interior doorways and views

to the garden reflect the Provengal

influence that informs the home's

design. Crown molding floats about

planned details that, says builder Scott Harris, of Building Inc. in one-half inch from the ceiling to
reveal the shadow line.

wanted the furnishings to be simple and not too strong."

Further distinguishing the overall design is an array of meticulously
Los Angeles, were sometimes painstakingly realized. "Every piece of stone
and every plank of wood was handpicked and premeditated” he says,

noting that the 18th-century French limestone living room fireplace was

cut and scaled to fit on site, and the hardware for the steel doors and
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DESK JOB

In the study, a French black
lacquer desk with a burgundy
leather top from William
Laman in Montecito rests on
dark-stained oak floors from
Contempo Floor Coverings
in Los Angeles.



CREME FRAICHE

The kitchen's neutral palette
puts the garden views front
and center, A freestanding
faux leather bench provides
seating at the custom-stained
oak table, both designed by
Hoshino. The counters are
Calcutta Gold marble from
McGowan's Marble & Granite
in Van Nuys.
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TABLE MATES

Fabricated by Santa Cruz Designs, the
Holland & Sherry linen and wool drapes
found in the living room flank a pair of
Italian red leather chairs designed by
Hoshine. Completing the vignette is a
1950s vintage wood table found at
Rubbish Interiors.

CONTINUED FROM

windows in the kitchen was also hand cut. “The custom cast-iron air
registers had to have the vibe and patina of a 1920s house, and it took hours

to get the shape of the marble around the bathtub just right,” he adds.

In the kitchen, the vertical lines of the oak cabinets add texture, while the
pink-hued wood was cerused to create a gray tone more in keeping with
the established color scheme. “William doesn't believe in veneers, so the
doors are solid planks of wood,” says Harris. And the contemporary
metal stove hood is finished with rivets, says the architect, "to prevent it

from looking too austere.”
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STYLE SELECTION

From Australian based designer Christian
Lyon's Metropole Collection for Matsuoka
International, the soft curves and sensual lines of
this velvet-cloaked chair and ottoman exude an
understated hint of sexiness. Randolph Chair and
Otteman; chair $4,094, otloman

$1,857: matsuokainternational.com

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 210

The commitment to detail continued out into the landscape, which, with
the exception of an existing ash tree and an olive tree, was completely
redone. “The overall geography of southern France is a lot like southern
California, so we used similar garden varieties,” says Hefner, who opted
for what he calls a "gray green” palette composed of cypress, sycamore and
olive trees. “We didn't do flowers because we wanted a tranquil garden

with no distractions.”

Other quiet, drought-tolerant plantings include French lavender, rosemary
and sculpted olive bushes, and central to the patio is a large shade-making
sycamore reminiscent of the homeowners' beloved French countryside.
“We ate lunch under a huge sycamore every day at a restaurant in Aix-en-

Provence," says Hefner. "We knew we had to have one in our own yard."
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