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CASA: What drives and enables you to become an
interior designer in the first place?

Martyn: Interior design is in my biood. My mother toid
me that as a 4 year old child | would sit in front of a
black board and draw houses with chalk and fil in the
imaginary rooms with furniture. So | think my path was
already planned out for me then by some higher power.

CASA: How do you resolve the contradictions
between practicality and artistry in interior design?
What's the best approach to combining functionality
and aesthetics in perfect harmony for a specific
design assignment?

Martyn: It's important to understand a client's need
for function whilst maintaining a beautiful decorative
scheme. This can be a difficult task in some cases,
so | always try to simplify my designs and taior them
early on in the process keeping in mind all that the
chent requires for practicality and comfort.

CASA: What's your favorite color combination or
scheme lately?

Martyn: | have always loved the color red. In all its
shades from terracotta to deepest burgundy. And
| believe all shades of rad work together and can
be mixed in perfect harmony. That being said | do
currently love the crispness of ime green and white.
So fresh and modern.

CASA: What kind of role does lighting play in interior
decorating? What's your last-minute trick in the use
of lighting?

Martyn: Lighting is vital to a room. It creates drama
as well as task. Al my lighting is always on dimmers.
To create the perfect evening lighting sensation is ke
a2 massage for the eyes, its instantly relaxing. And
without exception | always dine by candie ight.
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CASA: What'
sculptures or
follow as you
purposa?

Martyn: My choices for art are v
many genres from every per
includes Basquiat and Y
Italian Sanguine drawings , photography by Herb
Ritts , Peter Beard and Cindy Sherman among
others... and 18th century European Ancestral
Portraits. So my personal tastes are very eclectic. |
believe for my clients they should express themseives
in the choice of artworks. Find a particular genre or
style that they love and build a collection from that
That way you achieve a collection of things they love
and will akways cherish. | work hand in hand with my
S on this. Introducing them to the best dealers
lenes around the world that | trust and have

-

able taste.

oped various collections of fabric
nd your brand umbrella. What
d the most from designing fabric and
how would you take advantage
ned in these areas for the overal

design of spaces
Martyn: | love & y collections. It has given
me the abiity to experir h colors and designs
that | woukin't usually with clients. | have many years
of experience now of what | found missing in the
that | have wanted to use on jobs
0 | am now g to fil in those gaps with my own
collections, whist being very Eco aware in the process
and m my products as green friendly as possile
My ¢ collection is inspired by Vintage Batix
prints from Bali, however they are printed on linen
er than traditionally on cotton thus making them
more user friendly for upholstery etc. The new fumiture
collection is inspired by the Raj of India with Faux Ivory
beds and inlayed moorish side tables.
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opinion,

inviting space?

Martyn: It is essential in my opinion t
Soft furniture as comfortable and

possible. | want my inf

stuffy. | believe
sessions @

po ry day. Never keep things for ‘bes
as every day should be your best. Comfort is luoxury

ur modern world. Deep seating, pure o
0s, lush sik rugs

Anything that

makes you

e the interrelations between

Martyn:
tradition
mow

s are inspired from

you can blend these

constantly lock

reinterpret them in nev
know the past to underst:

CASA: Aptitude, proficiency (including exp
techniques, creativity an
personality, ife
as cultural and artistic cultivation are the keys to
the success of all

which ones do you b
determining good, avera

e or bad designers? Why?
t important rule of being an
Through hor

gamer trust. Once you have your clents trust you

er create magic.

SASA: On your clientele list appear such names
as Hollywood stars and fashion world celebrities.
In the discussion of overall or detailed o
ur chents, you will probably enc
requests which may seem to b

ign plans

your concepts. In
clients' neef

sets, bullet proof

purifiers bult in

t tc, along with requests for all that

te kocury. It is my task
[ e ultimate service and make my cients

become truel

5 . casantematonal 55

HELH Cover Story

CASA: Your space designs consist of various
symbols which belong to different ages, cultures,
materials, ideologies as wel as discipines. By what
means can you ensure these symbols be kept
inherently and aesthetically consistent within the
design?

Martyn: | believe that all beautful things belong 0 the
same time. That being said it all in the mix. Group
things of same genre together and then throw it off
diding  foreign tem. That's pure style. A roman
African currency , a Han dynasty vase. All so
W and even more so when placed together.
1o beauty. Just enjoy.

Martyn: | stil my firs
Bainese style paviion for Cf
Bel ai. It filed with fabul
furniture, rare Chinese ceram
Japanese screens, vintage African books, English
colonial beds. Asian pacific and Turkish inspired
texties mix with siks and cut velvets. It real
how you can mix all things from many
perfect harmony.

My current favorite s the apartment for Sir Elton John
that | just completed in LA. It is a 1970's inspired
feeling with great examples of the best furniture
makers and art from that period. Liechtenstein’s and
Warhol's mix with photography by Wiliam Claxton
and William Eggleston. Paul Evans pieces are
juxtaposed with Minotti and B&B ltalia sofas while
‘classic Eames and Mies Van De Rohe chairs balance
the look. Its an explosion of color and textures. | love
this job and the challenges it brought to me. It was a
design education and a pleasure to work with such a
‘sophisticated art collection and clients.

and gold leaf

shows

CASA: What's your professional advice for the
emerging designers who are considering to start up
their own businesses?
Martyn: You must always fo
day you wish o start your 0
sure you are ready

your dream. If one
bu
take on the responsibilty of
am maker. Know that your clients’

iness, just make

becoming a d
desires must a ed into your vision for
them and you . d we are a service
business that ng artistry, culture,
fort for our customers. Once
understanding and a comprehension of
U cial aspects of the business which
most artists don't undarstand or think about, you are
ve, love and decorate!
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SR RIMER L1 % - SRREAToazz0. As America’s number one real-estate
T WRES, @k Boroker, Cortazzo jumped at the opportunity to
e AEmourchase the 1920's Spanish-style ranch house
shen it reappeared on the market years after he had
T F55MER . 15 7H0rst spotted this gem of a property. Howev, it was
i 44 52 344 A8 750l with the help of good friend and designer Martyn
@ A 5 T s.awrence-Bullard that the home was transformed
TR, A LeythTom a dark and constricting space to one that is the
#fusssence of tranquiity.
K
w1 aTo begin, Lawrence-Bullard focused on creating
- AESE N A~ A, 2nergy, light, and space in the home. Lawrence-
2 F AR MR8 42 @ A1 WBUllard brilliantly knew exactly where to begin and
with the help of paint, the removal of a few walls
and doors, the home, a now light and airy space,
began its transformation. The concept for the
décor of the home emanated from Africa, one of
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Cortazzo and Bullard's favorite places to*travel. In
keeping with this theme, Lawrence-Bullard placed
striking photographs of the continent by artists such
as Peter Beard, Herb Ritts, and Leni Riefensthal
along the walis of stunning interior. Lawrence-
Bullard also catered to the fact that, Cortazzo, who
is a lifelong Vegan, feels deeply committed to his
role as a caretaker of the environment. Lawrence-
Bullard greatly understood these desires and easily
interpreted Cortazzo's ideals into an aesthetic that
is one of thoughtful elegance, Throughout the home
antique objects and furniture, salvaged woods, and
even recycled denim insulation became Integral to
the environmental aspect of the space.

Located on thirty stunning acres, Lawrence-Bullard
proved wildly successful in bringing to fife four guest
cottages, a pool area, and the fantastic gardens.
The garden areas were thoughtfully transformed
into whimsical spaces that simultaneously enhance

and respect the beauty of the natural envifonment.
Custom designed by Lawrence-Bullard, cozy
couches made in sumptuous colors cheerfully
provide comfort for those seeking repose in the
out of doors. For Cortazzo, Martyn Lawrence-
Bullard honed in on the true desires of his friend
and brilliantly created a place of pure inspiration
and relaxation, one that is sensitive both culturally
and environmentally, and a get-away where family
and friends can come together and enjoy veritable
peace.
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EEBORBEFEN PAT MEE, STHRMAR  Although the Notting Hill address was a bit of an
BHTREANSEING i#%i%  unusual choice for Jimamy Choo's fashion executive
BOBORISER. €76 Tamara Mellon, it was the Edwardian charm and
WAEEE, PHERGREA, B . A¥  the sprawling single story 4,500 square foet which
HABEEREERA #K%5  proved 1o be the perfect London abode for Melion
ARBERSOELES, €—HEL0 HE EME  and her daughter Araminta. Martyn Lawrence-
HFRANBARE. ABURSAITE HEBEH  Bullard, who has designed for celebiities such as
SRAE. MATTERBNS Cher and Christina Aguilera, was able to create a
BIIBERAIL. BA—RARERARS  luxurious and exotic retreat out of Mellon's London
B, WEEEDRO SFETHMLEHALION  fat. Even though Melon and Lawrence-Bullard had
FRAHERO—TANRN, WENIBRMEST A a long-standing friendship, it was due to her belief
i, PRMAO—HEHTRBOWLRAEHA  that he demonsirates a flexibiity that enables hm to
MEARIARES - WIEZF. LEHMEOMESNN  truly adapt style to suit the client's personaity, that
RUBEREAGE R 8 Bam Kids. she chose him to design her new home. Together
they went on shopping expeditions to Turkey and
Morocco where Lawrence-Bullard helped Mellon
‘colect elegant and exotic treasures.

EOT 2 i )LADHIT AN
TAMRE, BH. LA
RS TIESRORBOE
Rit0x
TOBRN TN
HEYRER-TRRT, BRER—AAASTMLY
RN T WEH A LA EARERMO7 XU
B BANREXHOBRS!

i The space features an unusual mixture of fine
furniture and museum quality art in order to
accurately define Tamara Mellon who embodies the
fashionable, fabulous, and well traveled. Lawrence-
Bullard exquisitely demonstrates this in her living
room which is a formal and kuxurious space perfect

S50 JE 7 5 AR ) T

(EX) RTENAMRENT - PEPRETARFHANRE,  UKR) SOORAT & RILUMEE Iy Chooslh
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for hosting one of her celebrity filled parties. The
home's aesthetic is also enhanced by a colection of
magnificent photographs produced by legends such
as Andy Warhol, Jean-Michel Basquat, and Damien
Hirst. Howeves, balance is achieved in her bedroom
which truly serves as a sanctuary. Featuring a unique

A-temN
wen

96 casainterational

18th century tapestry from Istanbul
and a Syrian mother-of-pearl inlad chest, Lawrence-
Bullard's design defines romance and mystery.
Looking into the room of Mellon's daughter, one is
immediately aware of the feminine energy and the
eloments of fantasy, Truly a room fit for a princess,
Lawrence-Bullard managed to create a place that
could be considered a magical kingdom for any
young git.

Overall, the home personifies all of the things
which make up the enchanting beauty, intelligence,
ambition, and grace of Tamara Melion. Only Martyn
Lawrence-Bullard couid have taken the visions and
desires of such a dynamic woman and produced
a space that is the essence of exotic luxury and
‘whimsy.
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#1 Editor's Word
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Casartermaton

In this month's cover story we interviewed Martyn
Lawrence Bullard, an illustrious interior designer
known for his glamorous and worldly interiors
for high profie and celebrity chentele that ranges
from Rock Stars to Royalty. His extraordinary
and refined interior designs have not only won
the popularity among his clients but also made
him one of the most sought after designers in the
design world as well as press. Through his words
he showed us the fundamental qualities, such as
determination, optimism and open-mindedness

he possessed that make him one of the top
interior designers in the world {Architectural Digest
magazine 2010). But this is not the only point |
wanted to make here. The interview came at a
time when my passion for the magazine started
disappearing after the ups and downs over the
past years, but during transiating and editing his
answers 1o those questions | felt a strong surge of
excitement, “ve, love and decorate!”, his passion
for life has certainly scared away the night ghouls
once resided iIn my mind.



