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Drawing its encrgy from the sunand
wind, this newly built off=the-grid cottage
combines the charm of old Nantucket with
state-of-the-art sustainable design
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Behind the scenes, nature quistly
runs the show, with wind and sun
power routed to battares in a
shed disgulsed as a boathouse

{opposite, far right). The porch
door opens to a lawn, scrubby
dune grasses, and the Atlantle
Ocean beyond. w SHOP THE LOOK:

Wicker chalr, Dearing Antiques.
Runner, Dash & Albert




Alan and sons Henry and
Charlie use their izhing
boat, Esther, to bring
supplies from Nantucket
to their house an Esther’s
Island, which has no
commerclal outposts.
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& a hoy growing up near Cape Cod, Alan

Worden spent freewheeling summers digging

clams, roaming beaches, and waging Ping-

Pong wars with pals on a table that morphed

at dusk into a spot for dinner. Today, on

Esther's Island off Nantucket, he has re-

created this spirit of freedom for his own

“b {enry, 7, and Charlie, 5, right down

to the dinner table, custom-designed with Ping-Pong stripes and
regulation proportions. Every room of their shingled house over-
s water and sand, and every night, the family falls asleep to

lapping waves. Best of all for Alan—CEO
of Scout Real Estate Capital, a sustain-
able resort development and operating
company—Lthe house sits lightly on the
land, demanding little from its setting.
“T love the idea of using Yankee thrift
and ingenuity to avoid waste,” he says.
Built in 2007 near the site of a ram-
shackle cottage one family had owned
sinee the 19505, his house is totally off
the grid: Solar panels and a wind turbine
capture the elements to make power; a
high-tech system purifics waslewater,
The house incorporates bits of the old
dles, wood studs, But
freen,” it has an air
of slightly worn, unpretentious New

We

THE BOW-BEAMED
CEILING, designed to look
like @ whaling boat's hull,
THAT MAHOGANY
DINING TABLE —betwean
meals, it convertstoa
Pimg-Pong table!

LOCAL CRAFTSMANSHIP.
Mantucket resident John
Dovie designed and

constructed the fireplace with
river recks and beach rocks.

A HINT OF GLINT, like the
sparkle of a mercury-glass
lamp against all that wood
and stane. s SHOP THE

LOOK: Lamp, Jamie Young

THIS FIECE OF
DRIFTWOOD
WASHED UP OR
ESTHER'S BEACH

AFTER A STORM.
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THATTO:-DIE-FOR GREEN
TILE running all the way
to the celling, = sHoR THE
Lonks The sihwaytile is
from Ann Sacks.
OPEMN SHELVES; their
clean lings, without
supporting brackets, soem
to flaaton the tiled wall,
MAUTICAL SCONCES
providing task lighting for
the sink and counter area,
® SHOP THE Look: Click on
"wall sconce lighting” at
barnlightelectric.com,

Eingland ease. Because it doesn't look like it was just built, "you'd never
know it was ‘green” unless I told you,” Alan says.
lon't throw things away,” he adds. Alan began sum-
mering on that former whaling island in 1988 and moved there full-
time in 2002. Four years later, 7 acres on a smaller island nearby came
up for sale, “The existing house was four nailed-together shacks,” Alan
recalls, “One was a Nantucket barber shop that otherwise would have
been torn down; another had been a gas station, They were uninsulated,
with different rooflines, and in pretty bad shape.” Nevertheless, they
perched atop asmall island between Nantucket Sound and the Atlantic,
surrounded by 50 wild acres and only two other summer homes,. Water
came from a brackish well; a polluting generator powered lights, Bul
the cottage’s family-friendly configuration—bedrooms grouped around
acentral gathering place—charmed Alan.
Because the house was too frail to keep,
he decided to build a new one as modest
and detailed as the original but technologi-
cally modern. For help with the concept, he
consulted designers he was working with
on a hotel: architect Doug Wright of the
international firm Hart Howerton, and
Linda Woodrum of T.5. Hudson Interiors
in Hilton Head Islund, South Carolina.
Doug skatched a plan for three pavilion-
style bedeooms, linked by adeck and coverad

porch toone large room that skitchen,
living, and dining functions, Set back 50
feet from the unstable dune line and built

|80 §°R e

ON THE HOUSE

STYLE quintessential Mantucket cottage clad in unpainted
cadar shingles that weather beautifully to gray

SPACE 2400 square feet, with three bedrooms, one bath,
twio half baths, and three autdoor showers; additional family
roam cambines living, dining, and kitchen spaces, while

the parch adds covered sleeping and lounging areas and
the main deck provides cutdoor sunning spots

SETTING currently off the western tip of Nantucket,

v breakers, and undulating
dunes topped wit no-blown qrasses

Cctoleer 2000 COASTALLIVING.COM



a great plan!
Architect Doug Wright
designed the house asa
series of smaller bulldings
connected by enclozed
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Because birds register its

spinning h':ad as asolid object

to avold, it doesn't harm them.

the back door. Its like that
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on screw piles above storm-surge level, the new house is slightly larger
than the first (2400 vs, 1600 square feet) and similarly sheathed in natural,
no-maintenance cedar. Inside, recyeled pine ceilings, farmed-mahogany
floors, and beaded-board walls suggest timeless New England life, The
bow-beamed family room evokes a boat’s hull; the rock chimney salutes
the days when ships' ballasts wound up cobbling Nantucket's streets.
Throughout the building, which Doug calls “a supporting frame for the
views," Linda mixed old and new furnishings, avoiding anything precious.
“You're engaged here with what's outside, the drama of wind and water,”
she says, “You sit in 4 chair and put your feet up. That's the spirit of this

house” Linda paired upholstered picces with
vintage Americana—painted dressers, lurned
bedposts, blanket trunks. In the family room,
reading chairs by the fiveplace and a sofa grouping
for parties ave all constructed with sustainable
wood and organic padding. The boys” roam is the
splashiest with a green-painted floor and beds;
the master's scheme caplures the blues of sea
and sky. Accents come from vintage textures—
the weathered shingles from the old house that
line the poreh, the patina of painted chests, Other
details subtly discourage waste; for example,
numbered napkins and towels belong to guests
for aweek, reminding them Lo reuse.

“When | was a boy” Alan reflects, "summer
camp began at the back door. It's like that here
for Henry and Chialie, They'll spend a whole day
in shorts and Crocs, with fishing poles and nets,
finding things to drag home " 4

We love...

WAKING UP TO VIEWS
from the master bedroom
{above), Here, Alan wakes to
Madaket Harbor,

THE KICKY GREEM color

of the Sherwin-Willlams
floor paint in the boys' roam
{left). The name, Sassy Green
[B416), rays it all.

DAYBEDS UNDER
WINDOWSE for cozying up
with a book—or magl—aor
accommodating extra guests.
The nook at right Is on the
porch, between the master
and Family room. = SHEP THE
Lok Daybed: selection at
ashleytaylorhome.com
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