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BEDROOMS 5 | BATHROOMS 8 | SQUARE FEET 17,000
mol e I

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE Charles L. Owen; Fine Landscapes Lid,

5 -

INTERIOR DESIGN Sandra Lucas, Lucas/Eilers Design Associates, LLP
ARCHITECTURE Bulent A. Baydar and Gregory L. Palmer, Harrisan Design Associates
HOME BUILDER Richard Ellis, Mitch Racoasin and Stephen Yeonas Jr., Artisan Builders.
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t's a tall order by any measure: Build a Texas-size house in a
Washington, D.C., suburb that doesn't look or feel big, and

give it the old-world styling of a French chateau that’s flooded

with light. Such was the task for the team commissioned by a

Houston couple who moved to the D.C. area and chose to build their
permanent home in nearby McLean. “They had lived all over the world,
due to the husband's position as president of an international corporation,

and desired a house that would resemble a country estate with European

Left: In the living room, an

influences,” says Sandra Lucas, a Houston interior designer who had Edward Ferrell sofa joins

fashioned three other homes for the couple. 3 : . Y - armchairs covered in Fortuny
| : " > fabric; a Niermann Weeks

lamp centers draperies made
of Holland & Sherry fabric.
I ) Oppasite lop: A Paris antiques
to the talents assembled to create it. With the designer on board, the - : & ! . ) ; Y _ trip yielded the living room's

“Everything came together in this house,” says Lucas, owing in large part

fireplace mantel. Opposite
- A - . battom: The same buying trip
firm also sold them their land. Yeonas—who worked on the project Y O Shs - e ; : ) \ provided wood doars that
' . lead into the study.

owners turned to Stephen Yeonas Jr., who helmed the build and whose

alongside partners Richard Ellis and Mitch Racoosin—then called upon
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 202

architect Bulent A. Baydar and introduced the owners to landscape
designer Charles L. Owen, who is known for his French-influenced style.
“It was this great collaboration,” the wife says of their ability to translate
her ideas. “We had a good program for the spaces and services we wanted
in the house and had strong ideas about the style we desired, particularly

in the areas where we spend a lot of time.”

Baydar, who worked with architect Gregory L. Palmer on the home, began
the process by showing the owners several pictures of chateaus in France's

Dordogne River Valley region—the residences are notable for their pale

stone walls and dark slate roofs. “The couple just went for it,” Baydar says,
approving an exterior design that reads as a casual French country house,
but with an interior that's “a little more formalized.” To that end, Lucas
specified details such as hand-scraped parquet floors, coffered ceilings,
hand-painted finishes and elegant custom light fixtures that hang

from groin-vaulted galleries. In addition, the designer lightened the feel

everywhere by eliminating window casings and door moldings.

Baydar then designed intimate spaces connected by vestibules, anterooms
and galleries. “The house slowly reveals itself as you're walking through—
you want every aspect of the home to have its own feel, its own shape, so
it'’s not all thrown at you at once.” That's why details were so important in
each space—inside and out. Some of the most notable ones came from a

Paris trip that included Lucas, Owen, Racoosin and the wife.
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During this trip, Owen, who grew up in France and speaks fluent French, s ResmationsinRnasUs S inslnoctal
bedroom complement the headboard, which
selected an octagonal Provencale fountain for the rear of the house to Lucas had made using an oak architectural

fragment as a crown. The hand-screened
draperies by Arena Design add flair to the subtle
alternating colors. He also chose antique gates that visitors step bedding by Leontine Linens. A custom rug from
Carpet Impressions imparts dimension,

anchor a classic parterre garden of boxwoods and ground cover in

through to go out back. “The garden is set up to lure one into the space,
and we took special care to create privacy but still invite a sense of intrigue
as one comes through the gates,” explains Owen. "We wanted the outside

of the home to relate to the inside and have a seamless integration that

doesn't just abruptly end when outdoors.”

S

Racoosin, meanwhile, scoured flea markets with Lucas and her client,

o

looking for antique doors and fireplaces with their set of plans in hand. He

helped the women figure out where the materials could go and made sure

PP

their measurements were conveyed back to the construction site. “Mitch has

illumin

this architectural bent, so he really brought a lot to the party,” the wife says.
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A poolside bathroom provides storage, while
a sliding louvered door offers privacy for |
the water closet and shower. The vessel
sink—with a wall-mounted faucet from

Rocky Mountain Hardware—is affixed to

a Restoration Hardware console.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 210

As they considered each piece, she adds, “we'd be on the phone, standing in
Paris, talking to the superintendent on the job.” In all, they purchased four
fireplace mantels, five sets of doors and several major pieces of furniture,

which give age, distinction and a timeless quality to the new home.

In the end, the homeowners were pleased with their new dwelling that
is filled with rich history, and Yeonas applauds the work of everyone
involved. “I'm blown away by the level of detail in the architecture and
interior design,” he says. Adds Lucas, "I love the finished product of
this home. [ see the client’s personality throughout the spaces and am

reminded of the great experience of working with this talented team.”
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